Student Essayists Ask For One Vote – Yours!

Hear from our students in their own words as they share excerpts
from their winning essays in the 2022 YVote Essay and Video Contest sponsored by the
Greater New Brunswick Area League of Women Voters
“Why is voting so important? In a democracy, voting is the primary way in which
citizens can directly in luence the decisions made in our country.” This is how Heidi
began her winning essay. Heidi is still a few years away from being able to vote, but
she knows how important your vote is to her future.
Heidi
“As a responsible citizen, you should exercise your right to vote because every vote
counts, and you must make good decisions for those who are ineligible to vote.
Though it may not seem like it, your vote as an individual could have signi icant
impact, especially on the local and state level. …Harry T. Burns is one such example
that changed history. Before the passage of the l9th Amendment, Tennessee was the
only state left that was eligible to ratify the amendment. The vote was very close
because of the clashing of ideals of the residents. Harry T. Burns was able to sway
the vote with one “aye” in favor of ratifying the amendment. He originally planned
to vote for the anti-suffragists, but he remembered the letter in his pocket from his
mother urging him to vote for women’s suffrage and he decided to listen to her
advice to give her the voice she did not have. Through the passage of the 19th
Amendment women were granted the right to vote.”
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Even with the passage of this historic amendment voter suppression continued for
people of color. They did not see their rights protected until 1965 with the passage of

the Voting Rights Act. In 2013 the United States Supreme Court struck down the
formula at the heart of the Voting Rights Act, effectively removing the protections it
afforded to large segments of the population. Since then, there has been a signi icant
resurgence in attempts at voter suppression on both the state and local levels around
the country. Young people are not blind to the fact that not all citizens have equal
opportunity to cast their ballot..
Ashmeen
“Vote to change policies that affect and matter to you. None of the rights granted to
the people of the United States are absolute. Each and every law protecting
minorities and civil liberties can be reversed based on the leadership in the
legislative, executive and judicial branches.“

Marcus
“Voter suppression practices exist today, and due to their similarities, a second era
of Jim Crow has been recognized by some. In 2021, 19 states enacted voting
restrictions. This includes states that have enacted strict photo I.D. laws, made voter
registration less accessible and reduced early and absentee voting periods. Voters of
color are disproportionately affected, but all voters are as well. This is upsetting and
outrageous. Our political system is built on the voices of its people. As a way of
preserving our democracy, and with such present attacks on voters, it is crucial that
you exercise your right and cast your ballot in the upcoming elections and all future
elections. With the importance of modern-day con licts and the landscape of our
political environment, your vote is as vital as ever. Your voice has the capacity to
change our society and lives, but it is up to you whether you use it or let it go to
waste.”
Potri
“We fought for our right to vote through marches, petitions, boycotts and protests.
The foundation of the United States runs on freedom of choice. Voting is an
essential part of voicing our opinion and creating greater representation for
everyone.”
Matthew
“We may not have time to be activists or join a congressional campaign, but casting
our votes on Election Day or mailing in our ballots is a direct way to shape the future
of our town, state and country. … A vote uncast is a vote unheard.”
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Emma
“As for people who do not hold strong political opinions, why should they vote?
Whether a person prefers to engage in politics or not, they still have their own ideas
and vision for a better country. Through voting, choosing the candidate that better
represents your hopes for progress further increases the chance of making a positive
impact.”

Emerson
“We can forge a new future together – by spreading empathy instead of hate – by
being comfortable with new ideas and change – by coming together and making a
choice.”

CHOOSE TO VOTE!

