IS THIS ELECTION IMPORTANT?
You bet it is! Elections have consequences.
Look around the country to see what
has been happening in a number of
states. Laws are being enacted to
make it more di cult for some
people to vote.
Even more
problematic is the e ort in several
states to invalidate votes that have
been cast freely and fairly. Recounts
and law suits have been conducted
multiple times, at taxpayer expense,
to try to circumvent the will of the
people and nullify their votes. Did
you know that elected state
legislators have the power to pass
laws that can overturn election
results? That’s why we need to pay
very close attention to what is going
on here at home in 2021.
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New Jersey and Virginia are the only two states in
the country that have state-level elections on odd
numbered years. This November we will be voting for
the Governor of New Jersey and every legislator in the
New Jersey State Assembly and Senate. Those are
the people who pass and carry out the laws that
determine the response to Covid-19, issues around
women’s rights and climate change, the future of
public education, and increases to minimum wage to
name a few.
Your voting rights as well as
determining the validity of your votes are decisions
that reside with state elected o cials. In addition,
many county and municipal positions will be on the
ballot. County and municipal o cials are responsible
for regulating local parks and libraries as well as local
police.

People often use the phrase “every vote counts”. That is certainly true. For example, this
weekend at the Somerset Diversity Festival we met one local o cial who told us that he won
his election by only three votes. This fall season we need to harness some of the frustration
and ambivalence around voting and remind ourselves that every election counts! We tend to
pay a lot of attention to presidential elections, forgetting all the potentially life changing
decision-making powers that reside with our state elected o cials,
Is this an important election? You bet it is! If you haven’t already voted by mail, you literally
can’t a ord to stay home! Harness some of that fall season energy and send a message to as
many people as you can to let them know it’s time to vote. Voting is much more than a right,
it is a responsibility you owe to your family and your community

Be Responsible - Vote on or before November 2, 2021.
Early Voting - October 23rd through October 31st
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YOU COUNT, SO BE COUNTED!

