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VOTING! (What could possibly go wrong?)
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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT...

Dear GNBA Members and Friends:
As many of you now know, our founder and Co-President of GNBA for these past two and a
half years, Jill Lewis-Spector, and her husband and editor of our newsletter, The Balloteer,
David Spector, are moving to Florida and will be
resigning their positions with GNBA, effective June
30, 2020. We will miss their extraordinary leadership,
their talent and their commitment to GNBA and to the
work of the League. We will miss their company too.
First, I wish to thank Jill for starting our local league
and putting us on strong footing to continue our
mission. This has been an enormous contribution.
Jill has been a whirlwind of diligence, attention to
detail and work, encouraging so many of us to follow
her lead in the effort to promote GNBA’s goals. She
has a tremendous ability to work with people. Her
efforts, as well as the work all you have done, have
created a profile for GNBA that accounts for the
tremendous growth in our membership and following
that we have enjoyed. Now, more than ever, we need
to continue those efforts. Jill will also be stepping
down from her positions on the State Board and as
Chairperson of the State Board Education
Committee. Jill has graciously offered to continue to
work with us as we transition.
I also want to thank David for the work he has done to create and manage The Balloteer. It
is a wonderful newsletter! I am so impressed how David has been able to coordinate and
edit all the information and produce such a beautiful publication each month. It must be like
herding cats. It has been a herculean task and will be a hard act to follow.
We will have a transition meeting soon to plan our next steps. We need to discuss
leadership succession, organizational structure and orchestration of our efforts to
continue our work, including production of the newsletter. Please give thought to what role
you can play to continue that work so we can plan for the succession and the

implementation of the work we are committed to do. It is challenging, but with all
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your talent, I am certain our fine efforts will continue. I look forward to working with
you through the next stages of our league.
Jill and David, congratulations on your new home. Good luck and good health to you on
your new journey. Thanks again for all you have done for GNBA. Thank you for your
friendship. And thank you for your continuing commitment to our success.
Sincerely,
Andrea Kahn, Co-President, GNBA

AND A LAST WORD FROM JILL To put it simply, what a wonderful journey this has been, professionally and personally.
In January 2018, I retired from a forty-year career in literacy education and advocacy. I felt
passionate about continuing my advocacy work and felt the League was a good fit. I
explored options, looking for a local League that was within a reasonable distance and
represented a diverse polity. Highland Park once had once
such a chapter, now long gone; I had even been a member.
But with its particular academic/social complexion, Highland
Park was a natural for revival. In likely places around town I
posted flyers asking the standard Do You Want to Make a
Difference question, and if so, come to Pino's, a
(respectable) local wine bar, on [date] at [time] and join the
discussion about establishing a new LWV chapter. The
meeting date arrived, and my husband, David, and I waited
in Pino's, while outside a very gusty and cold rain kept
falling. About eight drenched people total showed up, and
maybe three or four of them left interested in the next step.
Undaunted, I reserved a conference room at the Highland
Park Library for three weeks hence, and once again started
posting new flyers for the first meeting of the projected new
League chapter.
The HP library conference rooms are not that large but they
are big enough that if only the four people who had seemed interested showed up, it would
definitely look to all concerned like an undeniably failed attempt. David and I waited. And
waited. It was only when enough people began showing up that my husband had to bring in
extra chairs from the library storage closet that I began to breathe more easily. And to my
delight, in addition to Highland Park residents at the table…folks also came from Metuchen,
Somerset, Hillsborough, Edison and they were a diverse group in age, sex, and ethnicity.
This was going to be exciting!

3

Balloteer, Vol. II No. 4

June 2020

But this is the point where I disappear from the story. Because the rest of this story is really
about you. It was your efforts, your dedication, your creativity, your turn on a dime flexibility
needed to change course in an environment of pandemic; this and so much more that made
my GNBA experience so special to me.
I was able to experience, to see - on a regular basis - that a large and diverse group of
people with a wide range of skills and temperaments could work together and bring off
complex organizational tasks. And no matter what the pressures, the camaraderie was
constantly there. You could feel it. The logistics of mounting and executing successive voter
registration drives is only one example. I will always remember the Highland Park
Candidate Forum, which was our first forum. It materialized at the last moment; we had to
scramble to pull it off. And it happened that it occurred on a stormy night so bad that alerts
were being sent out by the county, warning about flash floods and advising people to stay
home. We set up the Forum equipment in a very large and very empty Highland Park High
School cafeteria, hoping that at least a few brave and civic-minded souls would venture out
despite the weather. And then we were besieged by close to three hundred soaked
attendees who weren't going to miss this no matter what. That night there was also
something that I'll never forget, something that GNBA was all about. I'll simply call it
inclusion and collaboration. Everyone is valued.
I need to give an extra special thank you to my amazing husband, David, who has not only
put up with me and my multiple anxieties as GNBA developed, but for creating this
awesome newsletter. The Balloteer has become legendary in its content and design. I know
David will miss the creative opportunities he was provided as its editor. Others, too, deserve
great thanks, especially Andrea Kahn who has really come through on so many occasions,
sharing her carefully considered ideas for GNBA improvements and being such a reliable
Co-President partner with me. And all members of the Planning Team and the Voter
Services/Civics Education Committee, who easily coordinated challenging tasks, including
those we’ve faced during this pandemic. Their commitments and volunteerism are what has
made this all work.
I cannot thank you enough for making the League of Women Voters - Greater New
Brunswick Area a strong, respected, award-winning local league. There is no doubt you will
continue your good work and will undertake new initiatives. I will remain in the background
as an out-of-state GNBA member and will continue to watch GNBA’s webpage, Facebook,
and Instagram entries as members continue to create posts to educate voters and defend
democracy.
In League,

Jill
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VOTER REGISTRATION & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chair: Steve Lax (zevson2004@verizon.net), Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon
Gruber, Reggie Musolf, Ellen Unger
COVID19 caused a suspension on our planned Voter Registration and Civic Education
activities. Accordingly, the VR/CE Committee shifted its attention to informing voters of the
new primary date and how Vote By Mail will work. We worked with the Social Media
Committee to develop materials for our GNBA Facebook and Instagram accounts and we
encourage all Balloteer readers who use Facebook and Instagram to follow our voter
promotional activities there and share the information with friends and family.
KEY INFORMATION FOR THE JULY 7 PRIMARY - ALL REGISTERED VOTERS:
1.

If you have voted in recent Democratic or Republican primaries, a VOTE BY
MAIL PRIMARY BALLOT has been mailed to you.

2.

Otherwise, you should have received an APPLICATION for a VOTE BY MAIL
PRIMARY BALLOT. Complete and return this application promptly, so that you
receive the actual VOTE BY MAIL PRIMARY BALLOT on time.

3.

If you did not receive your expected VOTE BY MAIL PRIMARY BALLOT
(information deleted), call your County Clerk’s Election Bureau immediately:
Middlesex County: 732-745-4202; Somerset County: 908-231-7504.

4.

All VOTE BY MAIL PRIMARY BALLOTS must be completed exactly as
instructed. Your signature should match the signature on the voter rolls. (The
name on the envelope for the ballot mailed to you should be your official voter
registration name and you should sign it accordingly.)
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5.

All VOTE BY MAIL PRIMARY BALLOTS must be postmarked on July 7 or
earlier. GNBA recommends mailing the ballot back a few days early to make
sure it is postmarked on time. You cannot return your VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT
to a polling place.

6.

If you receive a VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT, you cannot vote at a polling place.

7.

If you choose to vote in person, the number of polling places will be fewer than
usual. You will be mailed a list of polling places in your municipality. You will not
receive a sample ballot. Most people who vote at a polling place will vote using a
provisional (paper) ballot. Voting machines will be reserved primarily for people
who cannot vote using a provisional ballot due to a disability.

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE
Co-chairs: Andrea Rojas (acr153@scarletmail.rutgers.edu), Inica Kotasthane

(inica.kotasthane@gmail,com); Committee Advisor: Jamie Figliolino
(jamiefigliolino@gmail.com)
As a new, student-run committee, we have just begun getting our projects off the ground.
The Social Media Committee is dedicated to using selected social media - Facebook and
Instagram - as a tool for communicating with all GNBA members and friends and especially
for reaching out to groups for whom these platforms function almost as an indigenous group
of - albeit localized - public forums.
Yes - we are talking about "young people".
But perhaps, in terms of citizenry, it's time to
put aside that somewhat patronizing label.
Consider this: it was an unprecedented
number of voters who had just reached their
age of majority that contibuted to the record
increase in midterm voter participation in the
2018.
And also: this may be the first American
generation in the past 50+ years that has had
its immediate (call it personal if you like) life
so thoroughly penetrated by what we call, if
you want to make this division, public events. They are face to face with justified social
unrest and the protest against its perceived causes; the issues of governance and its
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relation to public health are not an abstraction, but are as real as you can get; the country's
complex relationship with firearms is of immediate importance to them, and no longer merely
a "Resolved That..." topic at debate tournaments; and there is a constant awareness that it
will be in their lifetimes that the effects of climate change, if unaddressed, will become
omnipresent and inescapably catastrophic.
Are these any different from many of the concerns of an older generation? No. It may be
that their chosen methods of communication and information are particularly (but hardly
exclusively) their own. But the issues important to them are familiar - and LWV wants to
have as wide and deep a contact with them as possible, because LWV has recognized that
here, before anything else you might say about them, is a group of people who are willing to
take up the responsibilities of citizenship in a democracy.
The Committee has met and assigned various topics to its members so that each person
will be responsible for. Graphics will be developed for four topics:

•
•
•
•

the 2020 Census,
Voter Registration,
Voting by Mail,
New Jersey
Primaries/November
Election.

The Committee has also been busy
working with Voter Services, getting
relevant voter information out in real
time. This includes reminders about
registration deadlines and information
you need when receiving, filling out,
and sending a mail-in ballot.

8

Balloteer, Vol. II No. 4

June 2020

While informing our audience of these topics individually, we have also made it a point to
often connect them with current events.
One of our major goals is to establish in peoples' minds the relationship between voting and
social change, that voting is a form of social change. Some of our recent posts
concerned the Black Lives Matter movement and the deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud
Arbery, and Breonna Taylor; and how the vote was the major tool to available to create
change that was more than just temporary.
A snapshot of GNBA Facebook and Instagram Access

The daily number of visitors to
GNBA Facebook for one week in
June.

The daily number of visitors to
GNBA Instagram over a three week
period May - June, 2020.Facebook
for one week in June.
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CENSUS NJ 2020 .
Due to the COVID-19 crisis and the need for social distancing, all census field operations
were temporarily suspended beginning in the middle of March.
GNBA volunteers will be assisting the Middlesex County Complete Count Committee in
preparing census reminder postcards to send to addresses in areas that have a low census
return rate. The county is having postcards printed with most of the necessary information,
and volunteers will add a brief handwritten message to each postcard. The county will
provide the postcards, address labels and stamps. There will also be an instruction sheet
with suggested messages to add to the cards. All necessary materials will be distributed to
volunteers via non-contact porch drop-off.
Members and friends of GNBA are encouraged to volunteer. If you would like to help with
this effort, please email sharon.gruber1@gmail.com.

NEW GNBA SUMMER INTERN
GNBA is pleased to announce that Adam Liebell-McLean is our summer intern as Student
Researcher. Adam, a political science student at Clark University focusing on American
government and democracy, has agreed to work with GNBA to explore issues surrounding
voter suppression in New Jersey. In brief, he indicated that he will focus on the status of, as
well as actions that lead to, voter suppression. He will research proposed legislation and
what New Jersey is doing. He will also explore a good working plan for improving the Vote
By Mail process during COVID-19.
Adam brings extensive experience to this internship, having been an intern in 2017 at the
Rutgers University Eagleton Institute of Politics, Eagleton Center for Public Interest Polling.
In 2019 Adam interned at the Middlesex County Courthouse with Assignment Judge Alberto
Rivas. Here he worked with fellow interns researching the New Jersey “Graves Act” (N.J.S.
2c:43-6(c)), specifically examining the evolution of its intent from enforcing mandatory
sentencing minimums to granting the State the ability to lower the mandatory sentencing
minimum for lesser offenses.
We welcome Adam to GNBA and know his work will contribute greatly to our understanding
of voter suppression in our state.
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NJLWV Natural Resources Committee
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
Those of you who have followed the battle over the proposed Williams/Transco NESE
pipeline, which would have spread over two states, may recall that the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection announced that they would give a decision on this
matter in May.
Members of the LWVNJ Natural Resource Committee had helped prepare comments
submitted by the LWVNJ and circulated a petition to its members asking that permits be
denied. They also worked with a larger coalition of over 50 environmental groups against
NESE and joined them to meet representatives of the NJDEP and Governor Murphy’s office.
In some cases, groups hired outside environmental consultants to build a stronger case
based on legal and scientific information.
On Sunday, May 17, 2020, the NJDEP and the NYDEC denied the approval of pending
permits necessary to allow the Williams/Transco NESE pipeline to proceed in both New York
and New Jersey. This project would have constructed a massive new pipeline, causing
severe environmental danger to Middlesex and Somerset counties before ending in the
Rockaways in NYC. The pipeline would have released toxic methane gas from the fracked
gas it carried, and caused destruction of protected habitat in many areas along its route. In
particular a proposed compressor station and drilling in the Raritan Bay would have polluted
waters and threatened wildlife habitats of protected species. The final NESE permit in New
Jersey was also denied lin May.
Environmental groups in NJ and NY fought a four year battle to halt this pipeline. Transco
has stated it would not pursue this project further, although all parties may present
grievances at a hearing in about a month. In its defeat of the NESE Project, NJ can claim a
great victory for the environment. In denying the permits, the NJDEP comments focused on
two points in particular. First, they pointed out that the company had not established any
need for the energy in New Jersey or the region (New York). Also. it focused on the
destruction to wetlands and their rare habitats, including the damage to the reclaimed Raritan
Bay. Transco Williams has until June 26 to file an appeal in court.
Other news from the a June 2nd Natural Resources Group meeting:
•

The Penn-East Pipeline continues to push ahead to construct a pipeline to carry fracked
gas from Pennsylvania to New York. Its construction would release large quantities of
arsenic into drinking water sources. It appears that the company may wait until the new
presidential guidelines for energy infrastructures take effect since energy companies will
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no longer need to meet state regulations.
•

•

The Gibbstown LNG distributor submitted permits to the DRB (Delaware River Basin)
Board to add infrastructure without adequate public notice. The Delaware River Keeper
won in court when
it challenged the legality of the process and the its outcome which will delay, at least
temporarily, the expansion of this dangerous project.

•

NJ plans to build a gas-fracked power plant in the Kearny Meadowlands to provide
sufficient power for NJ Transit’s needs. Twenty-five percent of the cost would be allocated
from the Hurricane Sandy relief fund and NJ taxpayers would be responsible for the rest.
The fracked gas release of methane is a very powerful toxin and its release would have a
negative impact on the surrounding environmental communities. Environmentalist insist
the power should come from renewable sources (wind, solar, tidal).

•

The Natural Resources Group encourages showing support for the NJ School of
Conservation, which faces imminent closure. Since 1950 its purpose has been to offer
programs based in Stokes Forest to NJ school children. The NJDEP stopped providing
promised funds to Montclair University, the program manager for the school, thus ending
the University's involvement with the school.
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Election Security 2020:
Are Middlesex and Somerset Counties
Prepared?
July 29, 2020 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM Virtual Meeting*
This discussion on Election Security is both critical and very timely. What’s being
done to ensure the integrity of the election process and results, to avoid an Iowa caucus
type of fiasco? Are we sure the voting machines and online reporting are secure? Thomas
Lynch, Administrator of the Middlesex County Board of Elections, and Steve Peter,
Somerset County Clerk, will address us on this important issue.
While meetings are open to all, this Zoom meeting has a 100-attendee capacity;
attendees will be admitted on a first-come, first-serve basis. Our Business meeting
will follow.

THOMAS LYNCH
MIDDLESEX COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

STEVE PETER
SOMERSET COUNTY CLERK

*For a ZOOM invitation please email a request to Andrea Kahn
akahn@msbnj.com and use the Subject Line “GNBA Election Security”
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The following article is from the May 14, 2020, edition of the Brennan Center for Justice
website:

DIRTY TRICKS:
EIGHT FALSEHOODS THAT COULD UNDERMINE THE 2020
ELECTION
Fake election crises can undercut trust in the vote, inflame partisan tensions,
and destabilize our democracy.
TRUTH MATTERS:

by Max Feldman
The 2020 election will be hard-fought and divisive. The Covid-19 pandemic has already
caused major disruptions to our elections system, and the risk that other real crises —
natural disaster, machine breakdown, foreign interference — will further disrupt the election
is significant. But there is also a significant risk that political actors will manufacture crises to
undermine election results they don't like. These fake crises can undercut trust in the
accuracy of election outcomes, inflame partisan tensions, and destabilize our democracy.
Here are eight lies, misconceptions, and false arguments that we think voters will have to
contend with in 2020:

1. “Voter Fraud” Is Rampant
The Claim: There is widespread voting by ineligible individuals.
The Truth: This type of fraud is extremely rare.
•
•

Based on a meticulous review of elections that had been investigated for voter fraud, the
Brennan Center found miniscule incident rates of ineligible individuals fraudulently casting
ballots at the polls – no more than 0.0025 percent. Numerous reports have confirmed our
finding that voter fraud is exceedingly rare. Research shows that voter fraud is similarly rare
with mail ballots.
14
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An exhaustive review by Professor Justin Levitt of Loyola Law School found just 31 credible
instances of impersonation fraud from 2000 to 2014, out of more than 1 billion ballots cast.
Overhyped allegations of voter fraud are regularly made, but follow-up investigation almost
always reveals that these claims were based on fundamental errors. For example, in 2017,
Kris Kobach – the vice chair of President Trump’s voter fraud commission – claimed that
thousands of out-of-state voters had cast a ballot illegally in New Hampshire in the 2016
election, swinging that state’s Senate election. Kobach’s claim was based largely on a
misunderstanding of New Hampshire law and was quickly debunked.
In 2018, Florida Gov. Rick Scott claimed that there was “rampant fraud” in his U.S. Senate
race, but that claim was rejected by law enforcement officials and election monitors from his
own administration. This pattern has repeated itself again and again.

•

These results are not for lack of looking for voter fraud. In 2002, then Attorney General John
Ashcroft created the Voting Access and Integrity Initiative, which aggressively investigated
voter fraud allegations as one of the top priorities of the Justice Department.
After five years, however, the U.S. Department of Justice found little evidence of fraud. In
2007, the New York Times reported that only about 120 people were charged and 86 were
convicted of election-related crimes, despite hundreds of millions of votes being cast, during
the period under investigation.

•

While fraud by voters almost never occurs, fraud against voters does occur, albeit rarely.
This type of fraud is committed by bigger players, with bigger weapons than an improperly
filled ballot. Think Putin’s hackers or election workers stuffing ballot boxes. Importantly, the
policies needed to address this kind of fraud are dramatically different than the policies
proposed to address the specter of voter impersonation fraud.
The Consequences: More restrictive voting laws and lower levels of trust in elections.

•
•

•
•

Voter fraud claims have had a deeply deleterious effect on the last decade of American
elections. They have been used to justify restrictive state voting practices — like strict voter
identification laws and overly aggressive purges of the voter rolls — that disenfranchise
legitimate voters, often in a discriminatory manner.
More broadly, they undermine trust in the integrity of our elections process.

2. Non-citizens Are Voting in Droves
The Claim: Millions of noncitizens are voting and tipping election outcomes.
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The Truth: Noncitizen voting is exceedingly rare.
•
•

•

Following President Trump’s allegations of widespread noncitizen voting in the 2016 election,
the Brennan Center researched the incidence of noncitizen voting in 42 election jurisdictions
with large
noncitizen populations. We found only about 30 incidents of suspected non-citizen voting
referred for further investigation or prosecution out of 23.5 million votes tabulated in those
jurisdictions. Put another way, suspected noncitizen votes accounted for 0.0001 percent of
the 2016 votes in the jurisdictions we surveyed.

•

More recently, Texas Secretary of State David Whitley announced that tens of thousands of
noncitizens were on the state’s voter rolls and had cast a ballot. This claim
was debunked within days — the secretary’s list failed to account for the fact that a large
number of people become naturalized citizens and then lawfully register to vote. A federal
court intervened to stop voter purges premised on this discredited claim. And Secretary
Whitley ultimately resigned.

•

These results make sense. A single vote rarely swings an election, but the punishment for
noncitizen voting is severe — including imprisonment, $10,000 in fines, and deportation.
The Consequences: More restrictive voting laws and lower levels of trust in elections.

•
•

•

Claims of noncitizen voting have been used to justify restrictive voting practices that make it
difficult for legitimate voters to participate, including documentary proof of citizenship laws,
voter ID laws, and large-scale voter purges. These practices disenfranchise many eligible
voters, typically in a discriminatory fashion, with little to no benefit.
These claims also undermine trust in the integrity of our elections process, and they are
particularly inflammatory because of their intersection with race and immigration.

•

3. The Machines Malfunctioned — They Were Clearly Rigged
The Claim: “Vote flipping” by voting machines — and other malfunctions, such as
machines failing to start, crashing, or freezing — are clear indications that hackers
have penetrated machines or that partisans have rigged the election in favor of their
preferred candidate.
The Truth: Malfunctions may be the result of wear and tear rather than hacking or
manipulation. For example, vote flipping can be caused by the glue between the touch
screen and the machine wearing down.
•
•

The Brennan Center has sounded the alarm about aging voting machines for years. In 2018,
jurisdictions in 41 states used voting systems that were at least a decade old.
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Since then, at least nine states have upgraded their voting systems to eliminate old
machines. Importantly, we project that no battleground states will use paperless DirectRecording Electronic (DRE) voting machines in 2020 — the type of machine most
susceptible to hacking and to vote flipping.
The Consequences: Inaccurate claims of hacking or vote-rigging could lead to
extreme partisan conflict over election results in 2020.

•
•

•
•
•

Given interference in the 2016 election and our subsequent political history, allegations of
foreign hacking of voting machines will be highly inflammatory and divisive, as will allegations
of vote-rigging.
Credible allegations of hacking must be investigated, hacking must be exposed, and any
interference must be remediated.

4. Something’s Fishy — the Results Are Taking Too Long
The Claim: A failure to announce results on election night is an indication of
malfeasance in the election process.
The Truth: In a close election, getting the right result can take time.

•
•

The modern media environment has engendered an unreasonable expectation that election
results will be delivered, definitively, on election night.

•

Especially in close elections, that expectation cannot always responsibly be met, because
election officials generally cannot complete the canvass of all absentee and provisional
ballots until after Election Day.

•

Furthermore, election scholars Ned Foley and Charles Stewart have identified a “blueshift” in
ballots counted after Election Day. These “overtime” ballots break disproportionately for
Democratic candidates because Democrats are more likely than Republicans to cast
provisional ballots.

•

Sometimes, close elections or postelection audits can trigger a recanvass of vote totals or
broader recounts, which take additional time.

•

The Consequences: Rushing out election results can lead to inaccurate election night
calls of outcomes, resulting in increased partisan conflict over election outcomes and
decreased trust in democratic processes.
•
•

On election night in 2000, major news organizations called Florida for Al Gore, retracted that
call, then called the state for George W. Bush, and subsequently retracted that call. The
election was not definitively resolved until 36 days later. A postmortem commissioned by
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CNN flatly stated: “Those calls and their retractions constituted a news disaster that
damaged democracy and journalism.”
•

More recently, the Iowa Democratic Party set the expectation that the initial results of the
Democratic Caucus would be released at 8:30 p.m. on election night. Due to a cascading
series of technological and planning blunders, the party was unable to meet that deadline.
The mismatch between expectations and the actual timeline for producing results gave an
opening to social media conspiracy-mongers, who sought to undermine trust in the ultimate
outcome.

•

In addition, at times, there are errors in the unofficial election night results, which then need
to be corrected. For example, following Election Day 2004, Broward County election officials
double-checked their results and found that tens of thousands of votes on certain state
amendments had not been counted as a result of a software glitch. The software used to
count absentee ballots started counting backward.

•
•

5. That's Not What the Election Night Predictions Said
The Claim: Election outcomes that differ from election night projections are suspect.
The Truth: Ballots continue to be counted after election night and, in a close election,
those ballots can change the outcome.

•
•

In 2020, we will likely see a surge in the use of mail-in and provisional ballots. Covid-19 may
dramatically shift voters toward mail balloting. Furthermore, we have seen a fairly
steady climb in the use of mail-in ballots over the past quarter-century, and states have
continued to expand the use of all-mail elections and by-mail absentee voting in recent years.
In addition, high turnout, a recent escalation in voter purges, and heightened risk of foreign
interference may all contribute to increased use of provisional ballots, which are a fail-safe
option for voters who cannot confirm their eligibility at the polls for any number of reasons.

•

These are positive, voter-friendly balloting options, but they can take longer to canvass than
regular ballots cast in person on Election Day. For example, a number of states accept mail
ballots that arrive after Election Day or offer voters an opportunity to fix purported signature
discrepancies on their absentee ballot. (Additional states may do so in response to Covid19.) Similarly, it takes time for election officials to evaluate the validity of provisional ballots.
The Consequences: Increased partisan conflict over election outcomes and decreased
trust in election outcomes.

•
•

During a recount in Florida’s 2018 Senate race, the eventual winner, Rick Scott,
repeatedly claimed without evidence that his opponent was trying to steal the election
through fraud. These claims were amplified by partisans, including President Trump. As a
result, state law enforcement officials were forced to weigh into dispute claims of criminal
18
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activity.
•
•

6. Recounts, Audits, and Election Contests Are Ways to Steal
an Election
The Claim: Recounts, audits, and election contests are illegitimate attempts to undo a
valid election result.
The Truth: Recounts, audits, and election contests are all normal parts of the elections
process that help to ensure that every valid ballot is counted accurately.

•
•
•

A recount is exactly what it sounds like — a process to count the ballots cast in a close
election
again. Twenty states mandate automatic recounts if a small number of votes separate the top
candidates in the election, and 43 permit individuals to petition for a recount, according to
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

•

Audits are a process to verify the accuracy of vote totals, by comparing paper records of
votes to electronic vote tallies. Twenty-four states voter verifiable paper records for all votes
cast as well as post-election audits of paper records before certifying election results.
Particularly given the election security challenges that have arisen in recent years, audits are
a crucial component of responsible election administration.

•

Election contests are challenges to election results. The bases for these challenges, and the
people permitted to bring them, vary from state to state and from office to office.

•

Because each of these processes can result in a different election outcome than the one
projected on election night, the election night winner has a strong incentive to seek to
undermine their legitimacy or to halt them altogether. These incentives will be especially
strong in 2020, given the stakes of the election.
The Consequences: Increased partisan conflict over and decreased trust in election
outcomes.

•
•

•

In 2000, for example, GOP-organized protesters stormed the Stephen P. Clark Government
Center in downtown Miami and succeeded in shutting down the recount of Miami-Dade
County’s presidential ballots. The so-called “Brooks Brothers riot” produced a partisan benefit
for one side in the election. But it contributed to the “voting wars” that have made voting rules
a site of significant partisan conflict since 2000.

7. People Can't Help People Vote
The Claim: Groups that help many voters cast their absentee ballots are engaged in
illegal “ballot harvesting,” and laws that allow such assistance enable election fraud.
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The Truth: Partisans use the pejorative “ballot harvesting” to criticize two very
different sets of practices: (a) illegal and illegitimate absentee ballot tampering and (b)
legal and legitimate assistance to voters casting their absentee ballots.
Voter assistance is not evidence of fraud.
Ballot tampering is illegal everywhere. That includes practices like stealing ballots from
mailboxes, filling out other people’s ballots without their consent and direction, and changing
or throwing out other people’s ballots.
•
•

Most states allow certain individuals — especially family members, health-care providers,
and legal
guardians — to assist voters by collecting and submitting their absentee ballots. Many states
allow a broader array of individuals to provide ballot assistance. Where allowed, ballot
collection is not indicative of any malfeasance or fraud.

•

The biggest ballot tampering scandal in recent memory was in connection with the 2018
congressional election in North Carolina’s 9th congressional district. There, a GOP political
operative ran an operation that collected absentee ballots from
voters and tampered with those ballots. This led to the North Carolina Board of
Elections ordering a new congressional election in the district. Ballot collection is illegal in
North Carolina. Indeed, ballot tampering scandals are not more common in states that allow
ballot collection.

•

Some partisans have tried to leverage the North Carolina election fraud into an indictment of
absentee ballot assistance laws by suggesting that ballot assistance practices are all forms
of illegitimate ballot harvesting. In particular, they incorrectly claim that the “ballot harvesting”
that is illegal in North Carolina is actually legal in California because of a 2016 ballot
collection law that permits people other than family members to collect voters’ absentee
ballots.
This is false. Ballot assistance may be legal in California, but ballot tampering is illegal there
— as it is everywhere in the country.
The Truth, Moreover: Absentee ballot assistance laws can be critical lifelines for
voters.

•
•

•

Twenty-seven states have absentee ballot assistance laws that permit voters to designate
someone other than a family member to return their absentee ballot, according to
the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Some voters need this assistance in order to cast a ballot. For example, the Native American
Rights Fund has said, “Native voters, especially tribal elders, often lack reliable transportation
and reside in geographically remote areas in which they rely upon friends and neighbors to
pick up and return their mail.” As a result, barring third-party assistance with absentee voting
“would effectively disenfranchise tens of thousands of Native voters.”
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The Consequences: Lower levels of trust in elections and more restrictive voting laws.
Like other claims of widespread fraud, attacks on “ballot harvesting” undermine trust
in the integrity of the elections process.
In addition, Arizona and Montana have enacted laws to sharply restrict third-party assistance
to absentee voters in recent years. In January 2020, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals struck down Arizona’s restriction, holding that it had a discriminatory effect on
American Indian, Hispanic, and African American voters in violation of the Voting Rights Act
and that it was passed for a discriminatory purpose, in violation of the Fifteenth Amendment.
(This decision has been stayed pending Supreme Court review.)
According to the to the court, minority voters were more likely than other voters to rely on
assistance casting their absentee ballots, for a variety of reasons including issues with
transportation and mail service.

•
•

8. We Need More Aggressive Purges to Clear Out All the
Ineligible Voters
The Claim: Aggressive voter purges are needed because voter rolls are infected with
large numbers of ineligible voters.
The Truth: Claims that voter rolls are “dirty” are overblown.

•
•

•

Many of the claims that jurisdictions have more voters on the rolls than eligible people in the
jurisdiction appear to be based on a rudimentary comparison between U.S. Census
population data, which is not designed to estimate the eligible voting age population, and
county election statistics, which are measured at “book closing” — the period immediately
before an election, when registration rates are at their high-water mark. Federal courts
have rejected this approach, and many of the targeted jurisdictions
have rebutted these claims.
Furthermore, some of these claims have included “inactive” voters — those who have been
flagged for potential removal from the rolls — in the count of registered voters. Federal law,
sensibly, requires jurisdictions to keep these voters on the rolls for two election cycles before
purging them. This is a feature, not a bug: it helps to ensure that flagged voters have actually
changed addresses or otherwise become ineligible.
The Truth, Moreover: Claims of rampant inaccuracies in the voter rolls are part of a
sustained pressure campaign to push election officials to purge their rolls more
aggressively. But aggressive purges can result in eligible voters being improperly
kicked off the rolls.

•

For example, officials and activists have pushed the use of interstate data-matching systems,
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including one system administered by the Kansas secretary of state, to identify voters
registered in more than one state. But the Kansas system has proven deeply flawed, in part
because it matches voters using only their first name, last name, and date of birth, which is
likely to produce false positives in groups as large as statewide or multistate registration lists.
(In December 2019, Kansas suspended the system, as part of a court settlement.)
•

There has also been an uptick in state efforts to purge noncitizens, but the data states are
using as the basis for these purges has not been consistently reliable. Texas’s disastrous
2019 noncitizen purge attempt illustrates the point.
The Consequences: Purge numbers are growing.

•
•

•
•

The Brennan Center has documented a dramatic surge in purge rates since the Supreme
Court gutted the Voting Rights Act (VRA) in 2013.
Counties that were previously covered by Section 5 of the VRA — that is, counties in states
with a history of voting discrimination — have purged people from the rolls at much higher
rates than other counties have. The median purge rate between 2016 and 2018 in
jurisdictions previously covered by Section 5 was 40 percent higher than the purge rate in
jurisdictions that were not covered.
The Consequences, Moreover: Improper purges can disenfranchise eligible voters,
cause undue delays at the polls, and heighten distrust in our election systems.

•
•

In 2016, the New York City Board of Elections purged hundreds of thousands of voters with
little notice to voters or the public. On Election Day, thousands of voters showed up at the
polls only to find that their registrations had been deleted.

•

In 2019, the Texas secretary of state announced that there were 95,000 noncitizens on the
state’s voter rolls, including 58,000 who had voted illegally. This claim, which was based on
state driver’s license data, was false. A federal court halted purges based on the faulty
information and the secretary of state eventually resigned over the debacle, but not before
President Trump amplified the initial false claim, sowing distrust in the elections process.

•

As noted above, claims that several Iowa counties had more voters on their rolls than eligible
voters in the county also appeared ahead of the Democratic Caucus in January 2020. These
claims were quickly debunked, but the confusion around the caucus vote counting gave them
new life and gave partisans new opportunities to question the integrity of the election.

•
•
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year ago
and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick,
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South
Plainfield. However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting,
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A
guest speaker is usually in attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will
keep you current on this and other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS WE HAVE DONE...
•

CONDUCT VOTER REGISTRATION & ASSISTANCE in MIDDLESEX AND SOMERSET
COUNTIES

•

PROVIDE CIVICS EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS/COLLEGES

• HEAR SPECIAL GUESTS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS, including:

Dr. Scott Taylor – Superintendent, Highland Park Public Schools
Michael Hill – NJTV
Jeff Tittel – NJ Sierra Club
John Wisniewski - Former Member of the N.J. General Assembly (1996 - 2018)

• HOST COMMUNITY FORUMS, including:

o REDISTRICTING REFORM FORUM – FEBRUARY 2019
o HIGHLAND PARK CANDIDATE FORUM – MAY 2019

•

ADVOCATE FOR LWVNJ-SUPPORTED LEGISLATION & ACTIONS

• SERVE AS LIAISONS TO LWVNJ STATEWIDE COMMITTEES – Natural Resources,
Education, Government, Women & Family Issues, Immigration

•

SPONSOR ESSAY/VIDEO CONTESTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
YVOTE Contest held Fall 2018 with wide participation throughout Middlesex and
Somerset counties.

•

CREATE & DISTRIBUTE MEMBER NEWSLETTER - (THE BALLOTEER)
Keeping our members informed each month and providing updates from our liaison
work on LWVNJ statewide committees.

•

HOLD SPECIAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
Booktalk and Gallery Walk, - May 2019
GNBA Garage Sale – June 2019
Women in History Series, Part 1 – August 2019

... AND BECAUSE YOU'RE READING OUR NEWSLETTER, WE THINK YOU ARE LIKELY
ALSO A PERSON WHO WANTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN
US, WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE OR JUST STAY INFORMED. YOU CAN FIND LEAGUE
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION FORM ON PAGE 27 .
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THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Planning Team
GNBA President

Andrea Kahn

Funds Manager

Larry Klein
Steven Lax (Chair)

Voter Services and Civic
Education

Sheila Mazar (Middlesex County High Schools)
Noel Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Sharon Gruber (Somerset County High Schools)
Ethel Reid (Middlesex County College)

Census2020 Coordinator

Sharon Gruber

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino)

Student Organizing

Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

Get Out the Vote - Our Vote,
Our Future

Beth Stevens

Newsletter Editor

Social Media Committee

David Spector (until July 1)

Andrea Rojas and Inica Kotasthane
(Committee Co- Chairs)
Committee Advisor: Jamie Figliolino
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector - Chair (until July 1)
Nora Krieger

Natural Resources Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
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Newsletter Advertisement Subscription: The Balloteer
(Distributed throughout Middlesex and Somerset Counties)
The Balloteer is published prior to GNBA meetings generally held monthly.
Advertisements will run for 6 consecutive issues. Please mark your subscription
request below.

o $100
o $75
o $50
o $25

full page (approximately 7” X 10”)
half page (app. 8” X 5”)
quarter page (app. 5” X 4”)
Business card size

(app. 3 1/2 “ X 2”)

Please ask for any assistance with your ad by contacting Jamie Figliolino, GNBA
Fundraising Chair at jamiefigliolino@gmail.com and mail your subscription to Jamie
Figliolino at 24 Highview Road, East Brunswick, NJ. 08816-3022, together with a
check payable to LWVNJ-GNBA in the amount marked above.
Production requirements: High quality JPEG, Word or PDF.
Word or PDF required for all color ads.
Please email ad material to David Spector, Balloteer Editor at
dalarecherche@yahoo.com
The undersigned will submit an ad indicated in the box checked above for publication
as described in this form. Enclosed please find payment.
Requested by:
Email Address:
Address:
Phone Number:

____________________________________________ (PRINTED NAME)
_____________________________________________ (SIGNATURE)
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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