Balloteer, Vol. II No. 3

April 2020

SPECIAL ISSUE:

DEMOCRACY IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC

Balloteer, Vol. II No. 3

April 2020

GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS

Jill Lewis-Spector

Andrea L. Kahn

Dear GNBA Members and Supporters,
We hope that everyone is safe, healthy, and able to handle the social isolation now required
of us. Just months ago we didn’t imagine the disruption to our lives that would be caused by
a virus originating so remotely from ourselves and traveling so fast. We’ve all been affected
by postponement of meetings, talks and events, closing of schools and courts; cancelled
theater programs, closure of restaurants and shops; loss of jobs or working from home with
children nearby; and streets and sidewalks emptied along with items on grocery shelves.
Our local league has had to delay activities so important for us: Census2020 outreach,
candidate forums, voter registration at multiple schools and other venues; our work with
parolees at NJ’s ReEntry program in New Brunswick, civics education at local high schools
and colleges, speaker events on such topics as election security, and our 19th Amendment
Women’s Suffrage and LWV Centennial Celebrations. This is the new normal for all of us,
for now.
But just as we dream about our spring gardens during cold winter months, we can spend our
sequestered time planning our future events and making the most of our down time. The
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most resistant of us are finally embracing technology to network and continue our important
work with emails, texts, zoom meetings, Facetime, Skype and other social media.
Everyone should consider voting by mail. Applications by mail are due May 29 but you can
access the application online now for each NJ county at
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml By signing up early you will avoid
overloading the County Clerks’ Offices at the last minute. Census2020 letters have gone
out.
You can complete the 2020 Census in just a few minutes at https://www.2020census.gov/
(copying and pasting the url here may be necessary.) Use the time you have available now
to respond early. Encourage your friends and acquaintances to do the same. Create posts
on local social media sources, such as for your neighborhood at www.nextdoor.com to
encourage hard-to-reach communities to do likewise. Develop from-a-distance strategies for
a get-out-the-vote initiative. Use this time to consider how we might use our resources to
promote a better understanding of our federal constitutional democracy, our responsibility as
citizens and our need to be informed on the important issues of our times and to actively
engage in our democracy. These are not only important League goals; they are important
to everyone.
We also should acknowledge bright spots where we find them now, as some significant
positive outcomes are emerging from this crisis. State and local governments, businesses
and private citizens have stepped up to take leading roles in addressing the crisis. Our first
responders continue to work valiantly at great personal risk. We are witnessing kinder and
gentler interaction as people stand respectfully six feet apart in lines at supermarkets and
pharmacies for essential purchases. And most of us stay home as much as possible,
respectful of the Governor’s Executive Orders. Young people are offering to buy groceries
for their senior neighbors. People really are pulling together. Perhaps this is a harbinger of
a break in the recent extreme political polarity. More states are considering expanding Vote
by Mail and other options to give greater access to the polls, and there is wider discussion
about other election reforms. Congress was able to pass nonpartisan legislation to help
struggling individuals and businesses. Perhaps we can now also clearly see the need for a
strong healthcare system to protect us all with insurance not tied to jobs when so many
people are losing theirs. With so much of the workforce staying at home, we’ve even seen
improvement in air quality, and perhaps we will be called to action and work together now to
protect the environment and address global climate change.
We have a strong and wonderful country. Just as others before us have faced dangerous
times and prevailed, we have no doubt we will see this through. As we have for the last 100
years, the League of Women Voters will take a leadership role in addressing these
challenges. You, our members, friends and volunteers, have always shown the
commitment, grit, creativity and hard work key to fulfilling our mission and with that we are
certain that better days are ahead. Thanks for all you do. Stay Healthy….Stay Safe.
Warmest Wishes,
Andrea and Jill
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About This Issue of The Balloteer
To an extent that was unanticipated, this issue of The Balloteer has been informed and
shaped by the event that now surrounds us all. The familiar GNBA landscape found in
previous issues of The Balloteer is absent. It was, to draw further from the metaphor, a
landscape with figures; for it was a chronicle of what can be achieved when people gather
together - literally - in a common endeavor. Voter registration drives, candidate forums (a
packed house of close to 300 people in Highland Park - during a storm so ferocious the
county civil defense interrupted all transmissions with a flash flood alert), monthly chapter
meetings with distinguished guest speakers, working with local educators on content for
Kahoot!, a Y Vote essay and video contest in which 150+ high school students participated,
and more. Quite a bit more. And while GNBA is certainly capable of wide-scale planning,
which requires a view from a distance, invariably when a plan was put into action, when the
rubber hit the road, it involved face-to-face physical presences - a whole lot of them. In
other words, exactly what, in this time of pandemic, is contra-indicated if we want to survive.
This is why this issue of The Balloteer is structured differently. GNBA appears in it less than
previously. But the crisis in which GNBA and all of us find ourselves - historic, existential if
you will - is brought to the fore; it's the new environment in which we must all find new ways
to make our contribution - it's new terrain. The bulk of GNBA's usual activities are on hold NOT cancelled. "Virtual" is the new watchword and GNBA is aware of that. Note the new
Social Media Committee that's highlighted and about which more will be detailed in coming
issues. In the meantime, keep safe; there's more, indeed, to follow.
In This Issue

BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION
Voting In A Time of National Emergency [page 6]
ENSURING CITIZEN ENFRANCHISEMENT
NJLWV's Detailed Position on Reforms Needed to Ensure Voter Access [page 8]
GETTING READY FOR THE VOTE
New Jersey Election Date and Procedure Changes [page 11]
What You Should Know About Registration and Voting in the July 7 Primary:
Signing Up to Vote [page 12]
Step by Step 2020 Guide to Voting in New Jersey [page 15]
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GNBA COMMITTEE ACTIVITY UPDATES
Social Media Committee [page 18]
Voter Services and Civic Education [page 19]
GNBA LIAISONS TO STATE BOARD COMMITTEE ACTIVITY
NJLWV Natural Resources Group [page 20]
NJLWV Education Committee [page 21]
STATUS OF ONGOING AND PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED GNBA EVENTS [page 23]
KEEPING DEMOCRACY ALIVE DURING THE PANDEMIC [page 24]
THE LAST PARTY [page 26]
IN MEMORIAM:
Ruth B. Mandel (1938 - 2020) [page 28]
ABOUT THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA
League and Local History and the GNBA Leadership Team Roster - [page 30]
Some of the Things We Have Done [page 31]
Planning Team and State Board Liaison Roster [page 32]
Membership Form [page 34]
Balloteer Advertising Purchase Form [page 35]
VISIT US at https://lwvgnba.com/ "LIKE” US on FACEBOOK at
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA
FOLLOW US on INSTAGRAM at @lwvgnba.nj
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VOTING IN A TIME OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY
BY TOM WHEELER
Tom Wheeler is a Visiting Fellow in Governance Studies at the Brookings Institution
His essay appeared on the March 23, 2020 edition of the Brookings website.

Abraham Lincoln could not vote for his own reelection in 1864. His home state of Illinois
required all voters to physically present themselves at the polling station in order to exercise
their franchise. In the midst of a national emergency - the Civil War - the president of the
United States could not leave the capital and thus was effectively disenfranchised. Voting
rules denied the leader of the nation his right to vote. Voting rules should similarly not
disenfranchise Americans during the COVID-19 emergency.
Along with Illinois, the states of Indiana, Delaware, New Jersey and Oregon limited the right
to vote in the election of 1864 only to those who physically went to the polls. This meant that
many of the soldiers fighting to preserve the union were disenfranchised just like their
commander in chief. Seventeen states, however, changed their voting rules to permit one
form or another of the "soldier vote" from the field.
Now is the time to consider if and how we change our rules so that COVID-19 does not
disenfranchise Americans. Two facts are undeniable: we are in the midst of a national crisis
of indeterminate length, and every American has the right and responsibility to cast their
vote. Now is the time to start preparing for COVID-19's impact on the November 3, 2020
election.
In the current emergency, there is a national policy against large gatherings. If you do go
out, six feet of distancing is recommended. Standing in long lines at polling stations in order
to enter a small enclosure just vacated by someone of unknown health is not in keeping with
prevailing medical advice.
Hopefully, the COVID-19 crisis will have run its course by November - although increasingly
we are being warned to expect its return in the fall even if it does lessen in the summer. Our
government was apparently unprepared for the novel coronavirus despite warnings; let us
not repeat that again when it comes to the election. With election day eight months
away, what are we doing now to prepare to protect our citizens' right to vote (and the health
and safety of poll workers)?
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Two days after the November 1864 election, Lincoln reflected that "until now it has not been
known to the world that this [election] was a possibility". As if speaking to us today, he said,
"We cannot have free government without elections; and if the rebellion could force us to
forego or postpone a national election, it might fairly have claimed to already have
conquered and ruined us."
Our test is similar: could COVID-19 "conquer and ruin" our defense of the most basic
democratic right? Will the world's bedrock of democracy protect the key to democracy?
Thus far this year, multiple states have delayed their primary elections. There is much less
flexibility when it comes to the national election. Congress in 1845 established the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November as the date of the national election.
The 20th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, guiding off that schedule, mandated that the
new Congress convene on January 3 and the President be inaugurated on January 20. The
message here is simple: we have an eight month head start. Let's not treat protecting the
democratic franchise as something that sneaks up on us. Denying the potential problem or
waiting to see whether COVID-19 reappears in the fall before we act is not a solution. While
some complain voting by mail and other solutions will cause confusion and the potential for
fraud, one sure way to assure problems is to ignore until too late the reality we can now
readily identify.
Senators Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), along with 24 other senators
have indicated that they intend to introduce the Natural Disaster and Emergency Ballot Act
of 2020 to allow for national vote-by-mail as well as the expansion of early voting. That all
the sponsors are Democrats illustrates how the issue has often been perceived as partisan.
Yet 33 states currently give their citizens the right to vote-by-mail without any extenuating
excuse. Colorado, Washington State and Oregon have all-mail elections.
The effect of opening the franchise to soldiers in the field in 1864 was partisan as well. The
Democrats thought they would benefit from the soldier vote. After all, their candidate as
former Union commander George B. McClellan and surely his former troops would stand
with him. "We are as certain of two-thirds of that vote for General McClellan as the sun
shines," one Democratic newspaper publisher predicted. Lincoln expected to lose. He even
had his cabinet sign a pledge to continue u to work to preserve the union in the period after
his defeat but before the inauguration. In the end, however, it was the Republican Lincoln
who won the 55 percent of the popular vote, including 75 percent of the soldier vote.
Ultimately, the democratic right to vote was protected in 17 states because leaders stepped
up and made the statutory changes necessary to assure citizens of their franchise. Now is
the time to anticipate the challenge that will confront us in only a few months and act once
again to preserve the franchise.
"You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today," Lincoln once
observed. Today is our moment of responsibility.
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The New Jersey League of Women Voters allied with the New Jersey Institute for Social
Justice and the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey and sent the following letter to
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy and New Jersey Secretary of State Tashesha Way.
Dear Governor Murphy and Secretary of State Way:
Thank you for your leadership during this difficult time. We are fortunate that many of New
Jersey’s voting practices, such as no excuse absentee voting, have made it easier to ready
ourselves for successful elections during this public health crisis. In addition, other recently
enacted reforms have moved New Jersey toward more modern and secure elections,
enabling us to take advantage of several tools to help better serve New Jersey voters.
As we address our elections, it is paramount to prioritize health and safety, while also
ensuring a thriving participatory democracy. Voting must be categorized as an “essential
service” and voters must have multiple options for accessing the ballot during this crisis.
We are most concerned with communities, such as communities of color and the disability
community, that historically face obstacles to the ballot.
Please find below recommendations to safeguard against disenfranchisement of voters,
without posing undue risks to public health and safety.
These recommendations apply to the June primary election, with the possibility of
application to the November General Election, and any special election between June and
November.

Voter Registration:
We face several challenges to voter registration. Traditionally, many voters rely on in-person
registration opportunities through social service agencies, government interactions, voter
registration drives, libraries, etc, or they rely on the automatic voter registration process
through interactions with the Motor Vehicle Commission. These are not currently viable
options, and many voters do not have the ability to print and mail paper voter registration
forms.
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While we understand it will be difficult to have online voter registration available in
time for the June primary election, we must dedicate additional resources to having
the system ready as soon as possible.
There must be expanded opportunities for people to register to vote, including
relaxing voter registration deadlines and permitting election day voter registration.

Vote-by-Mail:
Vote-by-Mail is preferred and should be encouraged. However, it must be easy to obtain
and cast a ballot and we must minimize the risk of ballots being rejected.
•

•
•
•

•

•

All voters should have ballots mailed to them, with clear instructions on how to
properly fill out their ballot, how to cast it, how to obtain a replacement ballot, and
where they can get help with questions.
All vote-by-mail return envelopes should have pre-paid postage.
Ballot and accompanying material should be sent in all relevant languages, as
required by the Voting Rights Act.
Options to request replacement and return vote-by-mail ballots early in-person should
be maintained but should follow the same CDC protocols outlined for polling places to
ensure the safety of the public and election officials.
Tracking procedures for voters to track their mail-in ballots--as well as find out if it
was counted, and if it was rejected, why it was rejected--should be clearly
communicated and easily accessible.
Voters should have easy online access to view if they are on a list to automatically
receive vote-by-mail ballots for future elections.

Polling Place Recommendations:
We must encourage people who can vote by mail to vote by mail. At the same time, every
effort must be made to maintain in-person voting opportunities to ensure all voters have
equal opportunities to cast a ballot. Vote-by-Mail is not an equitable solution for all, including
voters with certain disabilities, voters that need language assistance, people without mail
access including more transient populations, voters that need to cast provisional ballots,
voters displaced from their homes because of the COVID-19 virus, or voters that need other
additional assistance casting a ballot. Simply put, certain voters will be disfranchised in an
all vote-by-mail system if in-person voting options aren’t also made available.
Our recommendations balance public health concerns with encouraging a robust
democracy:
•

Polling places and equipment must be adequately sanitized and follow the guidance
issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Polling places
should be set up to maintain “social distancing” protocols. Poll workers should be
trained in CDC recommendations to ensure their safety as well as the safety of
voters.
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Polling place location changes that might be necessary to protect vulnerable
populations should be determined as early as possible, be ADA compliant, and be
located in areas that are easily accessible to historically marginalized communities.
Polling place changes must be clearly communicated to the public.
The number of available polling places should remain the same to prevent crowding
and lines at any polling place.
Polling places should prepare for the casting of a large number of provisional ballots.

Voter Education and Combating Misinformation:
•

•

Early, consistent, and clear communication must be prioritized as these necessary
changes are implemented. Election officials must combat voter confusion and
disinformation.
The Secretary of State’s Division of Elections website, like the Department of Health’s
website, should have clear, accessible information, and as we get closer to Election
Day, should be updated regularly.

Voter Protection:
•

While we hope these recommendations prevent disenfranchisement as much as
possible, we still anticipate that voters will need access to Election Day judges in
order to argue for their voting rights. Election Day judges must be available to
determine eligibility.

We understand that there are no easy decisions. Every decision made during these trying
times comes with repercussions and we thank you for your leadership in making these
tough calls. But it is precisely during times of crisis that we most need to lean on our
collective resolve to ensure a healthy and reliable democracy. It is possible to maintain
secure, accessible, and fair elections, while protecting the public and not risking
disenfranchisement. Our citizens need to have faith that their voices are heard, now more
than ever, and we must do everything in our power to protect the sacred institution of voting.
We look forward to working closely with election officials to ensure voting remains
accessible to all. Sincerely,
American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey
League of Women Voters of New Jersey
New Jersey Institute of Social Justice
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GNBA's site to provide you with the latest on voting schedules and procedures, as well as
what you need to know about the in's and out's of registration.

New Jersey Election Date and Procedure Changes
In response to conditions resulting from the current corona-virus pandemic, New Jersey
Governor Phil Murphy has issued two Executive Orders that impact on New Jersey
elections.
Per Executive Order No.105, all March and April elections have been postponed until
May 12, 2020. In addition, all elections now scheduled for May 12, 2020 will be
conducted solely via vote-by-mail ballot. This means all registered voters will be
mailed a vote-by-mail ballot and there will be no in-person voting at polling places for
these elections.
Per Executive Order No. 120, the June Primary has been postponed until July 7. A
decision has yet to be made whether the Primary will be conducted solely via vote-bymail ballot.
Here are a few key changes that directly impact voters, but please view Executive Order No.
105 for full details.
•

•
•

The special election scheduled for March 21, 2020, in the Fire District 1 for the
Township of Old Bridge in the County of Middlesex, the special election scheduled for
March 31, 2020, in the Township of West Amwell in the County of Hunterdon, and the
special election scheduled for March 31, 2020, in the City of Atlantic City in the
County of Atlantic shall be postponed until May 12, 2020, to be held concurrently with
the elections currently scheduled for that date.
The elections that are scheduled for April 21, 2020, shall be postponed until May 12,
2020, also to be held concurrently with the elections currently scheduled for that date.
Any election scheduled for a date between March 19, 2020 and May 12, 2020 shall
be postponed until May 12, 2020. Further, no other elections may be held or proceed
prior to May 12, 2020.
11
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All elections that take place on May 12, 2020, including those previously scheduled
for that date and those rescheduled as a result of this Order, shall be conducted
solely via vote-by-mail ballots, which will automatically be sent to all registered
voters without the need for an application to receive a vote-by-mail ballot.
All vote-by-mail return envelopes shall have prepaid postage in order to guarantee
the proper delivery of all cast vote-by-mail ballots.

What You Should Know about Registration and
Voting in the July 7 Primary
As of this writing (April 16), we do not know whether the New Jersey Primary (July 7) will be
a traditional election (polling places with a vote-by-mail option) or a vote-by-mail only
election due to the corona-virus pandemic.
We DO know, however, what you have to do if you intend to vote in the Primary.
The two sets of graphics that follow were designed by Reggie Musolf of GNBA's Voter
Services Team, with input from Ethel Reid, Sharon Gruber, Iris Klein, Larry Klein and Sheila
Mazar.
Both sets of graphics provide, but in different formats, a roadmap to the sometimes
confusing mix of dates (registration vs. voting) that comprise the voter process.
The first set of graphics, "Get Ready to Vote!" mainly concerns the voter registration
process. The second set, "Step by Step: The 2020 Guide to Voting in New Jersey" gives ,
you the big picture of which registration is a part.
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Get ready to
VOTE!
July 7, 2020 New Jersey
Primary Election
______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

SIGN UP TO VOTE
You must register to vote to get on the list of voters for the July 7, 2020
Primary Election. The deadline to register for this election is June 16, 2020.
You may register to vote if you are:
• A United States citizen
• At least 17 years old (though you may not vote until you have reached the age of
18)
• A resident of the county for 30 days before the election
• A person not serving a sentence in jail or prison (NOTE: People on parole or
probation are now eligible to vote.)
When you register to vote, you decide if you want to:
• Declare a political party affiliation* or declare to be unaffiliated**.
• Receive a Mail in Ballot (Vote by Mail for all future elections) or vote in-person
at the polls.
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To register to vote (for the first time) or re-register (e.g., address or name
change):
• Go to https://nj.gov/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml.
• Scroll down to the Voter Registration Application Form for your county.
• Print the form, fill it out, drop it in the mail. It’s pre-addressed.

REQUEST A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT APPLICATION

(Apply as soon as

possible and vote safely from home.)

Go to: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml. The deadline
to apply for this election: By mail: June 30, 2020; In-person: to the
County Clerk until 3 pm on July 6, 2020.

*While you may declare whatever political party you wish, Democrat and Republican
are the only recognized political parties in NJ.
**NJ state law provides for semi-closed primaries; this means that a voter generally
must be registered as a party member in order to participate in that party's
primary. A previously unaffiliated voter can participate in the primary of his or her
choice by affiliating with a party on the day of the election. Otherwise, a voter must
indicate his or her party preference (e.g., via an updated voter registration) no later than
the 55th day preceding the primary in order to vote in that party's primary.

JULY
PRIMARY
ELECTION

HOW WE ELECT
The President

HOW WE ELECT
U.S. Senator
U.S. Representative

Voters will have candidates for
President from their political party
on their ballot in June

Voters will have candidates for these offices
from their political party on their ballot in
June

NOVEMBER The winner from each political
GENERAL party will run against the winner
ELECTION from other parties in November.

The top two candidates with the most votes
will run against each other in November. It
is possible that these two candidates could
be from the same political party. In the
general election you may vote for any
candidate from any party.
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STEP-BY-STEP
2020 GUIDE TO

VOTING in NEW JERSEY
4/15/2020

STEPS

DATES

VOTER REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION DEADLINES

You must register to vote BEFORE you can vote!
•

For the July 7 Primary Election
Last day to register is June 16, 2020

•

For the November 3 General Election
Last day to register is October 13, 2020

CONFIRM YOUR REGISTRATION STATUS
•
•

Check your voter registration status to confirm you are
able to vote in the next NJ election.
Go to https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/registration-check

NEW REGISTRATION or
RE-REGISTER to VOTE
•

You may register to vote if you are:
o A United States citizen
o At least 17 years old (though you may not vote until
you have reached the age of 18)
o A resident of the county for 30 days before the
election
o A person not serving a sentence in jail or prison
o Important Note: People on parole or probation are
now eligible to vote.

•

If you are not registered to vote, or you need to re-register
(e.g., address/name change):
1. Go to https://nj.gov/state/elections/voterregistration.shtml.
2. Scroll down to the Voter Registration Application
Form for your county.
3. Print the form, fill it out, drop it in the mail. It is
pre-addressed.
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STEPS

DATES

VOTE BY MAIL

VOTE BY MAIL DEADLINES

**IMPORTANT MESSAGE**
The League of Women Voters recommends that you
apply as soon as possible and vote safely from home.
•

You must be a registered voter to apply for a Vote by Mail
Ballot.

•

To apply for a Vote by Mail Ballot Application:
1.
2.
3.
4.

•

Go to https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-bymail.shtml.
Scroll down to the Vote by Mail Ballot Application for
your county.
Print out the form, fill it out, drop it in the mail. It is
pre-addressed.
You will receive a mail-in-ballot approximately 45 days
before the election.

When your Vote by Mail Ballot arrives:
1. Promptly fill it out.
2. Sign it.
3. Mail it back in time for it to ARRIVE by election day.
4. Important Note: You must follow directions on
the ballot EXACTLY or your vote may not be
counted.

DEADLINES TO APPLY FOR A
VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT
•

For the July 7 Primary Election:
o Apply by mail up to June 30.
o Apply in person to the County Clerk until 3:00 p.m.
on July 6.

•

For the November 3 General Election:
o Apply by mail up to October 27.
o Apply in person to the County Clerk until 3:00 p.m.
on November 2.

DEADLINE TO RETURN
COMPLETED MAIL BALLOTS
•

For the July 7 Primary Election:
o Ballots must be postmarked by July 7 and received
at the Board of Elections by July 9.
or
o Ballots may be delivered in person to your County
Board of Elections by 8 p.m. on July 7.

•

For the November 3 General Election:
o Ballots must be postmarked by November 3 and
received at the Board of Elections by November 5.
or
o Ballots may be delivered in person to your County
Board of Elections by 8 p.m. on November 3.

STEPS

DATES

WAYS TO VOTE

•

If you have voted by mail, you do not have to do
anything further on election day.
You can vote:
o from home (prior to election day, via MAIL IN
BALLOT).
o at your local polling place on election day.

•
•
•
•

ELECTION DAYS
•

Primary Election: July 7, 2020

•

General Election: Nov. 3, 2020

•

Polls open 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. on Election Day.
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•

To find your polling place,
Go to https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/polling-place-search

•

Polls open 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. on Election Day.

•

Important Note: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, it is unknown
which polling places will be open for the elections in 2020.

•

Important Note: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, it is
unknown which polling places will be open for the
elections in 2020.

RESOURCES
•
•

•

njelections.org (New Jersey Division of Elections): https://nj.gov/state/elections/index.shtml
VOTE 411.org: https://www.lwv.org/elections/vote411. Launched by the League of Women Voters.
VOTE411 provides “one-stop-shop”, nonpartisan election-related information to the public with both
general and state-specific information on several topics. Find candidate information & much more.
rockthevote.org: https://www.rockthevote.org/. Rock the Vote is a nonpartisan, nonprofit dedicated to
building the political power of young people.

Vote by Mail applications: Print out from:
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml
and select your county.
Voter Registration applications: Print out from:
https://nj.gov/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
Applications must be mailed. They cannot be completed online.
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE

GNBA has formed a student-led SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE
Committee Co-Chairs: Andrea Rohas, Inica Kotasthane
Committee Advisor: Jamie Figliolino
The committee is responding to the COVID-19 lockdown and our need, more than
ever, to communicate critical information about voter registration, vote-by-mail,
and Census2020. The committee will be doing extensive posting to our Instagram
and Facebook accounts.

STUDENTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO SERVE ON THIS COMMITTEE,
SHOULD CONTACT US AT: lwvnjgnba@gmail.com
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VOTER SERVICES AND CIVIC EDUCATION
Co-Chairs: Ethel Reid (ereid36@aol.com) and Steve Lax (zevson2004@verizon.net),
Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon Gruber, Reggie Musolf, Ellen Unger
VOTER REGISTRATION - ON HOLD
GNBA Voter Registration is on hold, due to closure of state and local registration venues,
and the practice of social distancing to slow the transmission of the virus. It is currently
hoped that conditions by September will be such that schools and colleges will be able to
reopen and on-site/in-person registration can resumed.
RE-ENTRY - ON HOLD
On December 19, 2019, Governor Phil Murphy signed Legislation A5823, which restored
voting rights to over 83,000 residents on probation or parole, allowing them to participate in
our democratic process.
GNBA has been providing one day classes in New Brunswick, outlining for citizens whose
voting rights have been restored the processes involved in obtaining them. Meetings are
currently on hold, due to the social distancing being used to slow the spread of the virus.
CENSUS 2020 NJ
Due to the COVID-19 crisis and the need for social distancing, all census field operations
were temporarily suspended beginning in the middle of March. That includes any events
held by non-profit organizations such as LWVGNBA. Prior to the beginning of the crisis,
GNBA did hold an in-person event at the Rutgers New Brunswick Student Center where a
speaker from the census bureau shared information with students about the importance of
responding to the census for students who live off-campus.
Currently, the census bureau is planning to reopen its field offices beginning June 1, 2020.
It is asking congress for a 120 day delay in its deadlines for delivering final census results.
This request includes extending the window for Census field data collection and selfresponse to October 31, 2020. GNBA will re-evaluate its plans for in-person events
depending on the state of the pandemic over the next few months. In the meantime, our
goal is to help encourage Census self-response through social media. Any GNBA member
who would be interested in helping with the social media campaign should contact
sharon.gruber1@gmail.com.
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NJLWV Natural Resources Committee
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
1.

The LWVNJ opposes the proposed weakening of current environmental standards (NEPA).
The LWVNJ has submitted comments to the Federal Register’s publication of the proposed NEPA
act, concluding it would lower protections for environmental protection standards and supersede
current EPA protections and the state approval process for infrastructure projects. LWVNJ pointed
out that rules for encouraging “efficiency” would shorten the public comment period and inhibit
public input. More importantly, the reduced scrutiny of reasonable alternatives would result in
reduced protections for birds, wildlife, and water ways. Only direct effects of projects on the
environment would be considered, only technical solutions considered. The LWVNJ concludes
that NEPA will result in lowered standards of the current Air and Water Acts and the Safe Drinking
Water Act. The NRG urges people to write their legislators and express their concerns about
NEPA.

2.

After withdrawing permits for an extension of the NESE pipeline last November,
Williams/Transco has submitted new applications for the NESE project.
On January 21st it submitted permits for the compressor 206 access road and on January 31st
for the entire NESE project. The deadline for written public comments in NJ was April 6th. (There
was no public hearing.) The deadline in NY was April 13th. Public comments focused on
Transco/Williams’s failure to present evidence of need for the fracked gas. If either NJ or NY
turned down the project it would not proceed. Members of Natural Resource Committee helped
prepare comments submitted by the LWVNJ and circulated a petition to its members asking that
permits be denied. They also worked with a larger coalition of over 50 environmental groups
against NESE and joined them to meet representatives of the NJDEP and Governor Murphy’s
office. In some cases, groups hired outside environmental consultants to build a stronger case
based on legal and scientific information. The NJDEP must announce its decision before May 5,
2020.

3.

NRG Spring Meeting
The NRG spring meeting is scheduled for April 18th and will be held online. No agenda has been
sent as yet, but I will report on the group’s discussion in the May issue of the Balloteer. Current
topics discussed via email included the NEPA regulations and some of the dangers they could
add to our lives such as the unrestricted dumping of nuclear waste. Also, we are still concerned
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about rising seas and the climate crisis, and other pending pipelines in NJ.

NJLWV Education Committee
Committee Chairperson: Jill Lewis-Spector
Even with schools closed, decisions with positive impact are being made. The Education Law
Center plays a critical role in moving education legislation forward. The League of Women Voters of
New Jersey is part of the Our Children/Our Schools consortium that works with ELC on education
issues.
The following is an announcement from the Education Law Center on April 6 that concerns an issue
LWVNJ and the Education Committee have championed in tandem with the ELC

NJ SUPREME COURT ANTICIPATES GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE WILL
FUND SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
Newark, NJ – In an order issued today, the New Jersey Supreme Court has stepped aside to
give Governor Murphy and the State Legislature the opportunity to approve additional funding for
school construction “in the context of the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget,” expressing its “assumption”
the State will comply with the constitutional obligation to improve school facilities in poorer,
urban, “SDA districts.”
In November, the plaintiffs in the landmark Abbott v. Burke litigation – all students enrolled in the
thirty-one former Abbott districts – filed a motion seeking the Supreme Court’s intervention to
remedy the State’s failure to provide additional school construction funds to renovate or rebuild
dilapidated, overcrowded and inadequate school buildings in those districts.
The Abbott plaintiffs specifically requested an order directing the Commissioner of Education and
the Schools Development Authority (SDA) to: 1) revise and submit to the Legislature a statewide
school construction plan identifying priority projects in need of remediation; and 2) promptly seek
and secure sufficient funding from the Legislature to complete the projects in the plan.
In response to the plaintiffs’ motion, the Murphy Administration in January 2020 issued the
Statewide Strategic Plan containing 24 priority projects for construction. The administration also
argued that only the Legislature could authorize additional funding for those projects and should
be given the opportunity to do so in the FY21 budget.
The Court accepted the State’s representations, finding that any determination of State noncompliance must be made in the “context of Fiscal Year 2021 Budget which has not been
enacted.” The Court further stated that it “declined to proceed on the assumption that [State]
respondents will fail to comply with their constitutional obligations to provide a thorough and
efficient educational system pursuant to [the New Jersey State Constitution].”
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"We are not surprised by the Court’s ruling today,” said David G. Sciarra, Education Law Center
Executive Director and attorney for the Abbott Plaintiffs. “This follows a similar approach taken
by the Court when faced with the need for more construction funds over a decade ago. By
dismissing the motion ‘without prejudice,’ the Court has made clear it expects the Legislature to
authorize the additional funds in the now delayed FY21 Budget and, if they fail to do so, we can
ask the Court to step back in.”
Providing needed school construction funding in the FY21 Budget gives the Legislature the
opportunity to not only meet its constitutional obligation, but also put thousands of New Jersey
construction workers, as well as architects, engineers and building suppliers, quickly back to
work. Investing in this vital infrastructure will be welcome news given the looming economic crisis
and unemployment caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding of “shovel ready” projects
can serve as an important catalyst to jumpstart the statewide economy when the pandemic
subsides.
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GNBA MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS
GNBA monthly chapter meetings have gone on hold. Meetings will resume when
authorities determine that the pandemic has lessened or a vaccine has been
developed such the corona-virus is not the threat that it is now.
Special guest speakers had been scheduled for the meetings and it is hoped that if
resumption comes before the year is out, we can still have them visit and present.
These include:
Thomas Lynch, Administrator of the Middlesex County Board of Elections, and Steve Peter,
Somerset County Clerk, on Election Security 2020: Are Middlesex and Somerset Counties
Prepared?
Ronald Pierce, Justice Fellow at the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, speaking on: Voting
Has Value for the Soul: Creating a More Inclusive Democracy.

The March 29 Meet and Greet will be rescheduled for the fall.
The Middlesex County College Suffrage Celebration scheduled for March 19 is being moved to
September.
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An Op-Ed co-authored by LWVNJ's Executive Director, Jesse Burns, with Hanal
Patel, and appearing in the April 3, 2020, edition of njsotlight.com.
New Jersey, like the rest of the nation, is faced with an immense challenge: safeguarding
our democracy while protecting public health. There is no one-size-fits-all solution for voters,
and we must execute a multipronged approach to ensure access to the ballot. Fortunately,
we have the necessary tools to accomplish this. Last week, the League of Women Voters of
New Jersey, the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, and the ACLU of New Jersey sent
a letter of recommendations to the governor and secretary of state laying out steps that
must be taken in order to ensure that our upcoming elections are successful and robust,
even during the current crisis. Every vote counts and must be protected. Our
recommendations focus on protecting those who are historically marginalized at the polls,
such as communities of color and the disability community, to ensure they have multiple
options to cast a ballot.
Voting begins with registration, and in a historically important election year, we are
significantly limited in how we can register to vote in New Jersey. The spread of COVID-19
in our state has meant that organizations like the league and many others have had to
cancel voter registration drives and events. The Motor Vehicle Commission being closed
means automatic voter registration (AVR) is not an option. Currently, the only way to register
to vote is to print out a registration form and put it in the mail — a challenge for people who
do not have printers at home. The public-health crisis also happened just as 83,000 people
on parole and probation finally had their right to vote restored through the advocacy led by
the institute and its 1844 No More campaign. People long denied the right to vote are now
hampered by the difficultly of registering.
This is why we have recommended additional resources such as online voter registration
(OVR) be set up as soon as possible. In January, after our advocacy, OVR became law
here, but the law does not go into effect until this summer. It needs to be sooner. We also
recommend relaxing our 21-day registration deadline. With people around the state socialdistancing, quarantining and, sadly, at hospitals, arbitrary deadlines are particularly
egregious. We must allow people to register on Election Day, as many other states do.
Democracy must be accessible to all
We must also make democracy accessible to everyone, while maintaining restrictions in
place for our safety. In order to do this, we should encourage and expand vote-by-mail while
minimizing the risk of ballots being rejected. As the governor rightly included in Executive
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Order 105, all voters should have ballots mailed to them with clear instructions. The ballots
must include prepaid postage — requiring people to pay for postage would be a poll tax.
Ballots and instructions must be sent in all relevant languages as required by the Voting
Rights Act. Additionally, people must be provided options for requesting replacement ballots
and should be able to easily track their ballots so they can trust the process.
But vote-by-mail is not an equitable solution for all, including voters with certain disabilities;
voters that need language assistance; voters without mail access, including more transient
populations; voters that need to cast provisional ballots; voters displaced from their homes
because of COVID-19 and voters that need additional assistance casting a ballot. Simply
put, certain voters will be disfranchised in a strictly vote-by-mail system if in-person voting
options aren’t also made available. We can have in-person voting while keeping everyone’s
safety in mind. All in-person polling places and equipment must be sanitized and follow CDC
guidance. Social-distancing protocols should also be in place and followed.
In-person voting also offers other safeguards, such as allowing people to cast provisional
ballots — crucial for ensuring that every vote counts. For the same reason, a sufficient
number of Election Day judges must be available so that voters know that their fundamental
right to vote will be protected.
In an age of deliberate misinformation campaigns, voter education has never been more
important, especially as people are understandably confused about procedures in light of
the public-health crisis. Early, consistent and clear communication must be prioritized both
to elected officials and to the public. The public must know that our government is
committed to protecting our democracy. The secretary of state’s website, like the
Department of Health’s website, should have clear, accessible information as we get closer
to Election Day and must be updated regularly.
This virus is highlighting our country’s vast disparities. Lives are being lost, millions of
people have lost their jobs, economically disadvantaged children are struggling to access
food and education, families are finding it unmanageable to balance child care with work
responsibilities, communities of color are being further marginalized and many people are
one paycheck away from devastation. These tears in our safety net can be dire for the most
vulnerable among us. Access to the ballot, and their voices in the decisions that impact
them, cannot become another victim to this pandemic.
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The last party????
Really?
Okay - that's a little bit over the top, granted; but it
was on March 7 that Beth Stevens, Reggie Musolf
and Sheila Mazar joined with members of other
local leagues in New Jersey to implement a joint
program with the Girl Scouts of New Jersey
And it was about a week later that the state and
much of the country went into lockdown and the
battle against the coronavirus pandemic was
kicked up a couple of notches with more notches
doubtless to follow.
So, big events like Voter Girl would now go on
hold. (Of course, there will be a future - perhaps
not that far away, perhaps a little bit longer in
which patience will be called for - when communal
events will once again occur. But what kind of
title is "The Last Party For the Next We're Not
Sure How Long" ? You get the idea.)

Called Voter Girl, the program was a
half day event devoted to teaching the
attending Girl Scouts about how
governments and elections work. The
goal was to encourage the interest of
girls in participating in elections and in
women in political leadership. The
attendees could earn Girl Scout badges
in civics as part of the event.
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The role played by GNBA members and other local leagues was to design and run the
election component of the Voter Girl event. During a morning filled with age-appropriate
workshops that were designed to help them earn their Civics badges, the girls came down to
participate in an election. They each signed into a Poll Books designed to mimic a standard
election poll books signed by voters. Each girl then received a ticket to hand to a poll worker
and the were able to vote on authentic voting machines provided by the Union County
Board of Elections.

Each age group had a different set of two
questions to vote on. Each set of questions was
geared to their level of understanding of
election issues. Lastly, the election asked a
third question of all ages, focusing on the
question “should single use plastic bags be
used in grocery stores?”
The Girl Scouts were excited and enthusiastic
about the chance to vote as were the GNBA
members who had the chance to help them
learn about this crucial activity (that's Sheila
and Reggie on the far left).
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Ruth B. Mandel
1938 - 2020

The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area joins The
Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University and the Rutgers Center for
American Women and Politics in mourning the passing of Ruth Mandel, an
inspirational educator, advocate and mentor who believed in the importance of
informed civic engagement and the power of women to create a more perfect
democracy.
Mandel, who died at the age of 81 from ovarian cancer on Saturday, April 11,
2020, was Director of Rutgers University’s Eagleton Institute of Politics for
more than two decades until her retirement in 2019. Prior to that she directed
the university’s Center for American Women in Politics. In 2014 Mandel
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commented, “My interest in politics didn’t come out of a political party, It came
much more out of a family background of escaping the Holocaust and thinking
that unless we had good government and good democracy and the world got
to be a better place none of us would make it through.”
For more information about Ruth Mandel’s to learn more about her long and accomplished
career in promoting democracy visit:
- https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/11/us/politics/ruth-mandel-dead.html
- https://www.nj.com/politics/2020/04/ruth-b-mandel-a-national-voice-at-rutgers-onwomens-changing-political-roles-dead-at-81.html
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year ago
and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick,
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South
Plainfield. However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting,
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A
guest speaker is usually in attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will
keep you current on this and other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS WE HAVE DONE...
•

CONDUCT VOTER REGISTRATION & ASSISTANCE in MIDDLESEX AND SOMERSET
COUNTIES

•

PROVIDE CIVICS EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS/COLLEGES

• HEAR SPECIAL GUESTS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS, including:

Dr. Scott Taylor – Superintendent, Highland Park Public Schools
Michael Hill – NJTV
Jeff Tittel – NJ Sierra Club
John Wisniewski - Former Member of the N.J. General Assembly (1996 - 2018)

• HOST COMMUNITY FORUMS, including:

o REDISTRICTING REFORM FORUM – FEBRUARY 2019
o HIGHLAND PARK CANDIDATE FORUM – MAY 2019

•

ADVOCATE FOR LWVNJ-SUPPORTED LEGISLATION & ACTIONS

• SERVE AS LIAISONS TO LWVNJ STATEWIDE COMMITTEES – Natural Resources,
Education, Government, Women & Family Issues, Immigration

•

SPONSOR ESSAY/VIDEO CONTESTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
YVOTE Contest held Fall 2018 with wide participation throughout Middlesex and
Somerset counties.

•

CREATE & DISTRIBUTE MEMBER NEWSLETTER - (THE BALLOTEER)
Keeping our members informed each month and providing updates from our liaison
work on LWVNJ statewide committees.

•

HOLD SPECIAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
Booktalk and Gallery Walk, - May 2019
GNBA Garage Sale – June 2019
Women in History Series, Part 1 – August 2019

... AND BECAUSE YOU'RE READING OUR NEWSLETTER, WE THINK YOU ARE LIKELY
ALSO A PERSON WHO WANTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN
US, WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE OR JUST STAY INFORMED. YOU CAN FIND LEAGUE
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION FORM ON PAGE 22 .
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF

THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Planning Team
GNBA Co-Presidents

Funds Manager

Jill Lewis-Spector (Co-President)
Andrea Kahn (Co-President)

Larry Klein

Ethel Reid and Steven Lax (Co-Chairs)
Voter Services and Civic
Education

Sheila Mazar (Middlesex County High Schools)
Noel Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Sharon Gruber (Somerset County High Schools)

Census2020 Coordinator

Sharon Gruber

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino (Chair)

Student Organizing

Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

Get Out the Vote - Our Vote,
Our Future

Beth Stevens

Newsletter Editor

David Spector
Andrea Rohas and Inica Kotasthane (Committee CoChairs)

Social Media Committee

Committee Advisor: Jamie Figliolino
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector (Chair)
Nora Krieger

Natural Resources Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
There are also vacancies in some GNBA Planning Committee roles.

GNBA OPEN PLANNING COMMITTEE POSITIONS
GNBA SECRETARY
GNBA MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Contact Jill at jlewisprof1@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for the open state
committee liaison or GNBA positions.
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Newsletter Advertisement Subscription: The Balloteer
(Distributed throughout Middlesex and Somerset Counties)
The Balloteer is published prior to GNBA meetings generally held monthly.
Advertisements will run for 6 consecutive issues. Please mark your subscription
request below.

o $100
o $75
o $50
o $25

full page (approximately 7” X 10”)
half page (app. 8” X 5”)
quarter page (app. 5” X 4”)
Business card size

(app. 3 1/2 “ X 2”)

Please ask for any assistance with your ad by contacting Jamie Figliolino, GNBA
Fundraising Chair at jamiefigliolino@gmail.com and mail your subscription to Jamie
Figliolino at
24 Highview Road, East Brunswick, NJ. 08816-3022, together with a check payable
to LWVNJ-GNBA in the amount marked above.
Production requirements: High quality JPEG, Word or PDF.
Word or PDF required for all color ads.
Please email ad material to David Spector, Balloteer Editor at
dalarecherche@yahoo.com
The undersigned will submit an ad indicated in the box checked above for publication
as described in this form. Enclosed please find payment.
Requested by:
Email Address:
Address:
Phone Number:

____________________________________________ (PRINTED NAME)
_____________________________________________ (SIGNATURE)
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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