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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT
HAPPY NEW YEAR to GNBA Members and
Friends!
And Happy Second Anniversary, GNBA!
And what a year it has been! We now have about 70
members, with over 225 signed up to receive our
emails, and our work for the coming year looms ahead.
If each of us does just a little, imagine how much we
will accomplish. With strength in numbers, we are
certain to make an impact on meeting LWV goals,
including:

•
•
•
•

• An accurate census count
• Redistricting Reform for a Fairer New Jersey
• Get Out the Vote
• Civics Education
• Issues Education - through interesting speakers
at our meetings
Civics Engagement – Be involved and speak up to protect our American
Constitutional Democracy
Advocacy for voters’ rights
Protection against voter suppression
Promoting election security

Kudos to LWVNJ for our role in meeting a major goal of restoring voting rights to people on
parole and probation in New Jersey. The legislation was recently signed into law by
Governor Murphy.
This year, everyone, make a resolution to engage in activities to support these goals and to
attend as many meetings as you can to hear our great speakers in order to learn more
about the important issues that affect us. Thank you all for all your hard work, and
congratulations on your successful activities to date.
This year we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution,
ratified August 18, 1920, to guarantee the right of women to vote in federal elections.
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LWVNJ has joined the New Jersey Women Vote coalition to help plan and participate in
activities and celebrations.
Our own GNBA 2nd Anniversary celebration in January coincided with a 100th Anniversary
celebration cosponsored with the Middlesex-Somerset Chapter of the National Organization
for Women (NOW) and featured Guest Speaker, Carol Simon Levin, with portraits of
fascinating women in history. More events are, and will be, listed on the New Jersey
Women Vote website:
https://discovernjhistory.org/njwomenvote2020.
My apologies for not being able to attend the Second Anniversary celebration in January.
My job required me to attend a public meeting for a client to inform their voters about an
issue important to them.
Be assured, my heart was with you on the 6th. I heard the program was great and the
celebration a worthy one (was that ever in question?).
Sincerely,
Andrea
P.S. For those of you who, like myself couldn't make it, we saved some cake for you - on
this issue's cover. Have a bite! It's delicious

_________________________________________________________________

_
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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT

VOTER SERVICES AND CIVIC EDUCATION
Co-Chairs: Ethel Reid (ereid36@aol.com) and Steve Lax (zevson2004@verizon.net),
Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon Gruber, Reggie Musolf, Ellen Unger
In the Works
•

Voter Services and Civic Education is gearing up for 2020, with voter registration
schedules being worked out and publication forthcoming.

•

We are also examining something new - a genuine "next step" in Voter Services. Much
of GNBA’s activity over the past two years has been focused on voter registration,
particularly on registering students in high schools and community/county colleges. This
effort will continue, especially with the 2020 national election coming up. But studies
have shown that registration is definitely no guarantee of the registrant actually voting.
And, unfortunately, follow-up cards or reminder phone calls from the League have little
effect.
The Voter Services ad hoc committee is completing a proposal that would build on our
voter registration success by creating a program to ensure that those we have registered
to vote actually go to the polls to exercise their voting rights. It will involve GNBA's
working with a large number of MCC on-campus groups and volunteers - a groundwork
that already exists because of GNBA's history of working with MCC on student
registration over the past two years.
You'll learn more about this initiative on February 19 at the monthly chapter meeting.

Mark Your Calendars for May 12!
This past summer, GNBA sponsored two high school social studies teachers to attend a
program at Harvard where they learned how to use the Harvard Case Study method to
teach history. We are finalizing the details on a public presentation of the method for our
May GNBA chapter meeting.
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The meeting will be held on a different day, at a different time, and at a different location
than our usual meeting.
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 7:00 PM, HILLSBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL
We will have more details on the presentation in next month's Balloteer.
Please note: This is a participatory event. About a month before the meeting, participants
will be e-mailed a link to materials to study in preparation for the presentation. One does not
need to be a GNBA member to participate. Members of the community are welcome. (And
don't worry - this won't be anything like that dream you have every two years in which you
are back in high school and find yourself taking a final that you didn't study for one whit. This
going to be fun!))
If you would like to register now (even before the topic is announced), please e-mail Steve
Lax at zevson2004@verizon.net with your name and e-mail address and put “Hillsborough
Harvard Case Study” in the subject line to assure a spot.

NJLWV Natural Resources Committee
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
Many of the environmental issues in NJ now under scrutiny by the NRG will be negatively
affected by President Trump’s plan to roll back protections provided by the National
Environmental Policy Act, landmark environmental legislation passed 50 years ago, which
resulted in guidelines for regulating infrastructure construction such as pipelines and
highways and set standards for regulating environmental impacts. The current proposed
legislation would allow construction of major infrastructures projects without the need for
federal review or meeting more rigorous state environmental regulations now in effect to
gain approval for proposed construction projects. Federal regulations would set lower
standards for pollution than current state regulations and states will have no authority to set
higher standards for air and water quality protection. The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission could directly approve projects such as pipelines without considering state
regulations or a project’s effect on the environment. Thus FERC could approve projects that
would not meet the current NJ standards to limit air and water pollution. The negative
effects of infrastructure on health and safety would not be considered.
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Last November Transco-Williams submitted its final revised permits for the NESE pipeline.
Just before the deadline for the NJDEP’s announcement of its decision, Transco-Williams
withdrew its permits (which were barely revised) and said it did so because the NJDEP
stated it could not handle that amount of work (which the NJDEP never stated). Some
environmentalist advised the NJDEP to deny this rumor which casts a negative aspersion on
the NJDEP, perhaps in hopes of undercutting future court cases brought by or Williams
Transco. Environmental activists have also suggested that the gas companies will wait until
the new federal law passes and then proceed to build pipelines such as NESE and PENN
East in NJ without needing to submit any permits.
The Steering Committee of Franklin Park of the Franklin Township Task Force cancelled its
January meeting but did alert members that Transco Williams is seeking the permission
from the Army Corps of Engineers to dump contaminated materials from drilling in the
Raritan Bay (a former Superfund site) in the Historic Area Remediation Site area off of Sea
Bright, also a former superfund site. Both sites have been remediated and will be now be recontaminated. While the HARS site accepts some contaminated materials, the proposed
dumps will contain material with much higher levels of contamination. There will be an Army
Corps of Engineer Hearing to hear public comments that may now be submitted until
January 17, 2020.
The FTP Task Force has prepared sample comments for letters. For more information
contact: Stopffcompressor@yahoo.com
The NRG is also paying attention to the progress of the PENN-East Pipeline. The company
has submitted applications for new permits to proceed with the pipeline which is located in
the Delaware River Basin and ends in Bergan County. This pipeline would destroy 1,613.5
acres of lands, including wetlands, cultivated farmlands, and forests. In NJ the pipeline
would cut through areas where soils and bedrock contain high amounts of arsenic, releasing
it into rivers and aquifers that provide drinking water to people living in the area.
For more information about the Penn-East pipeline, go the website of the Delaware River
Keeper (https.www.delawareriverkeeper.org-urgent-help-needed). You will also find out how
to submit comments to the Delaware River Basin Commission and find sample letters as
models.
The last topic gaining increasing amounts of attention and generating alarmed discussion is
the decision to move fracked methane gas in the form of very explosive Liquid Nitrogen Gas
(LNG) through highways and neighborhoods in southern NJ.
The US Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) approved a plan
for Administrative Energy Transport Solutions to move LNG from fracked gas in PA 175
miles by train to Gibbstown, NJ. PHMDA does not have a good track record for making good
decisions. The safety of these trains is unknown and untested. These trains could be 20
cars long: while some cars are fairly new, others are older, even built before World War I.
They were not designed to carry this material or tested for achieving the reliability of
7
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predictions about the ability of the trains to safely transport the LNG. If the LNG leaks out it
can “pool” on the ground and explode. The resulting fires cannot be put
out.(www.njspotlight.com) and could cover wide swaths of land with industrial areas. This
project has lacked transparency from its beginning and still is lacking in full disclosure of
possible dangers and long-range plans. The project will still need to have more permits
approved from Federal Regulators and the NJ DEP. The Sierra Club and other groups have
criticized the project and are stressing the danger of the current plan to NJ citizens in the
area of operation.

Report on the LWVNJ Government Committee Activities
GNBA Liaison: Beth Stevens
The major focus of the Government Committee over the past 3 to 4 months has been New
Jersey’s Fair District Campaign. This campaign, part of the national league’s “PeoplePowered Fair Maps Campaign”, is the League’s response to the June decision by the US
Supreme Court on gerrymandering.
Background to the current activities
Gerrymandering has become a prominent target of efforts of voter rights groups over the
past several years. Over the past decade increasing numbers of state legislatures have
used their function of drawing the lines of voting districts in such a way as to favor the votes
of those voters in one of the political parties or the voters of specific racial or ethnic
characteristics. This practice, known as gerrymandering, is an unfair distortion of the
electoral system that undermines voter rights.
In June, the Supreme Court issued a decision on suits brought by activists in several states.
The Court asserted that they did not have the standing to rule on gerrymandering because
they were essentially political and not Constitutional issues. Moreover, the Court declared
that no cases involving gerrymandering would not be heard in the future. In response to this
decision, the LWVUS established a national campaign that among other activities, provided
funding to each of the fifty states to pursue reforms in the state’s process for establishing
voting district lines. In New Jersey, the campaign is called the Fair Districts Campaign.
New Jersey’s Fair Districts Campaign
The Fair Districts campaign faces a complicated path to gerrymandering (voter districting)
reform. States differ in the way they legislate voter districting rules. Some states have
provisions in their state constitutions that can be interpreted as protecting individual rights to
a meaningful vote; as a result, courts have generally decided in favor of voting district reform
in cases where there are or can be gerrymandering. Other states are seeking reform by
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citizen-initiated ballot questions, such as the reforms in California. Still others, and this
includes New Jersey, have neither of those attributes. States in this last category must
achieve reform through their state legislatures who can pass legislation and post a
referendum questions on a state ballot for the voters to approve. The Fair Districts
Campaign here in New Jersey therefore must get the legislature to write and then pass
legislation creating a ballot question reforming voter districting.
The reforms sought by the campaign are initially modest, given the power of the state
legislature to determine the content of the referendum question. These proposed reforms
include: (1) opening up the redistricting process so that voters, the media, and experts can
see the reasoning behind the commission’s decisions; (2) creating a set of rules for
determining district lines that are clear and ranked in priority; and (3) the protection of
communities of interest, among other reforms.
Achieving reforms will not be easy. Reform will have to come through public and political
pressure on the legislature. the Fair Districts Campaign will have to use advocacy and
education of the public and the media and to inform voters and legislators about the
problems with the current system and the logic of proposed reforms.
Current Developments
To win reforms of the redistricting process that would be based on data from the 2020
Census, legislation to create a ballot question had to be passed by the legislature in January
of 2020. In January, the President of the State Senate announced that such legislation will
not be considered during the current legislative session. In effect, this prevented a ballot
referendum for the round of redistricting. Reforms will have to wait. The Fair Districts
Campaign will have to continue to use various public education mechanisms to inform public
opinion while joining with other organizations interested in fair elections to generate the
political will to make reforms. This, unfortunately, will be a long-term effort.
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A DOUBLE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
On January 6, GNBA and the Middlesex - Somerset chapter of the National Organization for
Women (NOW) gathered together at the Franklin Township Library and co-sponsored a dual
celebration. Because 2020 is the year of two events:

The 100 Year Anniversary of the
ratification of the Nineteenth
Amendment - the Federal guarantee of
a woman's right to vote - to the
Constitution of the United States.

The Two Year Birthday of
the Greater New Brunswick Area
League of Women Voters informally
referred to as GNBA.
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A goodly sized crowd showed up. The President of
the New Jersey League of Women Voters, Nancy
Hedinger, made a welcome appearance, talked
about the history of the New Jersey League, and
thanked GNBA for its contributions.
Our special guest speaker was Carol Simon Levin,
an independent historian and professional storyteller. The two skills were merged vividly in her
presentation "Reclaiming Our Voice: New Jersey's
Fight for the Role in Women's Suffrage".
Carol took on the persona of Lillian Feickert (1877 1945), an important New Jersey suffragette and
through her told of women's status and then battle
for the vote, beginning in the early 17th century. It
surprised Carol's audience that one state actually
allowed women the vote in the 1790s and it further
surprised her audience that the one state was - New
Jersey. But don't worry - that was ended quick
enough.

Is it Carol? Or is it Lillian?
Is it Lillian? Or is it Carol?
11

The Balloteer, Volume II, No.1

January 2020

The story that Carol told was extraordinary, and exhausting. For those who only knew the
story from a distance, the roller-coaster history of how the franchise came to women was a
revelation. In particular, that this was not some kind of forward movement of History that
was bound to have a (somewhat) happy ending - well, at least better than its beginning
years - if you just waited long enough.
On the contrary, Carol made this so real that it became the stories of individual women - not
necessarily individual because we knew their names, but because Carol gave us a sense of
the effort, sacrifice and pain that was involved in every inch of progress in the battle to get
the vote. Nothing just "happened". Any time something was accomplished, you knew that it
was accomplished by the efforts of individuals. Even if you didn't have a face or name to
attach to that effort, you knew at what price any accomplishment was achieved. Without
using the words themselves, Carol's tale was a tale of courage and bravery that ranked with
any of American history's great stories.

An Addendum: Living History Project
You may never have thought of yourself as being a part of history - but you are!
LWVNJ wants to hear your stories!
Please reflect on why you joined the League of Women Voters and what satisfaction the
League has brought you. Your responses will be shared in a commemorative program.
Feel free to include personal vignettes as well as broad statements about your feelings and
insights related to your participation in the League of Women Voters. For example, talk
about the specifics of how you made a difference for voters, advocated for personally
meaningful legislation, were gratified by a response to a League civics education or other
educational program, or how you were inspired by other League women.
We want to hear about the impact the League has made on your life. Please email your 250
word response to jburns@lwvnj.org by February 24, 2020.
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Some Pictures from the Celebration

Jill and Carol. Uhmmmm, Jill and Lillian?

Sharon Gruber, Sheila Mazar and Neil Mazar
(doing his best impersonation of a British
butler from Upstairs Downstairs).

Iris Klein and Ethel Reid. Is Iris:
(a) trying to hypnotize Ethel?
(b) about to play the opening chords of the Beethoven Op. 106 on a piano that
is out of camera range?
c) none of the above.
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Iris Klein, Sheila Mazar and George Washington Crossing
the Delaware.

Ellen Unger and David Spector. Are they:
(a) examing the voting exhibit?
(b) each trying to identify just who is that on the other side of the exhibit?
(c) at the ten minute mark of a who will blink first stare-down?
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No GNBA event is complete
without the great Reggie Musolf.

Peggy Farrelly and team from the Somerset-Middlesex chapter of cosponsors National Organization for Women (NOW).
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WE'RE DOING VOTER
REGISTRATION
The Milltown School
District Education
Conference
Joyce Kilmer School
21 West Church Street
Milltown, New Jersey

JANUARY 25, 2020 - SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
8:00 AM to 10:15 AM - Ethel Reid and Steve Lax; 10:15 - 12:30 PM - Harriet
Warner and Sheila Mazar
Note: This is a big event, with Keynote Speaker Anna Seewald, MPsy Founder of
Authentic Parenting®, as well as special guests Spotswood High School, Middlesex
County College, St. Joseph’s High School, Middlesex County Vocational and
Technical Schools, SACC and Milltown Recreation, and Milltown Historical Society.
VOLUNTEERS ARE (STILL) NEEDED. WHAT BETTER OPPORTUNITY TO FULFILL
THAT 2020 (AND YEARS PAST) NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION TO DO SOME LEAGUE
VOLUNTEER WORK. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE ABOVE, CONTACT ETHEL
REID, OUR VOTER SERVICES/CIVIC ED CO-CHAIR (ereid36@aol.com).
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A Special GNBA Chapter Monthly Meeting
j"What if we looked at this from where
we want to end up? That'll tell us where
we should start."

"Look, there's just no way. "
"Let's face it - no can do."

"Now, suppose - I'm just saying suppose
- that we...."

"We've tried everything."
"You're kidding, right?"

1. The Quandary

"Instead of trying to figure out how to
get them to follow through, let's think
about what's making them stop."

2. The A-Ha! Moment

3. The Path to a Solution

PUT ON YOUR THINKING CAPS AND LET'S ENGAGE
It's time we all got together and took stock. Find out what's on the horizon for GNBA, with
committee chairs detailing new initiatives and challenging volunteer opportunities. Let's
hear your ideas for new directions, and for ways of meeting a need for volunteers.

The Reformed Church of Highland Park
(Room 104 – behind the stage)
19 South 2nd Avenue
Highland Park, New Jersey 08904

February 19, 2020, 6:30 PM -8:30 PM
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Election Security 2020:
Are Middlesex and Somerset Counties Prepared?
March 18, 2020
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Highland Park Middle School Cafeteria
330 Wayne Street, Highland Park, NJ, 08904
This program on Election Security is both critical and very timely. Elaine M. Flynn,
Middlesex County Clerk, Thomas Lynch, Administrator of the Middlesex County Board of
Elections, and Steve Peter, Somerset County Clerk, will address us on this important issue.
The meeting is open to all.

ELAINE FLYNN
MIDDLESEX COUNTY CLERK

STEVE PETER
SOMERSET COUNTY CLERK
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A STATE LEAGUE EVENT

Please
join us
to celebrate the League of Women Voters of New Jersey
100th anniversary! Tickets on sale soon.
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A STATE LEAGUE EVENT
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We Need an Independent Redistricting
Commission and Fair Maps
The following op-ed by LWVNJ's own Helen Kioukis appeared in the January 15, 2020,
NJSPOTLIGHT.com.
The arrival of the 2020 census data and the
subsequent redistricting of New Jersey — the
redrawing of our voting districts — will change
our political landscape through the next decade.
These new districts will serve as the foundation
of our representative democracy and determine
our
communities’
voting
strength,
the
responsiveness of our elected officials, and the
policy agendas that are able to advance in the
Legislature. But if our voting districts continue to be drawn behind closed doors by
individuals with a personal stake in the final district map, it will call into question the
legitimacy of our elections and further erode the public’s trust in our government.
The Fair Districts New Jersey Coalition has been advocating for a constitutional amendment
to reform New Jersey’s legislative redistricting process into one that is more independent,
transparent, equitable and community-driven. We do not want New Jersey left behind as the
rest of the country moves toward adopting meaningful, people-powered redistricting reforms.
Districts belong to the people, and voters should be choosing their elected officials, not the
other way around.
However, in the absence of a constitutional mandate, there is an opportunity to achieve a
more independent redistricting commission and prevent gerrymandering. That power lies in
the hands of those who will select the ten commissioners responsible for drawing our new
voting districts: the chairs of the Republican and Democratic state committees. A recent
battle for the Democratic State Committee’s chairmanship centered on this appointment
power and concluded with an agreement by the current chair to relinquish some of his
power to other legislative and party leaders.
21
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This power struggle sends a troubling message to voters: Redistricting in New Jersey will
continue to be manipulated to achieve specific political goals, elevating partisan interests
over the public’s interest. But those in a position to select our next redistricting
commissioners have a choice. They can continue to leave everyday voters without a seat at
the table, or they can take steps toward empowering voters and restoring the public’s
confidence in our democratic systems through the commissioner selection process.
Conflict-of-interest provisions
Our statewide coalition urges the chairs of the Republican and Democratic state committees
— as well as anyone deputized to make commission appointments of their own — to apply
strong conflict-of-interest provisions to their selections and exclude individuals who might be
tempted to draw maps to favor their own interests. This includes sitting legislators, their
staff, and their immediate family members; elected leaders or staff of political party or
campaign committees; certain candidates for office; and registered lobbyists.
Members chosen for the New Jersey Apportionment Commission should also reflect the
racial, ethnic and gender diversity of the state’s population. New Jersey is on track to
become a “majority-minority” state within the next ten years. A commission responsible for
drawing our new district maps and ensuring equal and fair representation for all must
include voices from the state’s growing communities of color.
We also encourage the chairs and those involved in conversations related to the
appointment of commissioners to consider qualified unaffiliated or third-party voters in their
decision-making. Most registered voters in New Jersey are not affiliated with one of the two
major political parties. For the commission to truly reflect the electorate, these voters should
have an opportunity to serve alongside registered Democrats and registered Republicans.
Finally, the commissioners selected should be individuals who will best be able to redraw
the boundary lines of our new voting districts in an independent, honest and impartial
manner, who will uphold the principles of the Voting Rights Act, and who will not engage in
any effort to gerrymander our districts in any way.
One way to ensure the next map drawers reflect New Jersey’s diversity and meet the
aforementioned criteria would be to give ordinary voters the opportunity to serve on the
Apportionment Commission. California’s redistricting model highlights the benefits of turning
over the line-drawing power to qualified members of the public. The maps developed by
California’s Independent Redistricting Commission prioritized public input, resulting in more
competitive districts and improved diversity in the Legislature.
Voters support a more independent process
We know that New Jersey voters strongly support a more independent, transparent
redistricting process. Those who participated in a series of redistricting public forums last
year overwhelmingly agreed that sitting legislators should not be given the responsibility of
drawing their own district map, and that space should be created on the commission for
members of the public.
And we also know from both national and state-level surveys that improving redistricting and
22
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preventing gerrymandering is not a partisan issue. People across the political spectrum want
fair elections and responsive elected officials. They want their votes to count. Redistricting is
a fundamental component of our democracy and should not be strategically gamed by selfinterested appointees.
Population shifts and demographic changes require us to redraw the boundary lines of our
voting districts after each census. And while this process won’t begin in New Jersey for
another year, the time to fix our flawed redistricting process is now. With the power to
choose who will sit on the commission that draws our new maps, both chairs of the
Republican and Democratic state committees have this once-a-decade opportunity to
improve the independence of our legislative redistricting process and send a better
message to the public: When the next redistricting cycle arrives, New Jersey will have a
fairer process in place and fair maps.
Four years after the presidential election surprised nearly everyone who followed public
opinion polls, it is critical for 2020 voters to have a better understanding of how polling works
and what they should look for as the election cycle heats up and the barrage of polls
increase.
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A Rutgers Expert’s Guide to
Understanding 2020’s Campaign Polls
The following short article by Megan Schumann appeared in the January 15, 2020, edition
of the online Rutgers Today.
Ashley Koning, director of the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll and an expert on American public
opinion polling, shared tips for voters on how to bring critical thinking to bear when reading
poll results during this election cycle.
“Public opinion polls are important for an informed democracy, but it’s important to
understand each poll’s level of uncertainty. In 2016, the nationwide polls correctly predicted
Secretary Clinton as the winner of the popular vote – but predicting President Trump as
winner of the Electoral College depended more on statewide polling, which had one of the
largest errors in decades,” Koning said. “Voters this year should remember that polls are a
scientific way of understanding public opinion, while being aware of each poll’s methodology
and margin of error.”
Koning, an assistant research professor at Rutgers University’s Eagleton Institute of
Politics and the director of the institute’s Center for Public Interest Polling, presented some
guidelines for savvy poll consumers. They include:
•

Look for polls that fully disclose details about the polling entity’s mission, methods and
sponsors. If there is no disclosure, ignore the poll.

•

Find out what questions the pollsters asked. The ways questions are worded, ordered and
framed can strongly affect the responses.

•

Pay attention to who and how many people were interviewed, the margin of error, and how
the data were weighed. Any of these can impact the seemingly clear-cut percentages
mentioned in news reports.

•

Understand that any one poll is just an estimate. Looking at a range of polls on a given topic
gives a better sense of public sentiment.

•

Be vigilant about how you interpret pre-election polling. Polls are snapshots in time and
exercises in probability. Embrace their uncertainty and acknowledge their range of error,
rather than mistaking them as inevitable predictors of what will happen – especially in close
races with thin margins.
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Yes, We Can Make a Difference
The following was in a letter sent out by Jesse Burns, Executive Director, League of Women
Voters of New Jersey. It reaffirms that yes, all this effort is worth it, and that you, the
members of the League of Women Voters can make a difference. In fact, you just did --Today, Governor Murphy signed three important League of Women Voters championed bills
into law - legislation to implement online voter registration, a bill to end prison-based
gerrymandering, and legislation that makes data needed for redistricting more accessible to
the public. Taken together, these reforms along with legislation signed last month to restore
voting rights to people on parole and probation, put New Jersey on the path to a more
representative democracy.
"We are stronger and fairer when more New Jerseyans are represented in our democracy,"
said Governor Murphy. "Expanding access to voting is one of many ways we can work to
enfranchise more voters and ensure that all eligible voters are able to participate in the
democratic process."
New Jersey was one of only a handful of states that did not provide a process for voters to
register to vote online. This much needed modernization helps remove barriers to voter
registration while ensuring the process remains secure and accurate. Independent studies
show that online voter registration improves the accuracy of the voter rolls dramatically, by
significantly reducing the rate of human errors that occur from manually inputting
handwritten information into electronic databases.
New Jersey is now the seventh state to end prison-based gerrymandering, the undemocratic
and discriminatory practice that counts incarcerated individuals as residents of correctional
facilities during the redistricting process. Due to extreme racial disparities in New Jersey's
incarceration rates, this means prison-based gerrymandering more severely denies Black
and Latinx communities a full voice in our democracy. New Jersey will now rightfully count
people who are incarcerated at their last home address when determining our legislative
voting districts.
"We applaud the Legislature and Governor for taking action to correct this defect in our
democracy. Our district boundary lines need to reflect reality, and right now they do not. But
with this new law that ends prison-based gerrymandering, New Jersey is one step closer to
achieving fair and equal representation and fair maps after the 2021 redistricting cycle," said
Helen Kioukis, Program Associate of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
The third piece of legislation signed into law, the Voting Precinct Transparency Act,
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streamlines, centralizes, and democratizes data needed for the public to draw legal district
maps of their own and/or check the work of the redistricting commissioners. Public
engagement in redistricting is the best gerrymandering-prevention mechanism, and this bill
will support our Fair Districts campaign's ongoing public engagement efforts.
These reforms make our democracy more transparent, inclusive, and accessible. We
applaud Governor Murphy and the Legislature for their commitment to empowering voters
and removing barriers to participation. At a time when too many Americans feel they do not
have a meaningful voice in our democracy, New Jersey is establishing ourselves as a leader
in protecting the sacred right to vote and expanding access for those who have been
marginalized and left out of our democratic process.
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey has been advocating for many of these bills
for over a decade. These monumental and historic voting rights victories are only possible
because of our strong partnerships with other voting rights and social justice organizations
and because of the dedication and advocacy of our members and supporters.
Thank you for making your voice heard. You truly made a difference for New Jersey voters.
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year ago
and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick,
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South
Plainfield. However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting,
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A
guest speaker is usually in attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will
keep you current on this and other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS WE DO...
•

CONDUCT VOTER REGISTRATION & ASSISTANCE in MIDDLESEX AND SOMERSET
COUNTIES

•

PROVIDE CIVICS EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS/COLLEGES

• HEAR SPECIAL GUESTS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS, including:

Dr. Scott Taylor – Superintendent, Highland Park Public Schools
Michael Hill – NJTV
Jeff Tittel – NJ Sierra Club
John Wisniewski - Former Member of the N.J. General Assembly (1996 - 2018)

• HOST COMMUNITY FORUMS, including:

o REDISTRICTING REFORM FORUM – FEBRUARY 2019
o HIGHLAND PARK CANDIDATE FORUM – MAY 2019

•

ADVOCATE FOR LWVNJ-SUPPORTED LEGISLATION & ACTIONS

• SERVE AS LIAISONS TO LWVNJ STATEWIDE COMMITTEES – Natural Resources,
Education, Government, Women & Family Issues, Immigration

•

SPONSOR ESSAY/VIDEO CONTESTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
YVOTE Contest held Fall 2018 with wide participation throughout Middlesex and
Somerset counties.

•

CREATE & DISTRIBUTE MEMBER NEWSLETTER - (THE BALLOTEER)
Keeping our members informed each month and providing updates from our liaison
work on LWVNJ statewide committees.

•

HOLD SPECIAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
Booktalk and Gallery Walk, - May 2019
GNBA Garage Sale – June 2019
Women in History Series, Part 1 – August 2019

... AND BECAUSE YOU'RE READING OUR NEWSLETTER, WE THINK YOU ARE LIKELY
ALSO A PERSON WHO WANTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN
US, WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE OR JUST STAY INFORMED. YOU CAN FIND LEAGUE
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION FORM ON PAGE 31.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Planning Team
GNBA Co-Presidents

Funds Manager

Jill Lewis-Spector (Co-President)
Andrea Kahn (Co-President)

Larry Klein
Ethel Reid and Steven Lax (Co-Chairs)

Voter Services and Civic
Education

Sheila Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Neil Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Harriet Warner (Somerset County/My Voice My Vote,
in collaboration with ACSD)

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino (Chair)

Student Organizing

Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

Balloteer Editor

David Spector

Webmaster & Facebook
Administrator

Andrea Rojas
Divya Konduru
Anushka Pande

GNBA Photographer

Larry Klein
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector (Chair)
Nora Krieger

Natural Resources Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
There are also vacancies in some GNBA Planning Committee roles.

GNBA OPEN PLANNING COMMITTEE POSITIONS
GNBA SECRETARY
GNBA MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Contact Jill at jlewisprof1@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for the open state
committee liaison or GNBA positions.

30

The Balloteer, Volume II, No.1

January 2020

31

The Balloteer, Volume II, No.1

January 2020

Newsletter Advertisement Subscription: The Balloteer
(Distributed throughout Middlesex and Somerset Counties)
The Balloteer is published prior to GNBA meetings generally held monthly.
Advertisements will run for 6 consecutive issues. Please mark your subscription
request below.

o $100
o $75
o $50
o $25

full page (approximately 7” X 10”)
half page (app. 8” X 5”)
quarter page (app. 5” X 4”)
Business card size

(app. 3 1/2 “ X 2”)

Please ask for any assistance with your ad by contacting Jamie Figliolino, GNBA
Fundraising Chair at jamiefigliolino@gmail.com and mail your subscription to Jamie
Figliolino at
24 Highview Road, East Brunswick, NJ. 08816-3022, together with a check payable
to LWVNJ-GNBA in the amount marked above.
Production requirements: High quality JPEG, Word or PDF.
Word or PDF required for all color ads.
Please email ad material to David Spector, Balloteer Editor at
dalarecherche@yahoo.com
The undersigned will submit an ad indicated in the box checked above for publication
as described in this form. Enclosed please find payment.
Requested by:
Email Address:
Address:
Phone Number:

____________________________________________ (PRINTED NAME)
_____________________________________________ (SIGNATURE)
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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