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"And on the 339th day, they rested..."

In this issue: The Roving Reporter (at last!),
GNBA events and special guests November
through January, detailed news from the LWVNJ
Education Committee and the LWVNJ Natural
Resources Committee and more...
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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT

Dear GNBA Members and Friends,
It’s the day after our off-year election in New Jersey. We
have chosen our Assembly representatives, one state
Senator, and cast our vote on one statewide ballot question.
We also elected school board members as well as county
and municipal officials.
According to the latest data available from the New Jersey
Division of Elections, New Jersey voters have cast nearly
244,000 ballots by mail ahead of Tuesday's election,
approximately 33% of those who requested mail-in ballots,
with final figures still to come. Already, though, the total
number cast is more than twice the roughly 114,000 filed in
2015, for a previous off-year election. It's also more than the 183,000 cast in 2017, when the
governor, Assembly and state Senate were all up for election. Clearly, New Jerseyans
increasingly understand the value of each and every vote.
GNBA can claim we have contributed to this growing civic participation. Between January 1
and November 3, 2019 we registered 1,628 voters throughout Somerset and Middlesex
county. But voter registration wasn't the only activity GNBA undertook to prepare voters for
yesterday’s election: we held candidate forums, participated in get-out-the vote events, and
posted candidate information on VOTE411.org, and registering voters. So now it’s time to
take a break and pat ourselves on the back for all our good work. Right? No, absolutely
not. Defending democracy and engaging and informing voters is a full-time, year-round job.
Here are the top ten 12 things you can do RIGHT NOW and throughout 2020 to increase
your civic engagement and educate voters about the 2020 election:
1. Volunteer to do voter registration at one of GNBA’s voter registration events listed in
this issue of The Balloteer.
2. Attend GNBA meetings to learn more about key issues, e.g. the environment,
education, NJ finance and taxes, redistricting, Census2020.
3. Work alongside GNBA members who visit classrooms throughout Middlesex and
Somerset counties to provide civics education and discuss why every vote counts.
4. Make an honest effort to hear what “the other side” is saying.
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5. Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment as well as the beginning of
the League of Women Voters through special events as they are announced.
6. Advocate for ending voter suppression and supporting LWVNJ positions on key
issues, such as education equality, a clean environment, women’s reproductive
rights.
7. Learn about and participate in LWVNJ’s Fair Districts Campaign.
8. Make a donation to GNBA to support our voter education and voter registration
activities.
9. Sign up to help with our Census2020 initiatives.
10. Familiarize yourself with LWVNJ’s balanced and nonpartisan explanation of any
ballot issues so that you can share the information with others and make an
informed choice when you vote.
11. Remind friends and family to vote in the 2020 Election; offer to bring people to the
polls.
12. VOTE IN THE 2020 ELECTION (November 3)!
Every vote counts……....and every GNBA member and friend can make a difference.

In League,
Jill

_____________________________________________________________________
In This Issue

GNBA COMMITTEE ACTIVITY UPDATES
VOTER SERVICES AND CIVIC EDUCATION
Voter Registration Drives & Related Events [page 5]
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GNBA LIAISONS TO STATE BOARD COMMITTEE ACTIVITY
The Natural Resources Group [page 8]
LWVNJ Education Committee [page 9]
UPCOMING GNBA MEETINGS AND EVENTS OF INTEREST
Monthly GNBA Chapter Meeting - Guest Speaker, Patty Cronheim, ReThink Energy NJ - Outreach
Coordinator: "How're We Doing? - N.J.'s Transition to a Clean Energy Econopmy" [ page 11]
GNBA and the Highland Park Civics for the Community Series present June Dowell-Burton, NY
Region Census2020 Partnership Specialist: "Get Ready! It's Time for the 2020 Census!" [page 12 ]
GNBA and the Middlesex-Somerset Chapter of the National Organization for Women (NOW)
present a celebration of the centennial of the 19th Amendment and the League of Women Voters
and - GNBA's two year birthday. Special Guest, Carol Simon Levin: "Reclaiming Our Voice- New
Jersey's Role in the Fight for Woman Suffrage" [page 13]

THE ROVING REPORTER
[PAGE 14 ]
ABOUT THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA
League and Local History and the GNBA Leadership Team Roster - [page 17]
Some of the Things We Do [page 18]
Planning Team and State Board Liaison Roster [page 19]
Membership Form [page 21]
Balloteer Advertising Purchase Form [page 22]
VISIT US at https://lwvgnba.com/ "LIKE” US on FACEBOOK at
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA
FOLLOW US on INSTAGRAM at @lwvgnba.nj
Our cover is "Dog at Rest" (1650) by Gerrit Dou (b. 1613), a student of Rembrandt. The
painting resides at the Boston Musuem of Art.
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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT

VOTER SERVICES AND CIVIC EDUCATION
Co-Chairs: Ethel Reid (ereid36@aol.com) and Steve Lax (zevson2004@verizon.net),
Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon Gruber, Reggie Musolf, Ellen Unger
"And on the 339th day, they rested..."
is The Balloteer's way of drawing
attention to GNBA's Voter Services
and Civic Education (herewith VSCE)
team and the volunteer-intensive core
GNBA activities they undertake.
A bit of exegesis: the 339th day of this
year is December 5, and the attentive
reader will connect that date with the
voter registration schedule below. As
it stands, December 5 will be the final
day of 2019 in which VSCE spends its
day seeking out and registering (mostly) first-time voters. The R & R depicted on our
Balloteer cover for November was well-earned - as of November 4, VSCE had added 1,628
people on to the voting rolls. Co-chair Steve Lax went so far as to describe the registration
efforts as "winding down".
However, Steve was talking about 2019. The Balloteer might just as well have captioned
our cover "And on the 339th day they rested...for about ten minutes", but we couldn't find
a picture that would convey this - one, say, with an alarm clock all set to go off next to our
sleeping pooch.
We will have more information in the December-January issue of The Balloteer. With 2020
just around the corner, we are already beginning to receive requests for voter registration
drives.
.
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Reentry Program
We have begun our participation in the Middlesex County Reentry Program for individuals
who have been released from prison and who want to reclaim their right to vote. GNBA
volunteers provide information on how to register to vote, and other information about
elections in New Jersey. The one day class sessions are held weekly in New Brunswick.
We need additional volunteers. Training will be provided.
Voter Girl Project
GNBA will be joining other area Leagues and the Heart of Jersey Girl Scout Council in
Plainfield on March 7 or 8, 2020 to hold a mock election for Girl Scouts of all ages. Some
additional work will be required before the event to prepare voter rolls and the questions the
various age groups of Scouts will be voting on.
Kahoot
Kahoot is a group learning tool ideal for middle school through community college settings.
GNBA developed a program specific to the 2019 election cycle that was well-received by the
schools that used it. The Kahoot team is now beginning to evaluate how to revise the
program and improve its utilization for the 2020 election cycle.
2020 - 100th Year of Women’s Suffrage
Nationwide, the League of Women Voters will be celebrating the centennial of the passage
of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, giving women in all states the right to vote. It
also happens to be the centennial of the League. Locally, a huge event is planned by the
State and it's major locale will be - New Brunswick!
GNBA's role and involvement in a number of activities in the September 2020 event are still
being worked out.
As we move into 2020, GNBA will be reaching out to its membership to augment its
volunteer resources.
For more information, please contact the Voter Services, Civic Education co-chairs:
Ethel Reid (ereid36@aol.com) and Steve Lax (zevson2004@verizon.net)
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SCHEDULED VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES
Sheila Mazar, Coordinator of Middlesex County High Schools
Sharon Gruber, Coordinator of Somerset County High Schools

Ethel Reid, Coordinator Middlesex County College Campuses
These are drives scheduled as of November 4, 2019, but the schedule is updated often. Please
volunteer. We need your help!
To volunteer to register voters at Middlesex County high schools contact Sheila at
sheilamazar@gmail.com; to volunteer at Somerset County High Schools contact Sharon at
sharon.gruber1@gmail.com; to volunteer for Middlesex County College and NJ Reentry Program
contact Ethel at ereid36@aol.com

Date

Time
2-4 p.m.

Building
Location #1
College Center

Building
Location #2
West Hall Lobby

Fri.
11/1

Mon. 11/4

10-12 noon

Main Hall

Edison Hall

Thurs.
11/7
Thurs.
11/14

2-4 p.m.

Thurs.
11/21
Mon.
11/25

2-4 p.m.

Main Hall

10-12 noon

Main Hall

2-4 p.m.

Main Hall
College Center

Edison Hall

Mon. 12/2

10-12 a.m.

College Center

Main Hall

Thurs.

2-4 p.m.

College Center

West Hall lobby

VOLUNTEERS
Building Location
Reggie Musolf
(College Center)
Ellen Unger
(College Center)
Lavonne Heydel
(West Hall Lobby)
Ethel Reid
(Main Hall)
Sheila Mazar
(Edison Hall)
Beth Stevens
(Main Hall)
Ethel Reid
(College Center)
Steve Lax
(Edison Hall)
Steve Lax
(Main Hall)
Ethel Reid
Lavonne Heydel
(Main Hall
Lavonne Heydel
(College Center)
Ethel Reid
(Main Hall)
Steve Lax
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12/5

(West Hall Lobby)
Ethel Reid
(College Center)

2020
Jan.
1/25/2020
Rain date
2/1
4/25
2020

8:30-12:30 p.m.

Time to be
announced

Education Conf.
Joyce Kilmer
School
21 West Church
St.
Milltown, NJ
Rutgers Day
Festival

Gymnasium

Rutgers Campus

4 volunteers need

Volunteers
needed

LWVNJ Natural Resources Committee
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
We are having a second fall meeting of the NRG on Nov. 9th and the latest information on
the issues we are currently following will be presented. Here is some current information
about two issues we are watching closely. The NJ LWV submitted a second set of
comments about NESE to the NJDEP.
NESE
The NESE pipeline saga continues. On Oct. 25th Williams/Transco resubmitted permits for
previously denied Waterfront and Coastal Development permits. The company withdrew the
resubmitted permits on10/28/19. However, Clear Water Action, a NJ environmental group.
suggests that the NJ DEP withdrew the permits without any explanation. According to Clean
Ocean Action, there has been no information about what happens next. Williams/Transco
released a statement that it still planned to go ahead with plans to build the pipeline for the
Winter 2020 heating season.
The Army Corps of Engineers has issued a public notice that Williams/Transco has
requested permission to dump 735,000 cubic yards of contaminated material in the Atlantic
Ocean. This material contains pollutants and toxins such as lead and copper from the
Raritan Bay sea floor, a remediated Superfund site. The contaminated material would
reappear as the sea floor is disturbed when pipelines are laid. The location of the disposal
site of this contamination was requested in the revised permit.
8
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Gibbs Town Port for LNG (Liquid Nitrogen Gas)
There will be a lot of discussion over next few months about this project which continues to
raise safety concerns over dangers presented to New Jersey residents.
The company running the LNG delivery has little experience in this area and is operating
mainly as a hedge fund. There are concerns that the company does not have funds or
enough insurance to cover accidents or catastrophic events caused by the transport of LNG.
Also the channel is not wide enough for two ships to pass and one must pull over. These
ships pass nuclear reactors and if there is an explosion due to an accident, there could be a
chain reaction causing massive destruction. Some have pointed out that the route’s
proximity to nuclear power plants is a threat to national security.

LWVNJ Education Committee
GNBA Liaison: Nora Krieger
Attending: Jennifer Howard, Beth Hyre, Patricia Lang, Pat Libutti, Sandy Matsen,
Ruth Mullen, Jill Lewis Spector (Chair),
Meeting Summary - LWVNJ Education Committee Meeting
October 25, 2019 – 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM Videoconference
The committee reviewed S3757, sponsored by Senators Smith, Oroho and Sweeney, which
calls for a 10 year pilot program for 5 county administrative school districts, selected by
application process, that gives responsibility for these districts to the county Freeholders
who would appoint an executive county superintendent who would manage all affairs of the
district. Sweeney has sponsored multiple education bills in this legislative session that are
related to consolidation and to school funding (see https://www.njspotlight.com/2019/05/1905-19-sweeney-delivers-seven-bills-that-take-on-thorny-issues-in-nj-education/). The
committee’s immediate concern is that S3757 may be voted on during the NJ’s legislature’s
upcoming lame duck session.
S3757, and some of the other bills Senator Sweeney recently introduced, result from some
recommendations in Sweeney’s task force report, Path to Progress (August, 9, 2018;
accessible at: http://pathtoprogressnj.org/the-report/) that specifically call for school district
consolidation. This consolidation would ultimately eliminate any districts that are k-2, k-4, k6, and k-8, merging them with the regional high school that they feed into. A list of nearly
300 school districts considered appropriate for consolidation appeared in this October in
multiple publications (see for instance https://patch.com/new-jersey/pointpleasant/big-moveplan-eliminate-nearly-300-nj-school-districts .) Senator Sweeney and others supporting
consolidation have been discussing it at some recent public meetings, especially in south
Jersey. Governor Murphy appears to be on board with this proposal.
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Examples of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey positions regarding formation of
countywide districts that appear in LWVNJ’s Study & Action (2017-2019) report include:
•
•

The League does not support the formation of countywide school districts.
Where a district is too small to provide a quality education with efficiency and
economy, it should consider regionalization.

The League of Women Voters believes that the final decision on regionalizing school
districts should lie with the citizens in the affected districts.
Our review of S3757 identified several concerns:
•

No requirement for public input to decision to consolidate;

•

Lack of clarity on eligibility for the pilot;

•

All decision making power is in hands of county Freeholders, the executive county
superintendent appointed by the county Freeholders, and the Chief School
Administrator (CASA), appointed by the Governor. Each municipality has district
supervisor, supervised by the CASA, to oversee operations of public schools;

•

Parents/caregivers left out of the 501 decision-making process because “county
special school district may continue to exist in an advisory role or may dissolve;”

•

Unclear what certification would be required of executive county superintendent;

•

Unclear on what criteria would be used to judge ‘success’ because entire focus
appears to be cost-cutting without consideration for school quality and educational
benefit to children.

Committee members agreed to contact other organizations to determine what, if any,
advocacy they had planned to address this bill. We are in coalitions with many of them,
including NJEA, Education Law Center, Save Our Schools, Working Families New Jersey,
and New Jersey’s School Boards Association. After gathering this information, we will
reconvene to discuss next steps, probably by mid-November.
In other committee news, we submitted a request to LWVNJ’s Board of Directors to approve
our plan to support A649/S686, companion bills that address concerns we have about
charter schools. In addition to the current draft of the bills, we would like to see the original
goal for charters - ‘innovation’ – to be included and, if our advocacy plan is approved, would
press for that when we meet with the bills’ sponsors.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR

How’re We Doing? - NJ’s Transition to a
Clean Energy Economy
Patty Cronheim
• ReThink Energy NJ - Outreach
Coordinator
• Consultant on fossil fuel projects
throughout NJ and advocate for
pipeline safety and health issues.

November 20, 2019
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

(Followed by Business Meeting)

The Reformed Church of
Highland Park

(Room 104 – behind the stage)
19 South 2nd Avenue
Highland Park, New Jersey 08904

Parking is in the rear of the church
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HIGHLAND PARK CIVICS FOR
THE COMMUNITY SERIES
Invite Residents of Middlesex and Somerset Counties

TO HEAR

June Dowell-Burton
NY Region Census2020
Partnership Specialist

" Get Ready! It's Time for the 2020 Census!"
Highland Park Middle School Cafeteria
330 Wayne St, Highland Park, NJ 08904

December 18, 2019, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
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Middlesex-Somerset Chapter
of the National Organization for
Women (NOW)

CELBRATE WITH US!
JANUARY 6, 2019 – 7- 8:30 P.M.
It’s the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment
and women’s constitutional right to vote,
AND it's the 2nd year anniversary of the Greater New
Brunswick Area League of Women Voters !

Guest Speaker: Carol Simon Levin
professional storyteller and independent historian,
who tells the stories, via first person portrayals, of
“fascinating women history forgot” .

Reclaiming Our Voice: New Jersey's
Role in the Fight for Woman Suffrage
Meet Lillian Feickert, president of the NJ Woman Suffrage Association, 1912-1920, and
explore with her the overlooked role of New Jersey in the fight for women’s suffrage.

Q&A will follow. Refreshments will be served.
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY
485 De Mott Lane
Somerset, NJ 08873
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More often than not, the issues and concerns of the young as a group have been
overlooked in politics and world issues, despite the fact that it is this younger population that
will have to live longest with the consequences of decisions made in the present. But it
seems that sometimes - whether temporary or semi-permanent remains to be seen - this
younger population suddenly draws notice and its voice is heard. The historic spike in their
voting numbers in the 2018 midterms; their moral authority - paid for in blood - when it
comes to issues of gun control (or lack thereof); and a powerful organized presence in their
public demand that both private and public authorities deal responsibly with the looming
disaster of man-made climate change - all these have put the younger population out front
and center. In terms of receptivity, it is an ideal time for that fostering of the next
generation's awareness of the values of civic engagement, without which a democracy
cannot exist. For such outreach to be successful, the particular issues and concerns of the
target population must be understood, from its own point of view.
The Roving Reporter is dedicated to listening to this group of
younger people and reporting their thoughts and attitudes in
their own words. It's The Balloteer's contribution to help those
doing outreach to observe that first principle of contact and
communication: Know Your Audience.
Our roving reporter is GNBA intern, Shreya Sridhar, who was
highlighted in the July-August issue of The Balloteer.

Shreya Sridhar, aka the
Roving Reporter

Shreya sat down with Marie, a seventeen-year-old high
school student from Old Bridge and Marie offered her thoughts
on the current state (as she sees it) of our democratic system.

Do you consider yourself politically involved?
Kind of. I don’t think I’m involved so much as I’m aware. I think being involved means going
to rallies and protests and being a part of legislation which I don’t do. I am aware and try to
stay educated though, and I’m vocal about the issues that I care about.
What do you believe your civic duty is?
I think civil duty is about elections and referendums. Being informed before you vote and
staying updated on the issues. When you say “duty”, I’d say that’s the bare minimum.
14
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What issues are you most interested in?
The two issues I’m most interested in are healthcare, as in, inequalities in healthcare, and
especially now, the climate crisis and the environment. I think the climate is covered enough
in the media right now considering everything that’s happening, but healthcare inequality is
pushed to the sideline to make room for other issues. That’s understandable considering
how it’s the result of a lot of other stuff like wealth gaps, political circumstances, and
educational levels, but it’s still something that should be discussed more.
What issues do you believe are less important but are talked about often?
It’s not necessarily an issue, but I feel like the news always talks about random things the
president says and does instead of actual issues. It’s not that that isn’t important, it just
takes up a lot of time that could be spent on more pressing matters.
How do you feel about the current political environment?
I feel like it’s gotten so toxic and partisan. The people on the left are so stubborn and believe
that their ideas are right, and the people on the right are also so stubborn. Even the
moderates are staunch in not wanting to take a side. No one is able to understand anyone
else, so we never make any progress. On top of that, anything that does get done is done
because money was funneled into it, instead of because it’s in the best interest of the
country. It feels like politics works for the rich instead of for the people.
What do you believe is the cause for the current political environment?
People are constantly working against each other. Nobody is ever willing to understand
each other, so we’re stuck in a stalemate. The pushback is met with even more radical
change which even fewer people agree with. If all of the issues and problems facing us is a
pool of stagnant water, our legislators are the mosquitoes just living in it.
What is one thing you would want to change about the U.S. political process?
I would want to change the excessive partisanship, but it might not be feasible. It would
definitely require a mass radical change in attitude, which just can’t happen if it hasn’t
already. I wouldn’t mind a complete structural overhaul, maybe removing the houses in
Congress since they become so heavily partisan, but that might be too excessive, and
definitely would be impractical. On a more feasible level, I think I would want to put limits on
Congress. Right now, it takes years to pass anything of real value. If there was a shorter
time limit, I think we would see a lot more action.
Do you want to be more politically aware/involved? If so, what is stopping you?
I do wish I could be more involved, but I think big obstacles to that are my age(17) and the
amount of time it would take to truly involve myself. Since I can’t vote or participate in the
most common ways, the only way I can see participating is by being a part of campaign or
15
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lobbying for issues, which are such consuming undertakings. If the voting age were lowered
to include me, I still don’t know if I would be able to be more involved, but I might feel more
involved.
If you could say one thing to American legislators, what would it be?
I would want to tell Congress and the executive branch to keep the government open. We
hear about government shutdowns constantly now, and I don’t think it should be this difficult
to just keep the government functioning. I also wish that we heard more about what the
government is actually doing. All we hear about are the mistakes and issues, so I wish we
could know the good things the government is doing. Major news sources fail to give us
information on that, so it would be nice to have a direct line to Congress that is reliable and
thorough.
Do you think current political establishments value younger people such as yourself?
Why?
I think teenagers are only important in politics when it comes to social media. All of the
opportunities to be part of something political as a younger person are to run webpages or
coordinating on Instagram or Facebook. All of the other roles are reserved for adults, which
isn’t fair to younger people who want to contribute but aren’t interested in being a part of the
social media front. If there were clubs in school that helped introduced students to lobbying
for legislation or just taught us how to make change, younger people would probably be
much more involved and likely to participate when they are adults.

After the interview, the Roving Reporter couldn't help but think about the stereotype that
teenagers avoid politics out of laziness or being wrapped up in their own little worlds.
Teenagers are the future of the nation, like it or not, and their future participation in our
democracy is essential. Who else is going to continue our democracy if not the next
generation? It's not something we can outsource. They're the only game in town. But
maybe it's not as bad as some people think. Far from knowing nothing about what is going
on politically, Marie mentions government shutdowns, the problem of money in politics, and
the toxic atmosphere that now prevails. Even if she is not, as she puts it, "involved", she
tries "to stay aware". And she pays enough attention to know that the sensational aspects of
politics are crowding out information about what Congress actually does, leaving people
ignorant of the day to day workings of our government.. And she wishes there were some
educational venue where she could learn more about how to make a difference, especially if
you are not yet old enough to vote.
We'll be talking to other young people in future issues of The Balloteer. Maybe there are
some specific questions you would like the Roving Reporter to ask or comments you would
like to make. If so, drop us a line at Shreya.Sridhar@gmail.com or
dalarecherche@yahoo.com
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year ago
and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick,
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South
Plainfield. However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting,
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A
guest speaker is usually in attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will
keep you current on this and other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS WE DO...
•

CONDUCT VOTER REGISTRATION & ASSISTANCE in MIDDLESEX AND SOMERSET
COUNTIES

•

PROVIDE CIVICS EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS/COLLEGES

• HEAR SPECIAL GUESTS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS, including:

Dr. Scott Taylor – Superintendent, Highland Park Public Schools
Michael Hill – NJTV
Jeff Tittel – NJ Sierra Club
John Wisniewski - Former Member of the N.J. General Assembly (1996 - 2018)

• HOST COMMUNITY FORUMS, including:

o REDISTRICTING REFORM FORUM – FEBRUARY 2019
o HIGHLAND PARK CANDIDATE FORUM – MAY 2019

•

ADVOCATE FOR LWVNJ-SUPPORTED LEGISLATION & ACTIONS

• SERVE AS LIAISONS TO LWVNJ STATEWIDE COMMITTEES – Natural Resources,
Education, Government, Women & Family Issues, Immigration

•

SPONSOR ESSAY/VIDEO CONTESTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
YVOTE Contest held Fall 2018 with wide participation throughout Middlesex and
Somerset counties.

•

CREATE & DISTRIBUTE MEMBER NEWSLETTER - (THE BALLOTEER)
Keeping our members informed each month and providing updates from our liaison
work on LWVNJ statewide committees.

•

HOLD SPECIAL EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
Booktalk and Gallery Walk, - May 2019
GNBA Garage Sale – June 2019
Women in History Series, Part 1 – August 2019

... AND BECAUSE YOU'RE READING OUR NEWSLETTER, WE THINK YOU ARE LIKELY
ALSO A PERSON WHO WANTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN
US, WHETHER TO PARTICIPATE OR JUST STAY INFORMED. YOU CAN FIND LEAGUE
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION FORM ON PAGE 22 .
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF

THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Planning Team
GNBA Co-Presidents

Funds Manager

Jill Lewis-Spector (Co-President)
Andrea Kahn (Co-President)

Larry Klein
Ethel Reid and Steven Lax (Co-Chairs)

Voter Services and Civic
Education

Sheila Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Neil Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Harriet Warner (Somerset County/My Voice My Vote,
in collaboration with ACSD)

Census2020 Coordinator

Sharon Gruber

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino (Chair)

Student Organizing

Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

First Time Voter Celebration

Beth Stevens

Newsletter Editor

Webmaster & Facebook
Administrator

David Spector

Arielle Del Rosario
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector (Chair)
Nora Krieger

Natural Resources Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
There are also vacancies in some GNBA Planning Committee roles.

GNBA OPEN PLANNING COMMITTEE POSITIONS
GNBA SECRETARY
GNBA MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Contact Jill at jlewisprof1@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for the open state
committee liaison or GNBA positions.
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Newsletter Advertisement Subscription: The Balloteer
(Distributed throughout Middlesex and Somerset Counties)
The Balloteer is published prior to GNBA meetings generally held monthly.
Advertisements will run for 6 consecutive issues. Please mark your subscription
request below.

o $100
o $75
o $50
o $25

full page (approximately 7” X 10”)
half page (app. 8” X 5”)
quarter page (app. 5” X 4”)
Business card size

(app. 3 1/2 “ X 2”)

Please ask for any assistance with your ad by contacting Jamie Figliolino, GNBA
Fundraising Chair at jamiefigliolino@gmail.com and mail your subscription to Jamie
Figliolino at
24 Highview Road, East Brunswick, NJ. 08816-3022, together with a check payable
to LWVNJ-GNBA in the amount marked above.
Production requirements: High quality JPEG, Word or PDF.
Word or PDF required for all color ads.
Please email ad material to David Spector, Balloteer Editor at
dalarecherche@yahoo.com
The undersigned will submit an ad indicated in the box checked above for publication
as described in this form. Enclosed please find payment.
Requested by:
Email Address:
Address:
Phone Number:

____________________________________________ (PRINTED NAME)
_____________________________________________ (SIGNATURE)
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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