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In	this	issue:		The	Need	for	Volunteers;	a	fundraiser	double-whammy;	a	follow-up	to	Karen	Kantor's	talk	on	gun	
violence	in	America;	Ethel	and	Reggie	registering		a	Rutgers	athletic	icon	to	vote;	and	more.	
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GREETINGS	FROM	THE	CO-PRESIDENT	

 
 
Dear Greater New Brunswick Area League Members and Friends, 
 
As busy as our first year was, our second year is off to a galloping start.  Plenty of activities 

are in store.  Our Voter Registration Committee is 
actively engaged around our two counties and always 
in need of assistance.  Please contact Ethel Reid if you 
can help with one of the several posted voter 
registration dates.  Ethel and Steve Lax have agreed to 
merge the Voter Services Committee and Civics 
Education Committee, as their missions overlap.  As 
reported in the April Balloteer, Steve and the Civics 
Committee are seeking to identify two social studies 
teachers from our membership area to nominate for an 
all expense paid two day training session on the 
Harvard Case Study Method for teaching Civics 
Education.  The workshop will be in late August at 
Harvard University.  With all that and  
more to come, we need money to support our 
activities.   
 
Fundraising is kick starting with a garage sale 

scheduled for June 8 at Iris Klein's house.  Thank you, Iris and Larry, for generously 
offering your premises and time for this event.  Jamie has arranged a fundraiser Book 
Signing and Local Art Event on May 18 from 12 to 2 pm at AreteVino, an art gallery and sip 
and paint studio located in Metuchen, featuring Erin Miller, author of Final Flight Final Fight: 
My Grandmother, the Wasp, and Arlington National Cemetery, presenting her book.  Local 
art will also be available on display.  Jamie has also arranged a Women’s History Event 
fundraiser, which should especially appeal to history buffs, to be held on August 15 at the 
Old Franklin School in Metuchen.  It will feature Kaitlin Calogera, who will discuss insights 
and stories about women’s history and culture and introduce us to the Tour of Her Own 
program, involving walking history tours, events and services. Also, subscription forms for 
advertising in the Balloteer were approved at the April meeting. Please print out copies and 
use them to solicit advertising in the Balloteer from local commercial establishments you 
frequent.  I can bring some printed in color to our next meeting.   
 
At our April meeting we heard a wonderful presentation from our own Karen Kantor who 
started the Middlesex Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence.  Karen 
presented on “The True National Emergency: Guns & the American Public.” Presenters at   
future meetings include Annette Scott, who will discuss the Voting Reentry Program at our 
May 8 meeting and Steve Mammon who will discuss his research on “Why Students Vote” 
at our June 12 meeting.  As a follow-up to Karen's presentation, this issue of The Balloteer 



Balloteer,	Vol	I		No.	4																																																																																																															May	2019	

	 3	

contains a New York Times article on the state of research into gun violence; and, as 
background for Steve Mammon's upcoming presentation, a study by Jordan Misra of the 
U.S. Census Bureau about the increase in voter participation in the 2018 midterms - an 
increase so striking that it is being referred to as historic.  

 
Our State League Convention will begin with a Cocktail Reception and Awards Ceremony 
on Friday May 3 from 6:30 to 9:30 pm at the Imperia in Somerset followed by the day long 
convention on May 4 at the same location.  Ari Berman, a senior reporter at Mother Jones, 
will be the guest speaker on Saturday.  Jill will be a delegate as a State Board member, and 
we are entitled to four delegates based on membership so David, Harriet, Ariel and I 
(Andrea) will also serve as voting delegates.  We hope others can plan to join us at 
Convention.   
 
We were informed that GNBA will receive the Membership Engagement Award and the 
Innovation Award, and Ann Armstrong, whom we nominated, is one of two who will receive 
the Distinguished Service Award.   

 
See you all at our next meeting scheduled for May 8 when we hope to have a recap of the 
Convention activities.  And please note that following our June 12 meeting, our meetings will 
be on the third Wednesday of the month, commencing July 17. 
             

    Andrea Kahn, Co-President, LWV GNBA 
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VOTER SERVICES AND CIVIC EDUCATION 
 
Co-Chairs: Ethel Reid and Steve Lax, Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon Gruber, 
Reggie Musol, Ellen Unger, LaVonne Heydel 
 
 
The Need for Volunteers 
 
If you read Andrea's "Greetings from the Co-President", you may have noticed mention of 
the two awards being given to GNBA by LWVNJ at this year's Gala/Convention. (More 
about the awards, plus pictures, in the June Balloteer.)   One of the awards is for 
"Membership Engagement". That, to a great degree, translates out to the registration of first 
time (i.e., young) voters, a ritual that, for many of us was and now will be for them, a port of 
entry to one degree or another of the act of civic participation. Which, as they say, is "what 
it's all about".  And the number of registrants for which GNBA Voter Services is responsible 
is remarkable enough to have drawn the attention of the LWVNJ board and one of the great 
reasons for the Membership Engagement recognition award.  But while, as GNBA 
members, we may all be feeling those good Recognition vibes, you might ask yourself who 
does the work that earns these awards, which didn't drop out of the sky.  How come, every 
time I talk with the Voter Services folks, I hear from them that they need volunteers?  
There will be more about Voter Services, with its activities expanding beyond registration, in 
the June Balloteer. But for the moment...well, they need more volunteers.... 
 
 
Voter Registration at the Planned Parenthood Teen Conference – Planned 
Parenthood 
 
Planned Parenthood of Northern, Central, and Southern New Jersey is presenting an annual 
conference for high school students at Pines Manor on Route 27 in Edison on May 
15.  Students from across New Jersey will attend the dynamic and interactive conference 
that provides attendees with the opportunity to interact with their peers in an engaging 
environment. The conference includes workshops and keynote presentations on a variety of 
sexual health and related topics for teens.  
 
GNBA and the Ocean County League have been invited to register voters at the conference.  
We need volunteers. If you want to help, please send me your name, email address and	
telephone number.	To get more information about the conference, log on to 
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https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-northern-central-southern-new-
jersey/community-education/teen-conference.	
 
 
LWV/Harvard Civics Education Professional Development Update 
 
GNBA is pleased to announce that it has submitted two nominations for the LWV/Harvard 
Civics Education professional development program this August.  The program was detailed 
in the April Balloteer.   The nominees are two local social studies teachers, Robert Fenster 
of Hillsborough High School and James Washburn of Montgomery High School, to a 
LWV/Harvard Civics Education professional development seminar this August.  Both are 
veteran teachers, each with over twenty years of teaching experience.  We will have more 
information to follow in a summer issue of The Balloteer. 
 
Voter Registration Schedule To Date  
 
Dates needing  (you guessed it) volunteers are at the end of the schedule in yellow.   
 
Sheila Mazar, Coordinator of Middlesex County High Schools 
Sharon Gruber, Coordinator of Somerset County High Schools 
 
These drives are scheduled as of April 26, 2019. Additional drives are added daily. Please 
volunteer to help! 
 

	
To	volunteer	to	register	voters	at	Middlesex	County	high	schools	contact	Sheila	at	
sheilamazar@gmail.com;	to	volunteer	at	Somerset	County	High	Schools	contact	Sharon	at	
sharon.gruber1@gmail.com;	to	volunteer	for	Rutgers	Day	,	Highland	Park	Festival	or	Teen	
contact	Ethel	at	ereid36@aol.com.	
	 	 	 	 	 	

School	 Date	 Time	 County	 Volunteers	 Comment
s	

	 	 	 	 	 	
Metuchen	High	
School	

Wed.,	March	6	 	 Middlesex	 Jeanne and Bob, 
Hester Gelber, Elaine 
Edgecomb, Adam 
Fensterheim	

	

Highland	Park	High	
School		

Mon.,	March	11	 	 Middlesex	 Karen,	Reggie	 	

Sayreville	High	
School			
	
	

Mon.,	March	18	 10:15-	
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Karen,	Reggie	
Sindhu	Pasricha, 
Sheila, Noel	

	

JFK	High	School		
	

Thurs.,	March	
21	

10:45-	
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Joanne, Bernice, 
Sheila, 
Linda Farrel 
(Joanne’s Friend)	
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North	Brunswick	
High	School		

Tues.,	March	26	
	

10:15-	
12:15	

Middlesex	 Bernice,	Jill,	Sheila,	
Noel, Reggie, 
Sharon, Gwen 
Besson	

	

Dunellen	High	School		
	

Wed.,	March	27	 11:00-	
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Sheila,	Noel	 	

Highland	Park,	
Borough	Hall	

March	27	 3-4	
p.m.	

Kahoot!	
testing	

Sharon,	Beth	 	

South	Brunswick	
High	School		

Thurs.,	March	
28	
	

10:15-	
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Reggie,	Bernice,	
Sindhu,	Sheila,	
Noel,	
Guden, Reggie, 
Gwen Besson, Judy 
Rothberg	

	

Perth	Amboy	YMCA	
Thomas	Peterson	Day	

Sun.,	March	31	 12:30-
3:30	
p.m.	

Middlesex	 Ethel	 	

New	Brunswick	
Health	Sciences	
School		

	Mon.,	April	1	 10:00-
1:30	
p.m.	

Middlesex	 Karen,	Beth	 	

Bridgewater-Raritan	
High	School		

Mon.,	April	1	
	

	 Somerset	 Lavonne Heydel, 
Carol Harvey, 
Sharon Gruber, 
Linda Tamulaites 

	

Franklin	High	School	 Tues.,	April	2	 10:00-
12:30	

Somerset	 Harriet,	Bernice,	
Steve,	Ethel,	
Sharon,	Jacqueline	
Simon,	Dannie	
Vaccari	

	

Bound	Brook	High	
School		

Mon.,	April	8	
	

	 Somerset	 Dayle Lehr, 
Lavonne Heydel, 
Markon Jenkins, Jill 
Lewis-Spector, 
Shelli Turkel, 
Sharon Gruber	

	

Colonia	High	School			
	

Tues.,	April	9	 10:45-	
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Joanne Stabb 
Sheila, Bernice 
Linda Farrel 
(Joanne’s Friend)	

	

Woodbridge	High	
School	

Mon.,	April	15	 10:45-
1	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Judy Rothberg, 
LaVonne, John 
Hsu, Marla Lind, 
Sheila, Ethel 
Jackie Simon, Noel 

	

Bernards	High	School			 Fri.,	April	12	 	 Somerset	 Joel Dorfman, 
Sheila Mazar, Noel 
Mazar, Ann 
Armstrong, Sharon 
Gruber 
	

	

Old	Bridge	High	
School	

Tues.,	April	16	 9:40-
12:34	

Middlesex	 Sheila, Steve, Noel, 
Sharon, Bernice, 
Sindhu Pasricha, 
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p.m.	 Ethel, John Hsu 
Watchung Hills 
Regional High School	

Fri.,	April	26	 10:30	 Somerset	  Shelli Turkel, 
Jeanne Guarnieri, 
Bob Guarnieri, Iris 
Klein, Larry Klein, 
Sharon Gruber, 
Marilyn Altman 	

	

Rutgers	Day,	Rutgers	
University	

Sat.,	April	27,	
2019	
	

10:00-	
4	p.m.	

Middlesex	 Judy	Velez,	David 
Vaccari, Sheila,	
Karen,	Jill,	David,	
Ellen,	Reggie,	
Ethel	

	

Montgomery	High	
School		

Mon.,	April	29	 10:20	 Somerset	 Joel Dorfman, 
Lavonne Heydel, 
Iris Klein, Larry 
Klein, Jeanne 
Guarnieri, Bob 
Guarnieri, Hester 
Gelber, Marion 
Jenkins, Sharon 

	

Somerville	High	
School			
	

Wed.,	May	1	
POSTPONED	–	
will	be	
rescheduled	

12:15	 Somerset	 ASSEMBLY	-	
Jeanne Guarnieri, 
Bob Guarnieri, 
Sandy Bergelson, 
Gerry Pomper, 
Sharon	
	

	

Highland	Park	
Festival	

Sun.,	May	5	 11:30-
4:30	
p.m.	

Middlesex	 	Ethel	Reid	 Volunteers	
Needed	

North Plainfield High 
School	

Mon., May 6  

	

10:52-
1:53	

Somerset	 Reggie Musolf, 
Lavonne Heydel, 
Marion Jenkins, 
Carol Harvey, Shelli 
Turkel 

	

East Brunswick High 
School 

Tues., May 7 10:15-	
1:25	

Middlesex	 Sharon, Sheila, Noel, 
Sindhu, Ethel 

	

New Brunswick High 
School 	

Friday, May 10	 	 Middlesex	 Louise Forman, 
Gwen, Joel Dorfman, 
Reggie, Iris & Larry, 
Sheila & Noel 

	

Piscataway	High	
School	

Wed.,	May	29	 9:45-	
11:30	
p.m.	

Middlesex	 Sheila, Noel, Steve, 
Reggie, Gwen, 
Jeanne, Bob, Ethel,  
Jackie Schwartz, 
Adam Fensterheim	

	

	 	 	 	  	



Balloteer,	Vol	I		No.	4																																																																																																															May	2019	

	 8	

	

	

	
YOU	ARE	INVITED	

TO	HEAR	
	

ANNETTE	L.	SCOTT,	R.N.	
	

	
May	8,	2019				6:30	p.m.	(Followed	by	Business	Meeting)	

	
Douglass	College	

Hickman	Hall	-	Room	131	
	
Be	sure	to	register	your	car	so	you	can	park	in	the	Hickman	Hall	Lot.	Link	to	parking:		
https://rudots.nupark.com/events/Events/Register/ba244c19-8c9f-4d05-8ebe-
12a682dd8765		(for	lots	79,	79A,	and	Douglass	Deck)	For	more	information	contact:		Jill	Lewis-
Spector,	GNBA	Co-President,	jlewisprof1@gmail.com	
	

The	New	Jersey	Reentry	Corporation	(NJRC)	is	a	
nonprofit	agency	with	a	social	mission	to	remove	
all	barriers	to	employment	and	housing	for	all	
previously	incarcerated	individuals.	The	NJRC	
has	locations	throughout	New	Jersey,	including	
New	Brunswick.	

	

	NEW	JERSEY	REENTRY	
PROGRAM	
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We’re planning a big-as-we-can-make it garage sale on June 8,  as a much 
needed fundraiser for the GNBA Chapter of the LWVNJ.  Iris Klein has 
generously offered her premises as the site for the sale. 
 
We need your help with items to sell and to help at the sale. 
 
Anything donated should be in good condition because we are raising 
money for GNBA and we want the merchandise to be attractive to buyers.  
 
You might check with family members and friends  - many people have  
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items that are not "junk", but are no longer in use. And how many times  
has an anxiety-producing small voice whispered to you over and over 
again the words "clutter" or, at worst, "hoarder" and you have vowed that, 
yes: "I'm going to go through things and get rid of everything I no longer 
need!".  Well, this is your chance to live up to that vow and become one of 
those You Go Girl girls (or guys).  And you won't be "throwing out" items 
that have accompanied you on Life's Journey - you'll be helping them to 
find a new home, and also helping out GNBA. Now is that a win-win 
situation or is that a win-win situation?  
 
We need to hear from you PRONTO if you will be donating or participating 
(aka volunteering to help) or both in the sale.  
 
Email Harriet Warner at skierhw@aol.com.   
IMPORTANT! Put GARAGE SALE in the subject line. 

• If you are donating, please indicate this.  (If you have a rough idea of 
the type[s] of items, include that information.) 

• If you are volunteering to help out, review the volunteer schedules 
below and indicate the time(s) that you would like to participate. 

• If you have a folding table(s) you can loan to us, or a clothes rack(s), 
please indicate this.  

• Include any questions you still might have after you've finished this 
announcement. 

 
Delivery of Donations (and loaner tables and clothes racks)  
 
IMPORTANT!  Sale items must be clearly marked with a viable selling 
price. Unmarked items cannot be included in the sale.  Any unsold items 
must be picked up by 5 PM on the day of the sale.  Since negotiating a 
price is often a part of garage sale culture, we need to know if your 
marked price is negotiable and if so what is the lowest acceptable price. 
 
You may bring your items to the home of Iris Klein at 18 Susan Drive, 
Somerset, on: 
  

• Thursday, June 6 from 4pm to 7pm, or  
• Friday, June 7 from 1pm to 4pm.  
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If you have any questions, email Harriet at: skierhw@aol.com 
 
Volunteer Schedules: 
 
7:30 AM - setting up - many buyers come early.  
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
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The Follow-up 
 
Last month's guest speaker was GNBA's Karen Kantor, who spoke on a topic that, 
unfortunately, becomes more relevant by the week.  Just to jog your memory:    

 
The True National Emergency: 
Guns & The American Public 

 
	
	
	
	
	

	
As it happened, a week later the article below, by Margot Sanger-Katz, appeared in The 
New York Times issue of April 27.  It elaborates further on Karen's concerns and also 
chronicles some progress being made (albeit slowly) toward dealing with certain 
consequences of the unchecked availability of firearms.  

 
   

Gun	Research	is	Suddenly	Hot 
	

by	Margot	Sanger-Katz,		New	York	Times,	April	17	2019	
	
Concern	about	mass	shootings	has	lifted	spending	on	studies	and	attracted	
a	new	generation	of	researchers	

.	

	
With	Guest	Speaker:	

Karen	Kanter	
	
	

Middlesex	County	Coordinator	
	

The	Brady	Campaign	to	Prevent	Gun	
Violence	+	Million	Mom	March	
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In	1996,	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	stopped	funding	research	
into	the	causes	of	gun	violence.	And	for	decades	the	field	suffered	from	neglect:	
low	funding	and	a	corresponding	limited	interest	in	academia.	
	
Then	came	a	series	of	high-profile	mass	shootings.	And	donations	from	
billionaires.	A	result	has	been	a	recent	surge	in	state	and	private	funding	for	gun	
research,	and	a	revival	in	interest	among	journal	editors	and	young	academics	
beginning	their	careers.	
	
“It’s	not	just	the	availability	of	money	for	research,”	said	Jeremy	Travis,	the	
executive	vice	president	for	criminal	justice	at	Arnold	Ventures	.	“The	zeitgeist	has	
changed.”	
	
Last	year,	Arnold	Ventures,	a	foundation	established	by	John	and	Laura	Arnold,	
announced	a	splashy	investment:	It	would	be	spending	$20	million	to	fund	
research	grants	in	the	field,	administering	the	grants	through	the	nonpartisan	
RAND	Corporation.	And	Kaiser	Permanente,	the	health	care	provider,	has	set	
aside	$2	million	for	its	own	research	program.	
	
Michael	Bloomberg,	the	media	executive	and	former	New	York	mayor,	has	been	
spending	on	gun	research	for	years.	His	sponsorship	of	endowed	faculty	positions	
at	Johns	Hopkins	in	the	Center	for	Gun	Policy	and	Research	has	helped	several	
scholars.	
	
States	have	begun	making	investments	in	gun	research,	too.	A	$5	million	
investment	from	California	has	led	to	the	formation	of	the	Violence	Prevention	
Research	Program	at	the	University	of	California,	Davis.	New	Jersey’s	legislature	
approved	$2	million	to	establish	a	center	at	Rutgers	University.	Several	more	
states	and	the	District	of	Columbia	are	considering	similar	programs.	

	
“All	these	new	people	are	coming,”	said	Garen	Wintemute,	a	professor	who	directs	
the	program	at	Davis.	“It	used	to	be	a	dozen	people	in	the	country	—	now	there	
are	a	dozen	people	in	my	building.”	
	
Mr.	Wintemute	has	made	gun	violence	the	central	topic	of	his	work.	But	for	much	
of	his	career,	funding	was	scarce,	and	he	often	dipped	into	his	salary	to	subsidize	
the	costs	of	his	research.	He	said	he	expected	the	new	investments	to	result	in	
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significant	new	advances;	he	described	a	big	folder	of	study	ideas	in	his	office	that	
might	finally	be	realized.	
	
In	Washington,	research	funding	on	this	divisive	topic	remains	anemic.	A	recent	
analysis	found	that	gun	research	receives	substantially	less	funding	from	the	
federal	government	than	research	for	other	major	causes	of	death	—	only	1.6	
percent	of	the	funding	the	researchers	would	have	predicted	based	on	spending	
on	comparable	health	problems.	
	
Gun	deaths,	the	majority	of	which	are	from	suicide,	are	roughly	the	same	in	
number	as	deaths	from	sepsis,	for	example.	But	federal	research	funding	for	gun	
violence	is	only	about	0.7	percent	of	that	for	sepsis.	
	
Shani	Buggs	is	part	of	the	new	generation	of	gun	researchers.	When	she	went	to	
school	for	public	health	seven	years	ago,	she	didn’t	even	know	that	violence	was	a	
subject	she	could	pursue.	She’s	now	a	postdoctoral	fellow	at	the	gun	violence	
center	at	U.C.	Davis,	studying	interactions	between	drug	markets,	policing	and	
urban	gun	violence.	
	
Ms.	Buggs	said	that	the	new	money	had	not	been	her	only	motivator,	but	that	it	
did	make	her	feel	more	secure	about	her	future.	“It’s	exciting,”	she	said.	“What’s	
most	exciting	about	it	is	that	the	increase	in	dollars	will	bring	more	researchers	to	
the	field.”	
	
In	an	Upshot	survey	last	year,	researchers	expressed	interest	in	knowing	more	
about	many	subjects,	including	the	factors	that	lead	individuals	to	commit	gun	
violence	—	Ms.	Buggs’s	focus.	They	also	sought	research	into	how	criminals	
obtain	their	guns	and	the	effects	of	various	gun	policies,	such	as	new	state	laws	
that	allow	courts	to	temporarily	confiscate	guns	from	people	who	are	deemed	a	
risk	to	commit	violence.	Such	legislation	has	passed	in	14	states	—	11	since	2016.		
	
Research	publications	on	gun	violence	also	appear	to	be	rising,	reflecting	an	
enhanced	interest	by	journal	editors,	not	just	scholars.	“There’s	new	names	on	a	
lot	of	these	publications,”	said	Ted	Alcorn,	an	instructor	at	Columbia	whose	
analysis	of	gun-related	science	publications	over	the	past	few	decades	was	
published	in	JAMA	Internal	Medicine.	His	study	found	that	gun	research	had	
declined	as	a	share	of	science	research	since	the	mid-1990s,	but	that	it	began	to	
rise	sharply	in	2012,	the	year	of	the	Sandy	Hook	school	shooting	in	Connecticut.		
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The	C.D.C.	effectively	stopped	funding	original	research	on	gun	violence	after	the	
passage	of	legislation	in	1996	(the	Dickey	Amendment)	that	barred	the	use	of	
C.D.C.	funds	to	“advocate	or	promote	gun	control.”	Republican	legislators	had	
objected	to	government-funded	research	concluding	that	having	a	gun	in	the	
home	increased	the	risk	of	harm.	But	even	before	the	Dickey	amendment,	the	
C.D.C.	spent	just	$2.6	million	a	year	on	gun	violence	research.	The	National	
Institutes	of	Health	funds	some	gun-related	research,	but	not	much.		
	
Many	major	players	in	the	field	continue	to	lobby	for	a	larger	federal	role,	despite	
the	new	infusions	of	outside	funding.	At	a	recent	hearing	before	a	House	
appropriation	subcommittee,	Andrew	Morral,	a	senior	behavioral	scientist	at	
RAND,	said	there	were	some	research	tasks,	like	collecting	and	disseminating	
national	statistics	on	gun	injuries,	that	required	government	involvement.	
	
He	pointed	to	other	public	health	crises	—	like	car	crashes,	H.I.V.	and	cigarette	
smoking	—	in	which	research	led	the	way	to	big	reductions	in	mortality.	
	
“If	you	think	of	firearms	deaths	along	the	lines	of	traffic	crashes	and	smoking,	you	
think	about	a	really	big	project,”	he	said.	“I	think	of	this	as	a	large	effort	of	a	
magnitude	that	only	the	federal	government	would	be	able	to	support.”	
	

	
The Look Ahead  
 
Our scheduled June speaker will be Steve Mammon of Rider University.  The title of his 
presentation and discussion is "Why Students Vote". 
 
GNBA's Reggie Musolf  (who graces our May cover, along with Ethel Reid) brought The 
Balloteer's attention to the following study, from the United States Census Bureau, of voter 
turn-out rates in the 2018 midterms.  It provides some interesting and relevant background for 
Steve's talk.  

 
Voter	Turnout	Rates	Among	All	Voting	Age	and	Major	Racial	

and	Ethnic	Groups	Were	Higher	Than	in	2014	
	
by	JORDAN	MISRA,	United	States	Census	Bureau,	April	23,	2019	

 |  
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The	November	2018	election	is	widely	recognized	for	its	high	voter	turnout.	
Census	Bureau	data	released	today	show	who	is	behind	the		
historic	11	percentage	point	increase	from	the	previous	midterm	election	in	2014.	
	
Voter	turnout	went	up	among	all	voting	age	and	major	racial	and	ethnic	groups.	
Fifty-three	percent	of	the	citizen	voting-age	population	voted	in	2018,	the	highest	
midterm	turnout	in	four	decades,	while	the	2014	election	had	the	lowest.	
	
Data	from	the	Current	Population	Survey’s	Voting	and	Registration	Supplement	
out	today	provide	insights	into	the	characteristics	of	those	that	cast	their	ballots	
in	this	record-breaking	mid-term	election.		
 
 

 
 

 
Who is behind the Historic Increase?o 
 
Voter	turnout	went	up	in	some	groups	more	than	others	from	2014	to	2018:		
	

• Among	18-	to	29-year-olds,	voter	turnout	went	from	20	percent	in	2014	to	
36	percent	in	2018,	the	largest	percentage	point	increase	for	any	age	group	
—	a	79	percent	jump.		
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• Among	men	and	women,	voter	turnout	increased	by	11	and	12	percentage	
points	respectively.		

	
• Voter	turnout	increased	among	non-Hispanic	Asians	by	13	percentage	
points,	a	49	percent	increase.		

• Among	Hispanics,	voter	turnout	increased	by	13	percentage	points,	a	50	
percent	increase	in	Hispanic	voter	turnout.		

• Non-Hispanic	black	voter	turnout	increased	by	11	percentage	points.		

• Those	with	higher	levels	of	education	had	higher	levels	of	voter	turnout	in	
2018.	Those	with	less	than	a	high	school	education	had	the	smallest	
increase	in	voter	turnout	(5	percentage	points).	Those	with	a	high	school	
diploma	or	equivalent	had	the	second-lowest	increase	(8	percentage	
points).		

• Voting	by	native-born	and	naturalized	citizens	both	increased	by	12	
percentage	points.	This	increase	is	not	significantly	different	between	
native-born	and	naturalized	citizens.		

• Unlike	the	2014	midterm	election,	voter	turnout	among	those	living	in	
nonmetropolitan	areas	(up	8	points)	was	lower	than	for	those	living	in	
metropolitan	areas	(up	12	points).		

 

See	below	for	a	chart	breakdown	of	the	above	information.		
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Gender Gap 
 
A	record	number	of	women	were	elected	to	the	House	of	Representatives	in	the	
November	2018	election.		
	
Additionally,	women	continued	to	vote	at	higher	rates	than	men,	just	as	they	have	
in	every	midterm	election	since	1998.	
In	the	2018	midterm	election,	55	percent	of	women	voted	compared	with	52	
percent	of	men,	a	3	percentage	point	gap.	
	
Census	Bureau	voting	and	registration	data	also	include	a	detailed	table		
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package	of	key	estimates,	which	allows	data	users	to	take	a	deeper	dive	into	the	
numbers	behind	elections.	
	
Estimates	in	the	2018	Election	table	package	show	that	the	difference	between	
male	and	female	voter	turnout	varied	among	different	demographic	groups.	

	
Gender Gap by Age 
 
While	younger	women	voted	at	higher	rates	than	younger	men,	women	age	65	
and	older	voted	at	lower	rates	than	men	in	the	same	age	range.	
	
In	2018,	among	those	age	65	and	older,	voter	turnout	was	65	percent	for	women	
and	68	percent	for	men.	In	contrast,	38	percent	of	women	18-29	years	old	voted	
and	33	percent	of	men	of	the	same	age	group	voted. 
 
Gender Gap by Race and Hispanic Origin 
 
Voter	turnout	for	non-Hispanic	black	women	was	55	percent,	compared	with	47	
percent	for	non-Hispanic	black	men,	an	8	percentage	point	gap.	
	
Hispanic	women	voted	at	higher	rates	than	Hispanic	men,	with	2018	voter	
turnout	rates	of	43	percent	and	37	percent,	respectively.	
	
The	difference	between	male	and	female	turnout	was	two	percentage	points	
among	non-Hispanic	whites.	The	difference	between	male	and	female	turnout	was	
not	significantly	different	among	non-Hispanic	Asians.	
	
Gender Gap by Employment Status 
 
In	2018,	49	percent	of	unemployed	women	and	40	percent	of	unemployed	men	
voted,	a	9	percentage	point	difference.	
	
The	gap	between	employed	men	and	women	is	smaller	than	the	gap	between	
unemployed	men	and	women.	In	2018,	57	percent	of	employed	women	voted	
compared	with	52	percent	of	employed	men.	
	
 
Among	those	who	were	not	in	the	labor	force,	53	percent	of	women	voted	
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compared	with	51	percent	of	men.	
 
Alternative Voting 
 
The	availability	of	alternative	voting	methods	continues	to	change	how	voters	
vote.	Alternative	voting	methods	include	any	method	other	than	voting	in	person	
on	Election	Day,	such	as	early	voting	and	voting	by	mail.	
	
In	2018,	40	percent	of	voters	used	an	alternative	voting	method.	The	percentage	
of	voters	that	cast	their	ballot	early	or	by	mail	usually	declines	slightly	in	midterm	
elections	relative	to	the	preceding	presidential	election.	However,	the	rate	in	2018	
was	not	significantly	different	from	the	2016	presidential	election.		
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The	use	and	availability	of	alternative	voting	methods	varied	by	state.	In	the	2018	
election,	early	voting	was	available	in	39	states.	Some	states	require	that	voters	
state	a	reason	or	excuse	for	mailing	an	absentee	ballot,	while	others	do	not	(no-
excuse	absentee	voting).	Three	states	(Washington,	Oregon	and	Colorado)	have	
all-mail	voting	systems.	
	
The	three	states	with	the	highest	percentage	point	increases	in	alternative	voting	
rates	from	2014	were	Utah,	Texas	and	Georgia.	Alternative	voting	increased	by	36	
percentage	points	in	Utah,	25	points	in	Texas,	and	21	points	in	Georgia.	
	
This	high	increase	in	alternative	voting	in	these	states	is	likely	the	result	of	Utah’s	
ballot	initiatives	and	expanded	mail	voting	opportunities,	and	the	high-profile	
elections	in	Texas	and	Georgia.	
	
States	without	the	option	to	vote	early	and	those	that	require	voters	to	provide	an	
excuse	for	voting	absentee,	had	some	of	the	lowest	alternative	voting	rates	in	the	
country.	
	
For	a	graphic	displaying	the	percentage	of	voters	per	state	that	used	alternative	
voting	methods	in	the	2014	vs.	2018	midterms,	see	the	following	page.	
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
 
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization 
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to 
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by 
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds, 
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.  
 
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year ago 
and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of  
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.  
 
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org. 
 
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at 
LWVNJ.org. 
 
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area, 
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.    
 
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE 
 
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas:  East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin 
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick, 
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South 
Plainfield.  However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of 
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting, 
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A 
guest speaker is usually in attendance.  Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will 
keep you current on this and other events.  
 
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area, 
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.    
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LEAGUE	OF	WOMEN	VOTERS	OF		

THE	GREATER	NEW	BRUNSWICK	AREA	

Leadership	Team	

GNBA	Co-Presidents	 Jill	Lewis-Spector	(Co-President)	

Andrea	Kahn	(Co-President)	

Funds	Manager	 Larry	Klein	

	

Voter	Services	and	Civic	
Education	

	

Ethel	Reid	and	Steven	Lax	(Co-Chairs)	

Sheila	Mazar	(New	Brunswick	Voter	Registration)	

Neil	Mazar	(New	Brunswick	Voter	Registration)	

Harriet	Warner	(Somerset	County/My	Voice	My	Vote,	

in	collaboration	with	ACSD)	

High	School	Essay	Contest		 Jeannie	Guarnieri	(Co-Chair)	

Hester	Gelber	(Co-Chair)	

Fundraising	 Jamie		Figliolino	(Chair)	

Student	Organizing	
LaVonne	Heydel	

Iris	Klein		
Harriet	Warner	

First	Time	Voter	Celebration	
	

Beth	Stevens	

Newsletter	Editor	
	

David	Spector	
	

Facebook	Administrator	
	

Emily	Berman	

Webmaster	
	

Arielle	Del	Rosario	
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GNBA	Liaisons	to	State	Board	Committees	

	
Education	Committee	

	

	

Jill	Lewis-Spector	(Chair)	

Nora	Krieger	

	

	
Natural	Resources	Committee	

	
Marilyn	Rye	

	
Government	Committee	

	
Beth	Stevens	

	
Fair	Districts	New	Jersey	
LWVNJ	Advocacy	Program	

Liaison	

	
Beth	Stevens	

	
	
SHARE	YOUR	LEADERSHIP	SKILLS	
	
All	GNBA	members	are	invited	to	serve	on	LWVNJ	statewide	committees.		Our	liaisons	serve	
an	important	role	–	keeping	GNBA	members	informed	about	state-level	initiatives	and	
advocacy	opportunities.		There	are	statewide	committees	that	as	of	this	newsletter	do	not	
have	GNBA	representation,	including	Women	and	Family	Issues,	and	other	volunteer	
opportunities	where	assistance	is	needed.			
	
There	are	also	vacancies	in	some	GNBA	leadership	roles.	
	

GNBA	OPEN	LEADERSHIP	POSITIONS	
VOTER	SERVICES	CO-CHAIR	

	

Contact	Jill	at	jlewisprof1@gmail.com	if	you	would	like	to	volunteer	for	the	open	state	
committee	liaison	or	GNBA	positions.	

	
	

GNBA	SECRETARY	
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Newsletter	Advertisement	Subscription:		The	Balloteer	
(Distributed	throughout	Middlesex	and	Somerset	Counties)	

	
The	Balloteer	is	published	prior	to	GNBA	meetings	generally	held	monthly.		
Advertisements	will	run	for	6	consecutive	issues.		Please	mark	your	subscription	
request	below.	

o $100	 	 full	page	(approximately	7”	X	10”)	

o $75	 	 half	page		(app.	8”	X	5”)	

o $50	 	 quarter	page		(app.	5”	X	4”)	

o $25	 	 Business	card	size	 (app.	3	1/2	“		X	2”)	

Please	ask	for	any	assistance	with	your	ad	by	contacting	Jamie	Figliolino,	GNBA	
Fundraising	Chair	at	jamiefigliolino@gmail.com	and	mail	your	subscription	to	Jamie	
Figliolino	at		
24	Highview	Road,	East	Brunswick,	NJ.	08816-3022,	together	with	a	check	payable	
to	LWVNJ-GNBA	in	the	amount	marked	above.	
	
Production	requirements:		High	quality	JPEG,	Word	or	PDF.	
Word	or	PDF	required	for	all	color	ads.	
	
Please	email	ad	material	to	David	Spector,	Balloteer	Editor	at	
dalarecherche@yahoo.com	
	
The	undersigned	will	submit	an	ad	indicated	in	the	box	checked	above	for	publication	
as	described	in	this	form.		Enclosed	please	find	payment.					
	
Requested	by:	 ____________________________________________			(PRINTED	NAME)	
	 	 	 _____________________________________________		(SIGNATURE)	
Email	Address:	 _____________________________________________	
Address:	 	 _____________________________________________	
	 	 	 _____________________________________________	
Phone	Number:	 _____________________________________________	
	


