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In This Issue: Harvard Case Study opportunity, the Puzzler strikes again, future Guest Speakers,
exclusives from Voter Services and our State Board Committee liaisons, and, by special arrangement,
Balloteer has contracted a three month engagement in the Greater New Brunswick Area for - SPRING!
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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT
Dear Greater New Brunswick Area League
Members and Friends,
Spring is here and Women’s History Month
has been energetic and rewarding for GNBA.
We now have two awesome student interns for
our website and Facebook page, Divya
Konduru and Anushka Pande, who introduced
themselves at our March 13th meeting. The
Middlesex County Board of Chosen
Freeholders passed a resolution on March 21,
2019, proclaiming March 8th as “International
Women’s Day in Middlesex County.” The
Board recognized and thanked “the women who continue to strengthen
our families, communities, and workforce.” LWVNJ - GNBA was among
several groups invited to attend and I had the pleasure of letting the
Board and audience members know about our awesome league. GNBA
also co- sponsored the Grassroots Organizing Conference held in New
Brunswick on March 31, 2019. We’ve been featured as a co-sponsor on
their advertising material.
And take notice: GNBA’s Spring Voter Registration has begun! Multiple
events at high schools and colleges are scheduled. Be sure to sign up for
some of these events so that every eligible person in our towns are
registered and can vote in the June 2020 primary.
Are you going to the LWVNJ Gala and Convention? Would love to see
GNBA members at these events. Visit
https://secure.everyaction.com/ismLBZR4WUiwRRSrbkcDzA2 to register.
We have an incredible speaker scheduled for our April 10, 2019 meeting
at Douglass College (Hickman Hall, room 131.) Our very own GNBA
member, Karen Kanter, who is also Coordinator, Middlesex County
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Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence/Million Mom
March, will be discussing The True National Emergency:
Guns and The American Public. Don’t Miss It!
Wishing everyone a wonderful Spring.

In league,
Jill Lewis-Spector
Co-Chair, Greater New Brunswick Area League of Women Voters
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITY
FOR SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS!
Each LWVNJ local league has been invited to nominate two high
school (grades 9-12) US History, Government or Civics teachers who
will be considered for participation in an all-expense paid 2-day training program in August
2019 on using the Harvard
Case Study method for
teaching Civics.
GNBA members can
recommend teachers from
public, private, or charter
schools. Email your
recommendations no later
than April 15 to Civics
Education Committee
Chair Stephen Lax
(<zevson2004@verizon.net>). The email subject line should include
the word "Harvard", and the text body should include the e-mail
address and high school or school district of the interested educator.
Interested teachers will be sent more information about the program
and will be asked to provide a writing sample, due by April 27, 2019.
Members of GNBA’s Civics Education Committee will select our two
nominees.
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GNBA Voter Services has been hard at work during March registering first-time voters
for the 2019 New Jersey primaries. The drive in March covered high schools in
Middlesex County, and continues through April and May, adding Somerset high
schools, as well as an April 27 registration day at Rutgers.
Registering new voters is fun, but it takes a lot of LWV people-power. We still need
volunteers for this drive. If you are a LWV member, what is more core to the
organization and your beliefs (and a democracy), more demanding of an all-hands-ondeck effort, than the simple act of voting and its support? And, as it happens, GNBA's
own backyard is home to one of the historic moments in the voting history of the
country.
Volunteers are needed at:

School

Date

County

Bridgewater-Raritan High School

Monday, April 1

Somerset

Bound Brook High School

Monday, April 8

Somerset

Bernards High School

Friday, April 12

Somerset

Woodbridge High School

Monday, April 15

Middlesex

Saturday, April 27
Rutgers University
Monday, April 29

Somerset

Wednesday, May 1

Somerset

Wednesday, May 29

Middlesex

Montgomery High School
Somerville High School
Piscataway High School

To register voters at Middlesex County high schools, contact Sheila Mazar at
sheilamazar@gmail.com; at Somerset County high schools, contact Sharon Gruber at
sharon.gruber1@gmail.com; for Rutgers Day, contact Ethel Reid at ereid36@aol.com
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Making Democracy Work Cocktail Reception and
Awards Ceremony

The League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund
Friday, May 3, 2019, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm,
The Imperia, 1714 Easton Ave, Somerset, NJ
cordially invites you to the
Making Democracy Work Cocktail Reception and
Awards Ceremony
Awards ceremony, silent auction, open bar, heavy hors d'oeuvres, and music
Honoring
Rev. Dr. Charles F. Boyer
Salvation and Social Justice

Johanna Calle
New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice

Dena Mottola Jaborska
New Jersey Citizen Action

Susan Lederman
League of Women Voters

March for Our Lives New Jersey
Student leaders for common sense gun laws

Kindly RSVP by Monday, April 15, 2019. Purchase tickets at LWVNJ.org.
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CONVENTION 2019: DEFENDING
DEMOCRACY FOR THE NEXT 100
YEARS!
Join the League of Women Voters of New Jersey for our 63rd Biennial State
Convention. Ari Berman, senior reporter at Mother Jones covering voting rights and
reporting fellow at Type Media Center, will be our keynote lunch speaker. Berman is
the author of "Give Us the Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America."

REGISTER AT:
https://secure.everyaction.com/YJpN8YQO0UKLVOCqBVYF3g2

The 63rd Biennial Convention of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey
Saturday, May 4, 2019, 8 am - 4 pm
The Imperia, Somerset, NJ
Join the League of Women Voters of New Jersey for our Biennial State Convention
featuring:
Morning breakfast and networking, inspirational speeches, and the opportunity to
inform decisions that will impact the future of the organization.
Training sessions, specifically designed to strengthen our grassroots engagement
and Get out the Vote efforts ahead of the 2019 General election.
The business of voting on program, nominations, bylaws, and the budget.
Lunch Ceremony featuring awards honoring our 50 year members and outstanding
achievements by local Leagues, and keynote address by Ari Berman.
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Ari Berman is a senior reporter at Mother Jones covering voting rights and a
reporting fellow at Type Media Center. Rachel Maddow calls him “the best reporter
in the country on national voting rights issues.” He is the winner of a 2017 Izzy Award
for outstanding achievement in independent media. He is the author of Give Us the
Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America, which was named a Best
Book of the Year by NPR, The Boston Globe and Kirkus Reviews. Berman has written
extensively about American politics, civil rights, and the intersection of money and
politics. His stories have also appeared in The New York Times, Rolling Stone, and
The Guardian, and he is a frequent guest and commentator on MSNBC and NPR.
Please also plan to join us on Friday, May 3 to celebrate "Making Democracy Work"
with a cocktail reception and awards ceremony at the Imperia at 6:30 pm. We
hope that you will make a weekend of it, spending Friday and Saturday celebrating at
both the cocktail reception and Convention. We are offering a $35 discount when
you register for these events together using the option available during the registration
process.
Delegate information:
All members and supporters of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey are invited
to the Convention. However, only delegates will be permitted to vote on League
business. Please contact your local League president about serving as a voting
delegate for your League. If your local League delegation is full, or you are a League
member that is not part of a local League but wish to serve as a voting delegate, please
contact Pat Thompson at contact@lwvnj.org.
Hotel information:
A room block has been reserved at the Springhill Suites Somerset Marriott, 10 Cedar
Grove Lane, Somerset, under the name League of Women Voters of New
Jersey. Double/queen room cost is $125 and includes hot breakfast and shuttle
service to/from the Imperia. Call 732-595-5100 or go online here to make your
reservations by April 3rd.
Register by Monday, April 15, 2019. We look forward to an energizing and productive
state Convention!

REGISTER AT:
https://secure.everyaction.com/YJpN8YQO0UKLVOCqBVYF3g2
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VOTER SERVICES
Chair: Ethel Reid, Sheila Mazar, Harriet Warner, Sharon Gruber, Reggie Musol, Ellen
Unger, LaVonne Heydel

New Jersey Reentry Corporation
The League of Women Voters is committed to increasing voter registration and turnout,
particularly among marginalized communities that face additional obstacles to the
ballot. The League of Women Voters of Ocean Township has formed a partnership with
the New Jersey Reentry Corporation, a nonprofit agency with a social mission to
remove all barriers to employment for citizens returning from jail or prison.
Jesse Burns of LWVNJ put Annette Scott from the Ocean Township chapter in touch
with Voter Services and Annette spoke at the Voter Services Committee meeting in
early March. She explained how the re-entry program works, with classes instructing
ex-felons about their rights and the special steps they will need to take to re-register
and regain their right to vote. Participants in the program are not incarcerated and
have successfully fulfilled any probation or parole obligations.
GNBA has been invited to offer classes to New Jersey Reentry Program participants at
57 Livingston Avenue in New Brunswick. This is a matter that the GNBA general
membership will decide upon and Annette will be the special guest speaker at our May
GNBA chapter meeting. She will be explaining more about the program and answering
all your questions about it.

Registration
As brought to your attention earlier in this issue of The Balloteer, Voter Services needs
volunteers for the registration drive currently under way. The current schedule is
reproduced in full below. Locations needing volunteers are in bold and yellowed.
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To volunteer to register voters at Middlesex County high schools contact Sheila Mazar at
sheilamazar@gmail.com; to volunteer at Somerset County high schools contact Sharon
Gruber at sharon.gruber1@gmail.com; to volunteer for Rutgers Day contact Ethel at
ereid36@aol.com.

School
Metuchen High
School
Highland Park High
School
Sayreville High
School

Date

Time

County

Volunteers

Wed., March 6

Middlesex

Jeanne Hester

Mon., March 11

Middlesex

Karen, Reggie

Middlesex

Karen, Reggie
Sindhu Pasricha,

Mon., March 18

10:151 p.m.

JFK High School

Thurs., March
21

10:451 p.m.

Middlesex

North Brunswick
High School

Tues., March 26

10:1512:15

Middlesex

Comment

Sheila, Noel
Joanne and 1 or 2
friends, Bernice,
Sheila

Bernice, Jill,
Sheila, Noel,
Reggie, Sharon,
Gwen Besson

Dunellen High School

Wed., March 27

South Brunswick
High School

Thurs., March
28

11:001 p.m.
10:151 p.m.

Middlesex

Sheila, Noel

Middlesex

Reggie, Bernice,
Sindhu, Sheila,
Noel,Guden,
Reggie, Gwen
Besson,
Judy Rothberg

Perth Amboy YMCA
Thomas Peterson Day

Sun., March 31

New Brunswick
Health Sciences
School

Mon., April 1

12:303:30
p.m.
10:001:30
p.m.

Middlesex

Ethel

Middlesex

Karen, Beth

Mon., April 1

Somerset

Volunteers
needed

Mon., April 8

Somerset

Volunteers
needed

BridgewaterRaritan High School

Bound Brook High
School
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Colonia High School

Tues., April 9

Bernards High School

Fri., April 12

Woodbridge High
School
Rutgers Day, Rutgers
University

10:451 p.m.

Middlesex

Somerset

Joanne Stabb
& friends,
Sheila,
Bernice
Sheila, Noel

Volunteers
needed
Volunteers
needed

Mon., April 15

10:45
am

Middlesex

Sheila

Sat., April 27,
2019

8:005 p.m.

Middlesex

Ethel, Sheila

12
Volunteers
needed
Volunteers
needed
Volunteers
needed
Volunteers
needed

Montgomery High
School

Mon., April 29

Somerset

Somerville High School

Wed., May 1

Somerset

ASSEMBLY

Piscataway High School

Wed., May 29

Middlesex

Sheila, Noel,
Reggie,
Gwen,
Jeanne, Bob,
Ethel,
(Bernice back-up)
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LWVNJ EDUCATION COMMITTEE
GNBA Liaisons: Bernice Venable Proctor and Nora Krieger. LWVNJ Education
Committee Chair: Jill Lewis-Spector.
Three topics are uppermost on the minds of most of the education groups with which
LWVNJ has partnered: school funding, graduation requirements, and NJ’s segregated
schools.
School budgets. Governor Murphy’s budget for education increased aid by $206
million plus another $68 million for preschool programs. Bound Brook, Somerset Hills
and Edison are slotted to receive more than 12 percent increases from the year prior.
But some school districts have lost funding. Of Middlesex County's 24 districts,
Woodbridge would gain 21.78 percent, or $7.3 million, followed by North Brunswick,
which would receive a 19.08 percent increase, or $3.5 million.
The districts hit the hardest would be South Brunswick, with a loss of 4.63 percent in
funding, or $1.1 million, and Old Bridge, with a decrease of 4.44 percent, or $1.9
million. In Somerset County, Hillsborough was the lone district of 18 in the county that
would lose funding, down 2.11 percent. These numbers don’t tell the entire story,
though. Even with some increases, many districts are still being funded ‘below
adequacy.’ Given the pension system shortfall, it is difficult to imagine when all public
schools in our state will be funded at ‘adequate’ levels.
Graduation requirements. High school exit testing policies are state-level decisions.
There is no federal requirement that students take or pass a standardized test to
graduate. Only 15 states currently use such exit tests. There has been some clarity on
state policies – at least for this year’s juniors and seniors. Put in a nutshell, for
students in these classes, passing or taking PARCC is NOT a graduation requirement.
The DOE website reports, “pursuant to a consent order from the Appellate Division of
the New Jersey Superior Court, students graduating as members of the Classes of
2019 and 2020 can meet graduation assessment requirements through any of these
three pathways: (1) Achieve passing scores on high school level NJSLA/PARCC
assessments; (2) Achieve passing scores on alternative assessments such as the SAT,
ACT, or ACCUPLACER, or (3) Submit, through the district, a student portfolio appeal to
the NJDOE.” Each school year the NJDOE will determine the proficiency level and/or
cut scores needed on the assessments to meet the graduation assessment
requirements.” Proficiency levels/cut scores for the Classes of 2019 and 2020 are
available at https://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf
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However, this decision may mean little for current high school freshmen and
sophomores. Nearly half of the students in the class of 2021 have already earned
scores that would satisfy the graduation testing requirement under rules the state is
applying to the classes of 2019 and 2020. But, as the Education Law Center notes,
“currently there are no graduation rules at all for the classes of 2021 and 2022, and so
far, the NJDOE has not agreed to allow sophomores and freshmen to use their scores
to meet the testing requirement.” LWVNJ’s education committee will continue to
monitor this situation and, if appropriate, offer testimony when hearings are scheduled.
NJ’s segregated schools. New Jersey has the sixth most segregated schools in the
country, even moreso than all the states in the former Confederacy. At a Joint
Committee on the Public Schools recent hearing, several groups offered testimony,
including the New Jersey Coalition for Diverse and Inclusive Schools. This coalition
filed a lawsuit last May alleging that the state’s public school residency rules are
unconstitutional because they have led to a high level of school segregation by forcing
most children to attend classes where they live. The group had been in discussion with
the DOE, the Attorney General and the Governor, but an agreement has not been
reached. They want the Governor to develop a plan to integrate schools. Elise Boddie,
law professor and director of The Inclusion Project at Rutgers, indicated that nearly half
of black and Hispanic students (270,000) attend NJ schools were at least 90% of those
enrolled are students of color. The Committee will continue to hold hearings on this
issue. Magnet schools, busing, and cross-district boundary lines were among the
options suggested by those who testified. The Path To Progress report (August 2018)
suggests merging K-8 districts so they become K-12 districts as a cost-cutting
measure, but it was also suggested at the hearing as a way to address school
segregation.
------------------------The LWVNJ Education Committee also reviewed the status of bills related to civics
education and discussed member concerns related to (1) school discipline and (2)
charter schools.
Civics education. The LWVNJ Education Committee is disappointed that as of yet
there is no action on any of the several civics education bills in the NJ Legislature’s
Education Committee: S2762/A4376 for a one semester course in middle school and
funding for the NJ Center for Civics Education at Rutgers; S3174/A4739, for a civics or
US History class as a high school graduation requirement, also with some funding for
the Rutgers Center, and civics instruction in middle school; A1095, also calling for a
civics or US History class as a high school graduation requirement, but requiring use of
DOE curriculum guidelines – no companion bill in the Senate.
School discipline. The committee briefly discussed the recent report that provided
data about school discipline and this will be something that we will look at more closely.
The report can be accessed at:
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https://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/education/2019/03/22/nj-has-one-nationsworst-racial-gaps-school-suspensions/3140484002/
Charter schools. Although several LWVNJ locals' consensus results indicated a
desire to update the LWVNJ position on charter schools, the LWVNJ board will be
listing this as a “nonrecommended” item at Convention. The committee will wait until
after convention to determine next steps, which might include a thorough review of laws
and regulations pertaining to charters and also developing an advocacy plan that
focuses on the need for charters to be more transparent and accountable.

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
The group does most of its discussion online in the form of posting articles and daily
blogs on environmental topics of interest for discussion. We follow many of these
issues and are concerned with studying them to support a position that appears in the
best public interest.
Topics we are following include recycling, climate change, water issues, energy issues,
and preserving the Delaware Water Gap. One issue that soon will become important to
people in New Jersey as well as in Pennsylvania is the proposed world’s largest waste
incinerator planned by the Elcon Company. This company has an exceedingly poor
environmental record. The plant site would be in Falls Township in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, close to the Delaware River and New Jersey. Fumes and sediment
would blow across the river. The company previously has submitted numerous building
applications to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP)
which were refused as incomplete and deficient, but the latest one was accepted. The
Falls Township Planning Board voted not to recommend the company’s building
application because it deemed the chosen sight to be inappropriate. This issue will not
be resolved quickly as the company is planning to go to court.
The NRG also examines issues relating to the Delaware River Basin which provides
drinking water to 15 million people. While fracking in the DRB was banned by the DRB
Commission, fracking related activities were not. Fracked water was allowed into the
region and water could be piped out for fracking in other places. Governor Murphy
recently announced his support for a complete ban and other governors are expected
to follow his lead. All governors have to be in agreement on an issue for the DRB to
take action. The NJ chapter of the LWV submitted comments supporting a complete
ban.
Another recent “hot topic” is the introduction or construction of pipelines planned for NJ
in the near future that critics feel pose environmental, health, and safety issues. The
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NJLWV submitted comments against approving the 12.1 mile Southern Reliability Link
being built in the Pinelands National Reserve. Under the Pinelands Preserve master
plan pipelines could be not built in this area due to potential damage to the immense
aquifer under the site. This pipeline was approved under the Christie Administration but
is now being challenged in court. New Jersey Natural Gas which is moving forward
anyway and is cutting down 50 year old trees. The NJLWV submitted comments
opposing this pipeline.
The NJLWV plans to submit comments asking the NJDEP not to approve three water
permits which would allow the Transco/Williams Company to move this project forward.
This pipeline is an extension of an existing pipeline. The company would build a gas
compressor in Franklin Township in Somerset County and extend the pipeline into the
Raritan Bay in Middlesex County. Critics of the plan have pointed out that the
construction would degrade N.J.’s water quality, contaminate sources of drinking
water, allow laying pipelines through wetlands, and cause more seasonal flooding.
Laying pipelines under Raritan Bay would stir up toxic heavy metals and PCBs buried
when the Raritan Bay Slag, a Superfund Site, was mitigated. Comments may be
submitted to the NJDEP until April 17th. If you want more information about sending
comments, contact me and I will send you the names and email addresses of the
officials to contact. (This information was passed out at the March League meeting.)
FYI: A good daily blog to follow for regional environmental issues is the Environmental
Politics blog at http://enviropoliticsblog.blogspot.com/. It covers issues concerning,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and Delaware.
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The True National Emergency:
Guns & The American Public
With Guest Speaker:
Karen Kanter
Middlesex County Coordinator
The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence + Million Mom March

April 10th, 2019 ● 6:30-7:30PM + post-event meeting
Hickman Hall, Rm 131 ● Douglass Campus, Rutgers-New Brunswick
Register for e-parking pass@http://tiny.cc/RutgersParking.
For more information, contact LWV-GNBA Co-President: Jill Lewis-Spector,
jlewisprof1@gmail.com
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IN THE MONTHS AHEAD...
MAY 8, 2019
Rutgers- Douglass College – Hickman Hall, Room 131
FEATURED SPEAKER: Annette Scott

LWVNJ RE-ENTRY PROGRAM
Convention Recap & Business Meeting

JUNE 12, 2019
Rutgers- Douglass College – Hickman Hall, Room 130
FEATURED SPEAKER:
Steve Mammon - Rider University
WHY STUDENTS VOTE

JULY 17, 2019 - TBD
AUGUST 15, 2019 – FUNDRAISER EVENT
NOTE: BEGINNING JULY 2019, GNBA WILL HOLD
GENERAL MEETINGS ON THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF
EACH MONTH. A FUNDRAISER IS SCHEDULED FOR
AUGUST, RATHER THAN A GENERAL MEETING. DETAILS
TO FOLLOW.
18
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YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR OUR GUEST SPEAKER ...
R
WE

E

LWVGNBA General Meeting
Special Guest Speaker: Marc Pfeiffer,
Assistant Director, Bloustein Local
Government Research Center
(Rutgers)
Former Deputy Director and Acting
Director, NJ Division of Local
Government Services

A Report on the Legislative Report — Path to Progress,
Reforms to Save New Jersey
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Followed by Business Meeting

If you weren't able to get to the March GNBA chapter meeting last month, you missed a
spectacular talk and q & a session delivered by Marc Pfeiffer, whose CV credentials
(see below), speak for themselves.
Luckily, our co-president, Andrea Kahn, unbidden, unleashed her inner stenographer,
and took extensive notes - so that those of you who couldn't get to the meeting will get
an idea of what Marc had to say.
Here's Andrea....
Marc Pfeiffer was our guest speaker at the NJLWV GNBA March 12, 2019 meeting at
Hickman Hall. He discussed the Path to Progress NJ Report of the 2018 Legislative
Economic and Fiscal Policy Workgroup published this past August. Marc is currently a
Senior Policy Fellow at the Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers
University and a Member at Large of the League of Women Voters of New Jersey. He
retired in 2012 from a 37 year career in New Jersey local government administration,
after serving as a municipal administrator in several municipalities and 26 years at the
19
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New Jersey Division of Local Government Services, including 14 years as Deputy
Director and as Acting Director from time to time. Marc chaired a task force
subcommittee for the Workgroup.
Marc began identifying New Jersey’s bleak fiscal future. While we may be somewhat
familiar with that, Marc gave stark facts and statistics as to how we got here. We are a
high tax state, including local property taxes. We have the densest population of any
state in the Union, which drives costs. The State pays a large share of k- 12 costs but
still ranks at the bottom of all states in percent of state aid supporting k-12 schools. Yet
the School Aid formula was underfunded by $1.3 billion in 2018-9.
We have a $115 billion net pension liability and 45% remains unfunded. Our retirement
health benefit liability is another $36.5 billion. The combined retirement and health
liability of $151 Billion is four times the state budget and three times our debt level!
With no changes, the State would face a $3.2 billion shortfall for Pension Benefits in
2019 growing to a $6.6 billion shortfall by 2023 and a $3.4 billion shortfall for health
benefits in 2019, growing to a $4.1 billion shortfall by 2023. Conservatively estimated,
we would have a $3.2 billion budgetary shortfall by 2023, and funding for pension and
health increases from 18% of the budget now to 24% of the budget in 2023. A funding
failure would result in a constitutional crisis for the pension system.
These problems crowd out new spending in other areas such as transportation, higher
education and social services, an investment in which would actually help our
economy.
Annual New Jersey public spending breaks out as 40% for schools, 30% for the State,
excluding state aid to other entities, 20% for municipal spending and 10% for county
spending. New Jersey’s major tax revenues break out into $29 billion from property
taxes and $16 billion from income taxes (pledged to property tax relief) and considered
local resources, and $10.3 billion from the sales tax, $3 billion from corporate taxes and
7.7 from all other sources considered state resources.
With this background information the workgroup studied five areas: 1. Pension and
health benefits, 2. education reform, 3. County and Municipal Shared Services and
management, 4. Tax structure and 5. Leveraging assets. Several options were
raised to address the pension liabilities, including basically reducing or changing
benefits moving forward for new or unvested employees. Marc suggested that
consolidations of limited purpose school districts (elementary or high school age) into
all purpose regional districts (k-12) would improve services with uniform curriculum in
preparation for high school rather than reduce costs necessarily. More shared services
and consolidation of some services such as police could reduce costs. We are
restricted in increasing taxes as an already high tax state. The work group suggested
identifying state assets and considering outsourcing them while still maintaining
ownership. The full report goes into much greater detail as to various recommendations
for further consideration. Marc addressed political considerations and practical
concerns.
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While New Jersey has much to offer, out migration is real, according to Marc and the
workgroup. Solutions are complicated. The report offers a new beginning to address
these issues. Our representatives in government and we, the voters, must follow
through and make hard decisions. Marc maintains that he is an optimist and that we
can fix this stuff with a combination of growth, some cheer leading and talking about
these issues publicly. We cannot stick our heads in the sand. Together we can
discuss the issues and make decisions that lead us to better and more responsible
(aka less politically expedient) decision making.
That is where LWVNJ and GNBA come in. We need to help educate voters and take a
leadership role in involving voters in the decision making process. As they say,
democracy is not a spectator sport.
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ELECTION TRIVIA QUESTIONS – PART 1
1. When did 18 year olds get the right to vote in federal elections?
*1960
* 1970

* 1992
* 2008

2. When did women get the right to vote in federal elections?
* 1788 in the Constitution
* 1865: 14th Amendment

* 1920: 19th Amendment
* 1964: Civil Rights Act

3. When did African Americans get the right to vote?
* 1788 in the Constitution
* 1870: 15th Amendment

* 1932: Hayes decision by Supreme Court
* 1965: Voting Rights Act

4. Who was the first woman elected to federal office and what year was it?
* Charlotte Grimke in 1832
* Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1868

* Jeannette Rankin in 1917
* Frances Perkins in 1936

5. Who was the first African-American elected to federal office and what year was it?
* Frederick Douglass in 1844
* Hiram Rhodes Revels in 1870.

* Paul Laurence Dunbar in 1924
* Shirley Chisholm in 1962

6. Noncitizens have been allowed to vote in city and state elections in the US. True or false?
7. People have been excluded from voting by which of these techniques?:
* Purging voting rolls of people who haven’t
voted recently
* Not allowing former felons to vote
* Charging people a fee to vote

* All of the above
* None of the above
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8. What is gerrymandering?
* Effort by a political party to prevent minorities from voting
* Effort by a political party to create district boundaries that favor them
* Effort by the major parties to suppress 3d parties
* None of the above
9. How old does a candidate need to be in order to run for President?
* there is no age restriction
* 40

* 35
* 25

10. How old does a candidate need to be in order to run for the House of Representatives?
* 35
* 30

* 25
* 18

.

1. 1970 2. 1920: 19th Amendment 3. 1870: 15th Amendment 4. Jeannette Rankin in 1917
5. Hiram Rhodes Revels in 1870.
6. * True: noncitizens were allowed to vote in nearly half of states until 1900. Noncitizens are allowed to
vote now in some cities e.g. College Park, Maryland. 7. * All of the above
8. Effort by a political party to create district boundaries that favor them 9. 35 10, 25
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year
ago and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick
Area, visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick,
North Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South
Plainfield. However, we welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of
location, and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting,
which is held on the second Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A
guest speaker is usually in attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will
keep you current on this and other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick
Area, visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Leadership Team
GNBA Co-Presidents

Jill Lewis-Spector (Co-President)
Andrea Kahn (Co-President)
Ethel Reid (Chair)
Sheila Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)

Voter Services

Neil Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Harriet Warner (Somerset County/My Voice My Vote,
in collaboration with ACSD)

High School Essay Contest

Jeannie Guarnieri (Co-Chair)
Hester Gelber (Co-Chair)

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino (Chair)

Civics Education Committee

Steven Lax (Chair)

Student Organizing

LaVonne Heydel
Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

First Time Voter Celebration

Beth Stevens

Newsletter Editor

David Spector

Facebook Administrator

Emily Berman

Webmaster

Arielle Del Rosario

GNBA Photographer

Larry Klein
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector (Chair)
Nora Krieger
Bernice Proctor Venable

Natural Resources Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
There are also vacancies in some GNBA leadership roles.

GNBA OPEN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS
VOTER SERVICES CO-CHAIR
Contact Jill at jlewisprof1@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for the open state
committee liaison or GNBA positions.

GNBA SECRETARY
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