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GREETINGS FROM THE CO-PRESIDENT
Dear Greater New Brunswick Area League Members and Friends,
Welcome to the inaugural issue of The Balloteer, our local league’s newsletter!
You might be asking why do we need a
newsletter? How is it different from reports at
meetings? Well, that’s just the point. We are so
involved and productive, that reporting on all of our
activities takes considerable meeting time, sometimes
even shortening the time we have to spend with our
speakers. Now that we have a newsletter, we can
read about what our several GNBA committees have
been doing, find out from our liaisons what our
LWVNJ statewide committees are up to, get a postevent summary of our most recent speaker’s talk, and
be introduced to our next speaker event. It will also
include articles on a host of topics that interest us,
and even a quiz or crossword you might enjoy doing.

We’d like to spread the word of GNBA, so please share this with others. We also want to
hear your recommendations for the newsletter. What else would you like to see
here? What should be changed/eliminated? Does the newsletter have advertising
potential?
Every committee chair/co-chair and state committee liaison has contributed to this
publication. David Spector has generously given his time to pull it all together into this first
issue and is planning on a monthly publication. I hope you will be pleased.
In League,
Jill Lewis-Spector
Co-Chair, Greater New Brunswick Area League of Women Voters
jlewisprof1@gmail.com
P.S. See you at the March meeting! (See speaker announcement in this issue.)
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Our monthly report on the activities of GNBA committees and GNBA liaisons to LWVNJ
state board committees.

VOTER SERVICES
Chair: Ethel Reid
The committee met on January 14, 2019, in Franklin Township. On the agenda
were:
•
•
•

exploring ways to help high schools fulfill the state mandate to provide voter
registration and voter information to students,
ways that we could contribute to motivating students to vote and to
participate in civic engagement activities;
and how to prepare for student registration drives in 2019, a state

assembly election year in New Jersey, and how to utilize the new
strategies and lessons learned from 2018 to make the upcoming 2019
registration drive even more effective.

Motivating Student Participation
•

Kahoot!

Iris Klein and Sharon Gruber reported a discussion with high school students, in
which the students were enthusiastic about Kahoot!, a game-based learning system
that has definite possibilities as a tool for engaging students in the electoral process.
The committee passed the kitty and collected $57 for a one-year subscription so
Sharon Gruber can further explore Kahoot's possibilities. Our intention is to use
Kahoot! to create quizzes and materials to take to high schools. Iris has composed
some initial questions, and she, Harriet Warner and LaVonne Heydel will gather
information about pending bills and relevant issues in the state legislature that can
be used to create appropriate questions about local issues. In addition, Iris will
contact Assemblyman Andrew Zwicker and Harriet will contact Assemblyman
Joseph Danielson to obtain information pertaining to local issues that can be used in
the system.
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Student-Made Videos

We discussed the possibility of students using a LWVNJ-made video as a model for
students to make their own videos for distribution - both as an informational and
motivational device, but also to alleviate any anxiety students may have about voting.
The video can be seen on Youtube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bbmod3PG8M
At the next committee meeting, February 11, members will continue to address
questions concerning what we want students to do, ways of getting students interested
in the primaries, and what further projects the committee will initiate.
Voter Registration Issues
•

Where and When

Spring registration will extend from March to early May, at least 21 days before Primary
Day, June 4. Combining assemblies with voter registration at schools was discussed.
Options discussed were registration as part of an assembly or the possibility of pursuing
our own assembly. Discussion to be continued.
Activities are also being planned for Constitution Day, September 17, as well as
Constitution Week, September 17–23, 2019, and National Voter Registration Day,
September 24, 2019.
•

Mail-in Ballots

Karen Kanter mentioned the need for us to emphasize the importance of primaries. The
group requested more training about mail-in ballots. Karen will contact the Board of
Elections in East Brunswick to find out any new information on application forms.
•

Voter Registration Tally Forms and Voter Service Event Log

GNBA volunteers will receive a copy of the tally log, which must be filled out at each
event. Ethel Reid,Voter Services chair, emphasized how important it is to complete the
tally sheet during a voter registration event. At the end of high school voter registration
events, Sheila Mazar and Harriet Warner - coordinators for Middlesex and Somerset
schools--will communicate the information from the sheet to the Voter Services chair.
The chair will then record the information online on the Voter Registration Log, a
Google form. This year Sheila and Harriet will divide the county high schools into
smaller groups so that they will not have to work all high schools. The group leaders for
these groups will give their tally sheets to Sheila and Harriet who will then communicate
that information to the chair.
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LWVNJ EDUCATION COMMITTEE
GNBA Liaisons: Bernice Venable Proctor and Nora Krieger. LWVNJ Education
Committee Chair: Jill Lewis-Spector.
About the LWVNJ Education Committee:
The LWVNJ Education Committee meets approximately once every six weeks. At
least twice yearly we meet in person; the remaining meetings are held via an evening
videoconference, with members having the option to participate via video or phone.
The Committee's current goals are to (1) successfully use technology for meetings; (2)
increase active committee membership; (3) increase committee diversity, including
geographic, ethnic, and age diversity; (4) increase our presence and advocacy on
education issues. We are making progress on all of these goals.
One of the committee’s major functions is to keep abreast of legislation that relates to
LWVNJ’s positions on education and to request from the LWVNJ board that the
organization advocates for bills that support these positions. Individual committee
members track specific legislation and/or topics, e.g., special education, school
funding, charter schools, regionalization. We also participate in coalitions and
attending their meetings as well as those of legislative/regulatory agencies/. Coalitions
include Our Children/Our Schools (chaired by Sharon Krengel, a GNBA member);
and NJEA’s School Funding Group. We attend the monthly State Board of Education
meetings and, when held, legislative meetings of the Joint Committee on the Public
Schools.
Some Recent and Current Activities:
•

Members prepared the LWVNJ Voter Information guide that offered pro and con
statements on the 2018 ballot question #1, related to the Securing Our Children’s
Future Act (S2293/A3902). This bill, which passed, called for a public vote on
$500,000.000 in general obligation bonds to county vocational school districts,
county colleges, and other schools and other school districts for various purposes.

•

We participated in advocacy for the Chronic Absenteeism Bill – S447/A2352, which
is now law, and we are currently supporting Civics Education Bills - S2762/A4376,
a bill proposing civics education requirement for 8th graders that would also provide
funding for the Rutgers NJ Center for Civic Education.

•

On January 23, 2019, Bernice Proctor Venable served as a judge at the NJ State
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution High School Competition, held at
Rutgers Busch Campus Center in Piscataway.
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We are currently supporting Civics Education Bills - S2762/A4376, a bill proposing a
one-semester civics education requirement for 8th graders that would also provide
funding for the Rutgers NJ Center for Civic Education.

We welcome new committee members and encourage their active participation in our
initiatives.

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
GNBA Liaison: Marilyn Rye
The Natural Resources Committee (NRC) continues to work on environmental
issues in NJ, considering them in light of their impact on the health and welfare of
New Jersey’s citizens. In the present, as in the past, the quality of NJ’s drinking
water remains a priority for the NRC. It also serves as a nexus for the investigation
of many subsidiary environmental issues, such as industrial pollution. Recently these
have included fracking, fracking waste, and fracked water, which pours toxins into
the environment and endangers public health, as well as issues arising from gas
pipelines and compressor stations, which can contaminate water and air with toxic
chemicals that threaten public safety.
Current research has provided data links of at least 30 toxic chemicals used in
fracking that remain present in natural gas dispersed through gas pipelines.
Compressors that move the natural gas through these pipelines are associated with
specific risks and public health problems, as witness the fatal explosions that
occurred in Boston last year. The NRC is committed to the concept of
Environmental Justice, advocating for low income and minority communities, groups
which are exposed to toxins at a much higher level than other communities. As NJ
moves forward with a state plan to develop energy sources, the NRC will support a
plan that prioritizes renewable clean energy sources, ends building pipelines and
compressors which wreak havoc on the environment and endanger human health,
and ensures Environmental Justice to protect the health and environment of
currently endangered poor, minority, or ethnic communities. The LWV also supports
the increase of Green Spaces and their protection from destruction and
unnecessary development.
The NRC is currently keeping under close scrutiny issues related to fracking, gas
pipelines and gas compressors. Recently a bill was passed that supported banning
fracking in the Delaware River Basin (DRB), but it did not exclude the possibility that
fracked water could be dumped in the DRB or that the former Dupont-Chermours
plant could be reopened. The DRB provides water to 17 million people and these
possible threats could introduce carcinogens such as methane and carbon dioxide
into the DRB. The LWV submitted extensive comments in hearings and urged the
governor to veto the legislation, which had left loopholes that could lead to
contamination. Governor Murphy neither vetoed nor passed the legislation, but
chose to let it expire. The NRC will continue to press for stronger legislation to
defend the DRB as a water source.
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The LWV is supporting and tracking the progress of current legislation that will effectively ban
fracking in NJ, including the DRB. At this point, the bill is still in committee.
Fracking in NJ has been vetoed de facto for over ten years. However, banning fracking has led to
the increased presence of natural gas pipelines. Currently there are three pipelines in NJ that are
seeking extensions and additional compressor plants. These are the Williams Transco NESE
extension and new compressor station in Somerset, the Southern Reliability pipeline in the
Pinelands Preserve (which holds a major water reserve), and the Penn East Pipeline to be built
across northern NJ. Members of the NRC attended the last hearing on the Northeast Supply
Enhancement Extension (NESE) application, which has been halted temporarily due to the rejection
of several permit applications. The NRC works with other environmental groups in NJ to support
legislation to counter the development of unclean energy developments that increase toxins and
endanger human health. Recently the NRC filed a request for action with the LWVNJ Board to work
against proposed Federal legislation that would overturn any NJ legislation prohibiting
fracking. Also, the LWVNJ, an early supporter of the Pinelands Preserve Commission, has been
active in fighting a proposed pipeline (some of which has been built) in the Pinelands Preserve. It
took action in November by writing to Governor Murphy to request he appoint governmental
representatives to vacant seats on the PPC board to represent and protect public interests.
This past fall the Natural Resources Committee also submitted two action requests to the LWVNJ
State Board for approval. The request that called for supporting legislation to retrofit school buses
as electric vehicles was approved. The other request, to ban plastic bags, was proposed and
passed by the Legislature, but was vetoed as too complicated to enforce. Revised legislation may
be introduced and the LWV would most likely support a less complicated but effective plan. The
NRC also took a stand against building a new energy plant in the Meadowlands that would add
enormous amounts of carbon into the air and create jobs only for out-of-state workers.
Currently, the NRC continues to scrutinize the development of pipelines and the NESE compressor
plant which will add over 30 toxic chemicals to the air. The Committee also is monitoring the
application by an industrial waste company to build the largest incinerator in the world in
Pennsylvania, across the Delaware from NJ. The NRC also continues efforts to monitor fracking
legislation. The NRC is tracking the progress of the out for the forthcoming NJ Board of Public
Utilities State Energy plan. The NRC wants to ensure that renewable resources are a prime source
of energy production and that environmental justice is practiced when developing energy resources.
Finally, the NRC was glad to learn that LWVNJ has joined other Atlantic Coast Leagues to fight off
shore drilling. This action works to protect our coastline by blocking a New Jersey five year plan for
off shore drilling proposed by Governor Murphy's administration.
As a new member of the NRC, I am learning more about the issues it focuses on. In particular, my
focus has been on fighting the development of pipelines and compressors. I have attended events
sponsored by other NJ environmental organizations, such as the Sierra Club, Food & Water Watch
and the Franklin Township Taskforce on Compressor Station 206 and NESE (Northeast Supply
Enhancement project).

7

Balloteer, Vol 1 No. 1

February 2019

HR-1: A TOP PRIORITY
The 116th Congress is introducing a comprehensive package of reforms – H.R. 1: For the
People Act – to improve our democracy and voting rights across the nation. The League of
Women Voters of the United States has been working with coalition partners and
Representatives on the Hill to shape the language of H.R. 1 and ensure democracy works for
all.

Four Key Elements of HR - 1
Celina Stewart, Director of Advocacy and Litigation, LWVUS
12/11/2018

“With any election, what is most important to me is that voters have a level playing field,
regardless of the outcome.” – LWV CEO Virginia Kase

Throughout our nearly 100-year history, the League of Women Voters has worked to “level the
playing field” of our election system by registering new citizens to vote, fighting unfair district
maps in court, and advocating in Congress for fair election processes.
The upcoming 116th Congress could make history with the first comprehensive package of
democracy reforms scheduled for 2019, HR1. Since the announcement of HR1, LWVUS has
been talking to folks on the Hill and working with partner organizations to help shape the bill’s
language and ensure that voting rights are strengthened by this important legislation.
The League of Women Voters is very excited at the prospect of HR1 because it aims to include
elements that align with many of the League’s long-held positions, like election modernization
and redistricting reform. As we work with legislators to craft HR1, LWV is advocating for the
prioritization of the following essential elements of the bill:
1. EXPAND VOTER REGISTRATION
We must modernize the registration process through the expansion of automatic voter
registration and online voter registration.
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As election observers and partners in Election Protection, the League has seen first-hand the
current problems with our election system that prevent participation of eligible voters in our
elections: complicated registration and deadlines that vary by state and county, wrongfully
purged voters, recounting processes and audits with an increased number of provisional
ballots. HR1 should modernize our voter registration processes, which would go a long way
in addressing these barriers.

2. IMPLEMENT FAIR REDISTRICTING
It is time to end gerrymandering once and for all so that voters select their elected officials –
not the other way around.
Across the country, in legislatures, in court and on the ballot, the League has fought against
efforts by politicians of both major parties to draw unfair election maps to keep power in their
own hands. Gerrymandering silences the voters and residents of disputed districts, who,
instead of electing officials to represent their interests, are selected by the politicians working
to serve themselves. HR1 should establish clear rules around state redistricting processes so
that maps can be drawn fairly.

3. OUTLAW VOTER PURGING
Prohibiting illegal voter roll purging will ensure that eligible voters will not find themselves
wrongfully stripped of the right to vote.
The practice of keeping voting rolls current must not be used to disenfranchise otherwise
eligible voters. As LWV has asserted again and again, no eligible voter should find
themselves at a polling place on Election Day unable to vote because politicians illegally
removed their name from the voter roll. This practice is undemocratic and should be
outlawed once and for all in HR1.

4. RESTORE THE VRA
Restoring the Voting Rights Act will strengthen our elections by cutting back the obstructive
laws that have kept eligible voters from exercising their right at the ballot box.
Since the Supreme Court’s Shelby County decision rolled back key provisions of the Voting
Rights Act in 2013, we have seen the process of voting become more challenging, especially
for women and communities of color. In recent elections, voters have faced a variety of
obstacles, from reduced polling places to long lines, to strict voter identification requirements,
to the removal of registered voters from the rolls. The Voting Rights Act was created to
ensure that every American has an equal right to vote. HR1 should include provisions to
strengthen voting rights and protect all eligible Americans at the ballot box.

9

Balloteer, Vol 1 No. 1

February 2019

In addition to these four priorities, LWVUS is also open to working on other important
election reform measures, such as ensuring election security and addressing public financing
systems. It is important that we ensure the security of our elections by improving oversight
and upgrading our systems, as well as getting money out of politics and putting power back
into the hands of small donors.
LWVUS is proud to be an active coalition partner in ensuring that HR1 comprises bold
democracy reforms and voter protections that are necessary to level the playing field for
everyone. We call on all legislators, regardless of party, to support any such legislation that
is indisputably by and for the people.

What You Can Do
In coordination with LWVUS, Local Leagues are encouraged to schedule district office visits
with their members of Congress as soon as possible to ask, “Will you support H.R. 1 and
prioritize legislation that fixes our democracy?” and to print the LWVUS Declaration for
American Democracy 1-page document on the following page to bring to your Congress
person’s office. If you are not able to make an appointment, you can choose a day/time that
works best for your group and coordinate a “drop-by” visit. Most district offices are staffed
Monday – Friday from 9am – 5pm for constituents to drop by.
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LWVGNBA General Meeting - January 9, 2019
Special Guest Speaker: Michael Hill
Fake News: How Reporters Identify and
Verify Information
Michael Hill, award-winning news anchor with NJTV
shared news videos and discussed how reporters
gather information and seek clarity and fairness,
providing League members with guidance for
reading the wide variety, often conflicting, of news
stories that confront us daily.

LWVGNBA General Meeting
Special Guest Speaker: Jeff Tittel,
Senior Chapter Director of the New
Jersey Sierra Club

State of the Environment 2019: Important
Issues We are Facing
February 13, 2019
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Followed by Business Meeting
Douglass College – Hickman Hall - Room 131
Be sure to register your car so you can park in the Hickman
Hall Lot. Link to parking:
https://rudots.nupark.com/events/Events/Register/ba244c19
-8c9f-4d05-8ebe-12a682dd8765 (for lots 79, 79A, and
Douglass Deck)
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Co-sponsored by the League of Woman Voters of New Jersey
(LWVNJ) and the League of Woman Voters of the Greater New
Brunswick Area (LWVGNBA)

Link to parking:
https://rudots.nupark.com/events/Events/Register/924f0e3d-5d9d4977-94a8-fe03e70377a1 (for lots 79, 79A, and Douglass Deck)
Volunteers are needed for such things as signing people in, distributing
papers to the audience, etc. If you can help, please let Helen Kioukis
know <hkioukis@lwvnj.org>
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So...you think you know your U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights! You'll have to
make a print of the next page to enter your answers. And - no fair working with a copy
of the Constitution open in front of you. This isn't an open book test! The answers will
be found at the very end of this issue of The Balloteer. And no fair peeking ahead.
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
The League of Women Voters is a national, non-partisan, grass-roots political organization
that will celebrate its 100 year anniversary in 2020. For over a century, from its beginning to
the present day, its mission has been to strive to create a more perfect democracy: by
establishing a more politically informed populace, by fostering civic engagement of all kinds,
and by positioning the citizen voice as the central voice in democratic governance.
The League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area was founded one year
ago and in this short time has met the requirements to be certified as a local chapter of the
League of Women Voters of New Jersey.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters, visit its website at LWV.org.
To learn more about the League of Women Voters of New Jersey, visit its website at
LWVNJ.org.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick
Area, visit us at LWVGNBA.com, or at our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.

ABOUT OUR LOCAL LEAGUE
GNBA draws its membership from the following areas: East Brunswick, Edison, Franklin
Township, Highland Park, Hillsborough, Metuchen, Monmouth Junction, New Brunswick, North
Brunswick, Perth Amboy, Piscataway, Skillman, Somerset, and South Plainfield. However, we
welcome anyone who wants to become a member, regardless of location, and we encourage
anyone who is interested to attend our monthly chapter meeting, which is held on the second
Wednesday evening of each month, usually in New Brunswick. A guest speaker is usually in
attendance. Our web site, Facebook page and The Balloteer will keep you current on this and
other events.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of the Greater New Brunswick Area,
visit us at LWVGNBA.com, AND visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LWVGNBA.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
THE GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK AREA

Leadership Team
GNBA Co-Presidents

Jill Lewis-Spector (Co-President)
Andrea Kahn (Co-President)
Ethel Reid (Chair)
Sheila Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)

Voter Services

Neil Mazar (New Brunswick Voter Registration)
Harriet Warner (Somerset County/My Voice My Vote,
in collaboration with ACSD)

High School Essay Contest

Jeannie Guarnieri (Co-Chair)
Hester Gelber (Co-Chair)

Fundraising

Jamie Figliolino (Chair)

Civics Education Committee

Steven Lax (Chair)

Student Organizing

LaVonne Heydel
Iris Klein
Harriet Warner

First Time Voter Celebration
Newsletter Editor
Facebook Administrator
Webmaster
GNBA Photographer

Beth Stevens
David Spector

Emily Berman
Arielle Del Rosario
Larry Klein
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GNBA Liaisons to State Board Committees
Education Committee

Jill Lewis-Spector (Chair)
Nora Krieger
Bernice Proctor Venable

Natural Resources
Committee

Marilyn Rye

Government Committee

Beth Stevens

Fair Districts New Jersey
LWVNJ Advocacy Program
Liaison

Beth Stevens

SHARE YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS
All GNBA members are invited to serve on LWVNJ statewide committees. Our liaisons serve
an important role – keeping GNBA members informed about state-level initiatives and
advocacy opportunities. There are statewide committees that as of this newsletter do not
have GNBA representation, including Women and Family Issues, and other volunteer
opportunities where assistance is needed.
There are also vacancies in some GNBA leadership roles.

GNBA OPEN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS
VOTER SERVICES CO-CHAIR
FACEBOOK CO-ADMINISTRATOR
Contact Jill at jlewisprof1@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for the open state
committee liaison or GNBA positions.
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Puzzle Answers
No fair if you peeked!
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